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SAMARITAN 


Shewirg that 
Many and Unneceſlary 


IMPOSITIONS 
ARE NOT 4 
The Oyl that muſt Fdeal the aac : 


Together with | 
The WAY or MEANS to do it; 


By a Country Gentleman w who go goes to Common- 
Projer,-and not to Meetings. 


Ou ce ſont des diverfites, qui ladeas Jes 


Fondemens de la Religion en leur enrier, _ 


&_ ne nous obligent a manquer, vi au;| 
ſervice de Dieu,nia la dile&tion des hom: |} - 
mes, c*<ſt la ou doit avoir lieu ce que: 
preſcrit P Apollre, - Fr f vous ſentes 
quelque choſe autrement,” Dieu vous lere- 
velera auſſi. Daille on Phil. c. 3-V- 15, 
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SECT. I 


Pamphlets, in as great abundance as the Rt 

ver Nye doth F "Ogg, many Whereof ſeem 

to be compounded of Venom, indy gitren _ 
with no other delign, 'thyf 'to foment Diviſions, © 
and exaſperate the ſeveral Fa#1ions that are among 
us; I think I may do ſome office of Lowe and King. — 
neſs ro my Copntrey, and the Church of God (herein, 
if I write a few Sheets on the behalf of, Amity ayfl 
Peace, and with purpoſe to allay the' Heats, and 
calm the Rage 'and Paſſions of men. ' 

I expect the ſame Fate with others, that have 
endeavoured to perſuade the Canjentious to Recon» 
ciliation. The Boutefens 414 Bedlams, will Rage © 
and Foam, they will [pit their venom, and diſgorge 
their gall; and by ugly In/awations repreſent me _. 
as a ſecret Enemy to Church and State; and what- . * 
ever clſe the. Father of Lyes may ſuggeſf# urito them. _ 

Bur I will take li to advyerciſe them, thas: 

yas: 


Le nant as the Preſs ſpawns Books aud 
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2 The Samaritan. 
x they pleaſe, they may . ſpare their Paſſion, and 
reſtrain their Wrath ;, they may keep it in reſerve 
for ſome other occaſion ; for I am utterly above the 
reach of it, and ſhal! be no more concerned in their 
Revilings, than the Moon in the barking of lutle 
waſpiſh Dogs. - 

Nevertheleſs, if their Impotence be ſuch, that 
they cannot forbear ; and it the reek of their own 


vomit be fragrant and aromatick to them, I ſhall 


not envy them that pleaſure Let them enjoy all the 
ſatsfattion they can find in it, I ſhall receive no 
more injury by what they ſay, than by what the 
dream ; and peradventure there may be as Shoes 
worth, weight and ſenſe in the one, as in the other. 
I honour my Soveraign; I love the Government 
in Church and State ; | hate both the C:vil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Piques and Animoſities that arc main- 
rained and kept up among us, againſt all the Senſe 
and Reaſon ofthe World; and I wiſh with all my 
ſoul, that rhe ſeveral Parties in this Nation, would 
lay aſide their Prejudices and Paſſions, and impar- 
tially tudy the things that belong to our Common 


Peace : 1 am ſure*tis high time to doit, and I fear . 


if it he delayed a while longer, *twill be roa late 
to attempt ir, There a Gentleman at Pars, and 
another at Rome, that looks thorow their fingers, 
and laugh at our Diviſions, and hope to make! good 
advanage by them in due time ; and I make no 
doubt but that by their Emiſſaries they do, and 
will endeavour to continue the Breaches, and hin- 
der all Coalition among us. 

The 
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The Neceſſy of Union therefgre being: obvious, 
and granted by all men of ſenſe and conſideration, 
I have reſolved ro caſt in my Symbol or Mite, for 
the promotion of it. Whar I ſhall fay, I know will 
not pleaſeall men : Nay, Iam ſwe ſome will be 
angry and inraged thereby. But ja&a eſt alea, I 
haye computed my 'Coft, and told them at what 
Rate I ſhall value their diſplealure. I ſhall ſpeak 
whar I jhink, and do with ſome aſſurance and con- 
fidence . believe, I ſha!l ſpeak for Peace; and 
in ſo doing I ſhall ſpeak tor God, and his Chriſt, 
and for the Church, which is his Body, and pur= 
chaſed wuh his Blood. And I am not without hope 
but that God. may bleſs. what ſha!l be ſaid, an 
make it ſerviceable to the promoting of  rhat end. 
I am one of the meaneſt of the Worſhippers of 
Chriſt our Lord, bur *ris his pleaſure fomerumes, by 
weak things to confound the mighty ; and by things 
that are baſe and deſpiſed, yea by things that are not, 
to bring to nought things that. are. 


SECT. IL 


HE Unio and Peace that I intend to dif- 
courſe ,is.a Union of Tudgment and Prgftice in 
.matters of Religion, ana the Worſhip of God.; toge- 
ther with that mutual Love, and thoſe gyod Oth- 
.ces that are the proper fruits, effe&s and conſe- 
.quent thereof. And by Religion, and the 74 ſhip 
of God, T mean.the Chriſtian Religion,; and thoſe 
waics of worſbiping and ſerving the Majeſty of 
A*3 * Heaven 
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Heaven that are preſcribed unto us by the Chri- 
ſtian Laws, the Records whereof are in the holy 
Scriptures. ; 

That this Union and Peace is an excellent thing, 
is the confeſſion of all Chriſtians. Thoſe that do 
practically hate and abhor it, pretend a mighry 
eſteem and venerarion for ir; thoſe that rn. ts 
it, ſpeak much in its favour; and the moſt morral 
Enemics thcreof, will not fail ro make its Pane- 
gyrick, and exalt its praiſe. The Romaniſts (who 
are certainly the . greateſt Incendiaries and Fire- 
brands that are upon Earth, and have for man 
years, yea ages paſt, and do at this time imbroil 
and hll all Europe with Confuſion and Diſorders, 
with fecret Confbiracie and Confederations, with 
open Wars, Violence, Oppreſſion and Rapine, are(as 
they would be thought) the moſt paſſionate Lo- 
vers, and preateſt Admirers of it: But whilſt men 
ſee their farigs, and "feet their paws, they will 
believe them Bears and Lions, though they ſhould 
avow themſelves the moſt barmleſs Doves or Lambs. 

But why 1s it that Peace and Union hath the uni- 
verſal ſuffrage of men, even of thoſe that have a 

ra&Xical abhorretice and dereſtation for in? *T's 
XS OWn ons Excellency and Advantages thar 
comtnunds their Approbations. Union and Peace 
(as all other virtues) have their charms and attra- 
Ctives ; and ſv great is the force of them, that men 
cannot behold and confider them, without being 
inamout'd of them, and captivated by them. But 
though the fexcellency, lovelinels and beaury of 
Unton 
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Union and Peace, do ſubdue the underſtandings and 
judgments of men, their Intereſts,their Paſſions, and 
their Luſts, will not be conquered by any of them. 
Though Union be never fo lovely in the opmou 
of their Conſciences, they will ſacrifice x a thou- 
ſand times in favour to their Pride, their Ambition; 
their Covetouſneſs, their love of Empire, Domuna- 
tion, and other Luſts. 

Though the Commendations that are given to 
Union and Peace, be no-proof of the virtue or ex- 
cellency of thoſe that ſpeak in the praiſe thereof, 
yet "cis an undenuble Evidence of its own 
worth and advantages. That which hath ! ay ho. 
frage and approbation of all mens Conſciences, that 


| which hath the eſteem, and is the Darling even of 


its very Enemies, muſt needs be very excellent, 
worthy aad valuable. 
The Excellencies and Advantages of Union, 
are moſt evident in the Cauſes of it, and im the Ef- 
fects that it produces in the World. Union is the 
cfiect of good Knowledge,& ſound Underſtanding; 
(for that Union that 1s ſeen among the Ignorant, 
no other than what is found in a heap of Logs or 
Stones,which doth not indeed deſerve rhat name. 
Thoſe that fifl the World with Controverſies, 
Quarrels and Contentions, are for the moſt part 
men of ſmall underſtanding, and of raw and: un- 
digeſted notions. *T's halt-witrcd people that ſet. 


the Churches of Chriſtendom together by the Ears, q' F 
and kindle thoſe flames in the Houſe of God, thar.. ' 


are like urterly to waſte and conſume it. Men' of - 
A 4 great 
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great -underſtanding are modeſt and peaceable ; 


they will not contend for trifles, nor expreſs great 
Zeal-for any .thing,but the great Eſſentials of Faith 
and Gadlineſs : "They will not ſuſpend the Peace 
of the, Church upon uncertain, or unneceflary 
things. . In things of that nature they can permit 
men to their Liberty , and where Liberty 1s per- 
mitted, there is ſeldom any Cantroverſie ; bur 
where there is unneceſſary reſtraint, . there 1s ever- 
laſting quarrels, and will be ta ajl Generations. 

| Let 'me add further, Union 1s an effect of great 
holineſs and ſanCtity of mind and nature. Let mens 
Knowledge be nevereſo great, if they be nat born 
of God, and partakers of a Spirit of Holineſs and 
Sanctification, they will qu:.rcel and contend ever- 
laſtingly , not in compliance with their Conſcien- 
ces, but in favour to their Luſts. If enquiry be 
made, *twill be found'true,that the holieſt perſons, 
' and ſuch as have moſt of the Image of God im+ 
preſled upon their Sou's,are alwaies the moſt peace- 
able,quier, and give leaſt diſturbance to theWorld ; 
and what I have ſaid of Perſons, is true of 
Churches; thoſe Churches whoſe Members are 
moſt holy.moſt renewed, ſan&tihed and transform- 
ed, zre the moſt freeſt from Diviſions, Quarrels and 
Separations. 

Again , Union is an EfteCt of great Self-denyal, 
Morrtification, contempt of the World, and all the 
| Pomp and Glory of it. This I do confeſs is compre- 
hended in what I ſaid in the preceding Paragraph ; 
þut that what I intend may þe the more —_ 

| | an 
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and apparent, I have choſen to. diſcourſe it ſepg- 
rately, and by it felt; Mcn of unmortified Luſts 
and Paiſtons, mien that cannor deny themſelves in 
any thing , men that are fond of the-World, - and 
the: Advantages of it, will never reſt, .nor permit 
others'to do ſo : 'They will move. all ſtones, and 
make all tryals that they can imagine, will-ſerve or 
advanrce their Pride, their Ambition, therr Riches, 
their Honours, or wbatever are their darling and ' 
be .oved Lufts. : 7 2 y 
Many of the Antient Schiſms and Hereſies, that 
ſo plagued the Church of God, were occaſioned 
by the Pride and Covetouſneſs of Churchmen. 
The Church continued for many years a Virgin. . 
Thebuths was the firſt that corrupted it with falſe 
Doctrine , de 70 pu} 9wioeu as rs imoxemy , becauſe he 
Was not made 4 Biſhop, as Hegeſippus reports. . Eu* 
ſeb. lib. quar. cap. 22. Novatianis, a Presbyter 
of the Church of. Rome, ag3ti; vargngaria, being - 
puffed up with Pride, became the Author of aSet 
which called themſelves Carhariſts, but by others 
were called Nouatians. Paulus Samoſatenzs broke 
the Peace of the Church, and efpouſed the Do- 
Etrine of Ebion: and Artemon, and afhrmed our 
Lord Jeſus a man of common human Race, &; ven? 
niv quo dr3psors wooudre, Ful. lib. 7. cap. 27. And 
what he was for his Morals, thoſe that pleaſe may 
read Ewſ. lib. 7. cap. 30. He was covetous, unjuſt, 
proud  effeminate ; he permitted his Presbyters to 
partake in'the ſame fins, that conſcience of their 
own guilt might hinder and reſtrain them from 
: , opening 
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opening and expoling his vile abominations. Ariae 
was 2a proud man, and affected Domination; and 
becauſe Alexander was preferred before him, and 
made Biſhop of Alexandria, he mutinyed the Pref- 
byters, and raiſed thoſe Diviſions in that Church 
that from thence were ſpread into almoſt all 
the Chriſtian World. Vid. Theod. lib. 1. cap. 3. 
&- 4. Bur it would be endleſs to mention the Quar- 
rels and Cantentions which. have been raiſed in 
the Church of God, by men of ugmortified Luſts. 
and Paſſions, and no Un19n or Peace will be had in 
the Chriſtian world, whilſt thoſe Vermine are 
lodged and nouriſhed in.the breaſts of men. 'T hey 
are humble,” mortified, and ſelf-denying men that 
live quietly,and give no diſturbance to the Church 
or World in which they live, and whereof they are 
Members. 
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Omething having been ſaid of the Cauſes of 
Union and Peace, let me add ſome few words 

of the Effe&s thereof, and but a few ; for I intend 
no large or elaborate Diſcourſe.Unios would make 
the Church ſtrong and impregnable, were the 
Members thereof united in and among themſelves. 
Were they of one mind, and one heart,they would 
ſtand firm like a Rock, againſt all the Aſſaulks of 
their Enemies. For "beſides ther own proper 
ſtrength, which would be conſequent to thenrUnzon, 
God would ſtand by them, and be their Protector 


and 
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weakens the Church, and cauſes God to withdraw 
his defence and guardianſhip from ir ; and then ir 
becomes a prey to the Enemies thereof. - 

Moreover, were the Church of God at Union 
and Peace within it ſelf, it would be beauniful and 
lovely in the Eyesof the World. Did the Members 
thereof agree together ; were they of one judgment 
in the DoQrines of Religion, and of one practice in 
the duties and aCtions thereof, how comely and 
decorons would the profpe&t be ? And how would 
it raviſh thoſe that behold and conſider 1t? even 
the very Enenmes thereof would cry out and ſay, 
How benutifal are thy Tents O Jacob, avd thy Ta+ - 
bernacles O Iſrael ! 

Wete the Church of God at Peace and Unity 
with it ſelf, itt would be a mighty means ro Con- 
vert the World, and bring it over to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Were there a great and mutual 
Friendſhip #nd Amity among the ſeveral Parts and 
Members of it, it would be a mighty Evidence 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity, and almoſt all Man- 
kind would fall under the 'orce of it : The Aurho- 
rity thereof would be irreſiſtible; *cis the Fatt 
ons, the Feuds, | the Diviſions, the Strifes, Hatreds 
and Contentions that are in Chriſtendom, and a- 
mong the Churches thereof, that makes them a 
ſcorn and abhorrence to Turks and Infidels, as 
well as to the Arheiſtical and prophane that are a- 
mong them. *Tis the everlaſting Quarrels, and 
mutual Cenſfares and-Condemnations of each other, 
that 
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that makes Chriſtian ity. a poor languid thing, 


and rakes off all the convincing power thereof in 
the apprehenſiqn of its Enemies. 

Again, were the Church of God united, and at 
Peace in ut felf, the mutual cffices of Love and 
Kindneſs, of, Charity and Compailion, which would 
be exerciſed by the Members thereof, would ve 
much ſweetcn and abate the Miſeries and Calami- 
ties of the preſcnt Life and State. "The Rich would 


miniſter to the wants and neceſſities of the Poor, | 


and the Poor would cheartully ſerve, and miniſter 
to the advantages of the Rich. Accarding to their 
ca pacities they would mutually help and aſſiſt 
each other ; and by theſe mutual affices of endear- 
ment and kindneſs, much of the miſeries and infeli- 
cities of Life would be removed, prevented, and 
ſweetened, and the World be agwch more happy 
place than now it 1s. 

The holineſs of mens hearts and lives, would be 
very much encrcaſed and advanced by Union and 
Peace. Quarrels and Contentions do heat mens ſpi- 
Tits, and fill them full of rancour, ſpite, malice and 
bitterneſs. It makes them feartul, -jealqus, and ſuſpi- 
cious of each other, and theſe kind of unhallowed 
paſſions do drink up their ſpirits, and poſleſs their 
ſouls, :nſomuch that they have no room or leiſure 
for the introducing of pious affeftions, holy habits, 
and a divine frame and'temper of mind ; whereas, 
were men at Union and Peace, they would be tree 
of theſe Diabolical Paſſions, and would be at 
leiſure ro trim and adorn their- own Souls with the 
Ornaments 
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Ornaments and PerfeQions of Chriſtians - They 


1 would have time and opportunity to impreſs the 


Image of God upon them, and their conimunion in 
the Publick Worſhip of God would contribure 
great aſſiſtance to ir. fo 

In fine, the Church of God on Earth would be 
ſome ſmall figure and reſemblance of the Church 
of God in  weSany were it united, and did the 
Members of it live in Love and Peace together, 


[ There are no Diviſions or Separations 5 There are 


no Enmities, Variances, or Strifes. All love and 
ſerve God with one heart, and one conſent ; all 
have a murual love and kindneſs for 'each other. 
And ſomething like this wortld be ſeen upon Earth, 
it Chriſtians and Churches would, or could unite 
and live in Amity and Peace. But alas, Unity and 
Peace ſeem to have fotſeken the Earth ; and ſome 
men ſeem reſolved, that they ſhall never return 
again, the conditions they propoſe for the reſtau- 
ration of it, being utterly impracticable, as ſhall 
be faid and proved anon. 
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H E Excellency and Advantages of Union and 
Peace, being ſuch as I havegmentioned, (to 
which many more might be added) it wall eafily 
be granred, that all Chriſtians are obliged to endea- 
vour the obtaining of it. Things ſo worthy and 
excellent, ſo profitable and advanragious to King- 
doms and Nations, to Cities, Towns and Villages, 
Families, 


22 'T be Samaritan. 


Families, and ſingle perſons, to the Badies 
Souls of men, certainly ought to be proſecurec 
with utmoſt might and endeavour ; it ſhould be 
ſought as Silver, and ſearched after as fine Gold 
All juſt and prudent means ſhould be efjayed fo 
the attaining of it. 

Our Intereſt, as well as our Duty, layeth on v 
the greateſt obligations to ſeek and purſue Peace 
and Unity. "The love of our ſelves, and vur own 
advantages, as well as the inany Precepts, and car 
neſt Exhortations of Jeſts Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
ſhould make us earneſt and zealous in our labours 
to obtain it. Strife and Contention, Diviſions and 
Factions, deſtroy and take away all the comforts 
and pleaſures of life, and are great breaches of the 
Divine Commandments ; yea they area mighty re- 
nonggs and ſcandal to the Chriſtian Religion, and 

uge pleaſure and gratification to the Nevil, that 
great Enemy of God and Men. 

And ſurely methinks, if, men would but give 


themſelves the liberty of a little ſober confidera-J 


tion, they ſhould not with ſo much earneſtneſs, 
obſtinacy and zeal oftend God, miſchief and undo 
themſelves in time and eternity ; for no other rea- 


ſon than to pleaſe the Devil, and gratihe ſome bru- 


tiſh and prophane paſſions, - which have him forſ 


their Author and Original. But men will not con- 
lider, or if they do conſider, they adviſe with 
their luſts, but not with cheir reaſon ; with their 
paſſions and prejudices , but not with their conſ(ci- 
ences ; and $9 "ris, -that the effect af their 


conlde- 
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conlideration 1s many times more pgnicious and 
prejudicial to Peace and Unjen, than if they bad to- 
& rally neglefed it. For *tis impartial Reaſon, and 

well inform'd Judgment and Conſcience, that 
ſpeak in the favour of Union and Peace ; but Am- 
bition and Pride, Love of Riches, Empire, Ho- 
ul nour and Dominion, are for Faction and Divilion : 
«cell They are for ſetting the Church (and the World 
too.) in a flame, hoping to make ſome advantage 
thereby. J 

Theſe things peradventure will be granted by 
the moſt of men;thoſe that are the greateſtDiyiders 
will acknowledge the excellency of Peace, and the 
duty and obligation of Jabouring after itghey will . 
confeſs that it 15 the Intereſt of Mankind to proſe- , 
cute and obtain it, and to adviſe with their reaſon, 
and not with their paſſions, when they conſider 
how it be may recalled and reſtored again to the 
Church of God, and Societies of Men. They will 
veſ] alſo grant, that there is fault ſomewhere, and that 
a-1| ſome men are to be blamed, that there 1s ſo little 
6G, Amity and Peace among Chriſtian People and 
doſ| Churches ; and that it is become ſuch a mighty 
a-j| difficulty to heal the breaches of Chriſtendom, and 
u-| to com the Differences that are in ſome par- 
orf ticular Parts and Kingdoms of it. | 
n- But although all men will acknowledge that the 
thi] fault lies ſomewhere, yet there are none of the 
rf Contending Parties that will lay any blame at their 
-j-| own doors, 'The Church of Rome does acknow- 
ir ledge, and ſome of their Writers ſeem to _ 
the 
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the Divifiontand FaCtions that are in the Chriſtian 
World ; bur that they axe no'cauſe of thern, they 
do avow with all the affurince —_—_— The 
Calviniſts and Lutherans do alfo confeſs and bewail 
the Divihons among Proteſtants; . but they will 
both proteſt thar they are not the faulty Cauſe 
thereof, To come nearer hone, the Conformiſts 
and Nonconformiſts,in the Church of Eng/and, do 
ſufficiently confeſs, and many of them! [believes 
ment the Differences thar are among us; but nei- 
ther. of them will acknowledge themſelves worthy 
of any blame : They are both Innocent in their 
Opinions, but both Faulry in the Opinion of their 
Adverſaries. Z | 
Bur peradventure an imprejudiced and unbyaf- 
ſed SpeRator, (if ſuch a one be ro be found) way 
think that there are Faults on both ſides, among 
the ſeveral FaCtions of Chriſtendom, though 'not 
equally great. The Romaniſts, without doubt,are 
the greateſt Make-bates that are upon Earth, 'anl 
the moſt Faulty Dividers; and yet T believe thar 
there are ſome Proteſtants that make the Difference 
greater in ſome things than really it is, berwixt us 
and them. And there is no man that ſhall calm 
read the Late Theſes of the Learned Le BlallÞB biir 
wiil be ſatisfied of it. The Lutherans certainly ate 
much to blame in ſeparating from the Calomiſts, 
and ſpeaking and writing (o birterly and ſpitefully 
concerning them : And yet *tis ' poſſible that the 
Calvinifts may not be altogethe r Innocent ;, for 
amovgtt them alfo are found men of unyielding' 
ſpirits, 
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The Samaritan. I'5 
ſpirits, and ſuch as lay too. much weight upon 
ſmall hy As for the Contentions among our 
ſelves | (if I may be pardoned the liberty of ſaying 
it) I do not doubt bur we are all to blame. 


SES ©. V. 


Now the great Cauſe (in my apprehenſion) of 
all the Divilions,Quarrels,Schiſins and Separa- 

tions _ are in the LOR World, us the mak- 
ing and 1mpoling things unneceſſary, doubtful, 
Ticult, ane” Prog: ner arent nyme- 
rous, the Conditions of Church Communion. "This 
hath rent and torn the Church' of God in pieces 
theſe thirteen hundred years ; nd yet thoſe that 
dre the Guides and Governours of Churches, ei- 
ther cannot, of will not ſee it. Let the Hiſtories 
of the Church be 'conſulted, and this may be ea- 
fily obſerved.” Whar is it that divides the Greek 
and Roman Churches from tach other ? Whar is it 
that divides theGyeek Churches among themſelves? 
What 1s it that divides the Romary Churches from 
thoſe of the Prozeftant Profeffion ? What divides 
the Lutherans and Calvinifts ? What is it that 
divides the Chriftian People of. this Nation ? Is it 
noe the Impoling 'of things doubtful, dark, uncer- 
rain, and unneceſſary, and this with a pertinacious 
and inflexible rippur, and ſeverity one againſt 
rr TT RT EO : fy 
Do not all theſe Churched agree in the great Ef- 
ſentials of the Chriſtian Religion? Do they nor 
B £49 £9 al 
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' all believe the common Articles of the Chriflian 
Faith? Do they not all believe the Lord's 
Prayer to Contain the ſum and matter of all 
the Requeſts that we are to make to 
God ? Do they not believe the Te Commana- 
ments to comprehend the main, if not all thoſe 
Duties that we owe to God and Men? And arc 
not theſe things in which all agree, ſufficient for. 
the Union of Chriſtans? Might they not lwe 
together in Love, notwithſtanding their other 
Dirences ? Oc, though they could not commy- 
nicate together (as indeed Proteſtants cannot com- 
municate with the Romyiſb Churches) might they 
not maintain Lowe and /Peace under diſtinct Com- 
munions? Might t not repute each other 
Chriſtians, and Chriffian Churches, though not 


equally found and pyrfet? Thee. things. me-. ' 


thigks, might be dong, were it nat. that a Spirit of 
Impolition, and Arbitzary Domination over the 
Judgments and Conſcicyces of Men, hath. poſlefled 
the Guides of Chriſtenom.; All men, nulſt be- 
lieve, and think, and according to their ap- 
rehenſions, or elſe they are no Chriſtians. Their, 

ents, yea, ſomeumes \their Prejudices, and, 

Go Dreams, muſt be the Conditions of, 
Communion ; and if any refuſe to ſwear $0 their 
words, . and will. (cs with their own Eyes, and be- 
heve and pradtiſe according ta the Laght of their 
own underſtandings, they are Hereticks, and un- 
worthy the Name and. Communjon: of ay" 
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Arid haice-:proceed* the vayious Separationt and 


Divifons, 2nd all the dircful and tragical Efiects of - 


them, which have made tbe Chriftan World « 
Bedlam, and ſomeumes a Ficld of Blood, te:the 
reproach of Chaiſtisns, t@ the ſcandal of Infidels, 
and to the perverting of many Profeffors of Chr 
{tianuy to Athciſm,or Apoſtacy to ſome other fall 


Religion. 
SECT. VL 
2 pref thus a btde, 'Whoſberer conſiders the 
great vaniety and/difference that 1s to: be ob» 
ſerved in Human Winds, muſt find that Impe- 


fon of many doubtful, and unneceffary things * 


3s no proper means of preſerving - Peave and 
Union in the Church of God, eſfpecully amiang 
Proteſtants, where a judgment of diſcretion, or:a bs 
berty of believing, according to the convichons 
of our own minds, 18 confefſed the undaabtedirighe 
of exepy Reafenable Man, Is it imaginable tha 
phaſe underſtandings arc almaſt of as various, 
degreez and fixes, us are the ſhapes. and; Egures.of 
their faces, ſhould agree in. the fame ſenruenents 2nd 
perceptiqns/ concerning things dark, doubifuland 
unnecellacy > Is it imaginable that all Chriſtians 
ſhauld have the fame thoughts, and make the farao 


judgment concermng the Determinations of the 


Councit of Trens 7. Is it conceiveable that: ali-vlie 
Chriftianzin England, or all the in Englend 
fhould have the fame conceptions,and entertain tur 
farce Qpmzans concerning the ao" 
B Y any 
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and Liturgy of this Church? To me it ſeems 
altogether as improbable, as that twenty thouſand 
blind Men ſhould from twenty thoufand places, 
move and march, and at laſt meet together, and 

ut themſelves im good order on New-market 
ria or the Plains of Sarum. why thould 
Impoſitions be made, -where there 1s no probabi- 
lity, or indeed pollibility of Aﬀent unto them? Or 
are ſuch Impolitions, which make Diviſion in 9ur 
Church, a likely means of making Peace in the 
Churches of Chriftendom? He that can believe x, 
may with as much” reaſon believe thar the caſting 
on fewel and combuſtible matter, is a means to 
extinguiſh a furious raging flame ; or the way to 
preſerve a Ship from ſinking, is to commit it to 
the Wind and Waves without any Pilot or Per- 
= to {it ar the Helm, and manage the Courſe 

of it. 
' That the gradual Difference of Mens Under- 
ftandingy, 1s very great, and almoſt infinite, cannot 
reaſonably be denied. Parents, Teachers of Schools, 
'Futors, and all kind of Artificers, find it ſo in the 
Experience of every day. It hath been ſo in all 
Ages, and will be ſo for all that I can ſee, as long 
as the World endures, Whether there be an in- 

uality among Souls; or whether this Va- 
oy nary. Toon the differing RC the 
Elements, that compound our Bodies, and out of 
which our Organs are made, I will not deter- 
mine, though | incline to believe the former; for 
"ris paſt my imagination to Conceive how the va- 
rious 
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Tious mixtures of ſenſleſs Elements or Atoms,ſhould 
produce all that variety that is obſervable in the 
Underſtandings of Men from the greateſt States- 
man, Philoſopher, or Divine, to the meaneſt Pea- 
ſant, or the moſt blockiſh Dolt. 

Parents firſt find a. vaſt difference in the capa- 
cities of their Children ; ſome of them are of quick 
aw pregnant Wit and Ingeny; they cafily receive 
and apprehend whatever 1s propoled to them.; 
others are. dull and heavy, and receive with dif- 
ficulty fuch things as are oftered them for their 
Learning and Knowledge. Some of them are 
capable of underſtanding forge things, whereas of 
other things they are as yocapabje almoſt as the | 
verieſt Idiots, The Experience ofSchoolmaſtersnext, 
15 much the ſame: Some of thole Children that 
are committed to their care, do readily learn and 
receive whatever they teach and intorm them : 
Others with difficulry and much labour. Some 
can never be brought to learn any thing that is 
regardable, by all the care and endeavours in the 
World. Tutors at the Univerſity find the like 
variety among their Pupils Some Youths hear 
their LeE&tures, and underſtand and remember the 
Contents of them ; and if they be examined con- 
cerning them, will give a good and fair account 
of them : But others hear them, but neither un- 
derſtand, nor remember almoſt any thing of them; 
and if the ſame things be repeated over again, with 
all rhe clearneſs that can be expreſſed by words, © 
yet they ftill remain without Knowledge or Un- 

| B 3 derſtanding 
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derftanding therein. You may as well rhink to 
draw a Cable through the Eye of a Needle, as to 
1mpreſs Learning upon ſome mens Minds. Artt- 
ficers and Mechanicks ſpeak the ſame Language , 
and give us the ſame Informations. Some Appren- 
tices ealily learn the Arts that they profeſs; others 
do it with great difhcalty, and arc but bunglers ac 
the laſt. Non puede ſer mas negro el cuerbo que las, 
alas, faith the Spaniſh Proverb, The Crow carne 
be blacker than / As WINgs. 


And as the Degrees and vanities of Mens un- 
der{tandings are vaſtly great and many, fo are 
their prejudices and Anticipations. Some perſons 
ſuck in certain Opinions with their Milk ; they 
receive them from their Parents, and ſuch as pive 
them their EJucation. 'Thus ſome are prejuciced 
for the Doctrine of Calvin, and others for the 
Do&rine of Aaminias ; thus ſome perſons are pre- 
judiced for Epiſcopal Government in the Church, 
and others for a Presbyterian® Parity: Thus ſome 
contraft a kindnefs for a pompous and ceremoni- 
ous Religion , and Way of Worſhipping God, 
others contract a fondneſs for a very plain and 
and ſimple Way and Method of Worlthip and 
Devotion. 


Moreover ſome men read but one ſort of 
Books, and care not to read any thing that is writ- 
ten in oppoſition to their Anticipations ; or if they 
do read any thing of that nature, 'ns with fo great 
a prejudice, that their judgments are rather con- 


brmed than altered thereby, They are ftrongly 
perſuaced 
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perſuaded'of the truth of char own | apprehenfions, 
& what is intended to ſhake them, doth bat (as the 
Wind by Trees ) fix and eftablifh them, That 
| this is a faule I do cafily grant, bur *cis cafter to 
obſerve than cure it ; and rhat mens prejudices are 
| ſtrangely fixed and confirmed thereby, cannot be 
x denied. 
| Beltdes, men are ſtrangely prezadiced againft 
| ſome Opinons, by the intamous reports that have 
been raiſed concerning thoſe that have defended 
and maintained them. "Thus the Papiſts are pre- 
zudiced againſt the Dod&rine of Proteſtams, by im- 
pudent and frontlefs Lyes, that have been raiſed a- 
gainlt Luther and Calum, and other preat mſtrii- * 
ments in the Reformation : And thus many among 
us have an Implacable Pique and Diſpleaſare 'a- 
gainſtDiflenters and all theirOpinions, becauſe fqne 
men do report them a company of ſeditious People, 
that can never be quier, but are always [ibelling 
Authority, and diſturbmg all .Order and Go- 
vernments whereſoever _ live. And = = 
as much prejudiced .againſt Epiſcopacy; and i 
peculiar Comions of x. ſort of ones hy" they 
arc reported to be a generation of men, that are 
proud and imperious, lovers of Empire and Domi- 
nation,that engroſs the Revenues of the Church, 
and employ them in Luxury and Senſualiry, bur 
care not for the Souls of men. If they will obey 
the Orders of the Church, and ſubmut to 1s In- 
ſtitutions, they may defie all rhe Laws of God, 
and without reſtraint or control make what haſte 
B 4 "np 
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They pleaſe to Hell ; they countenance the Ungod- 
I; and Prophane, and perſecute and oppreſs ſuch as 
Go God,6r tremble at his word; they are impati- 
ent of ſuch Meetings and Aſſemblies, where a com- 
pany of poor Chriſtians meet together, ro hear 
Gods Word, and call upon his Name; but 
they can very patiently bear the Aſſcmblies of rio- 
rous Senſualiſts and Blaſphemers, that convene to 
dehe God, promote their own Damnation, and 
of as many others as they can. 

Apain, ſome Perſons receive prejudice againſt 
Opinions, from the real faults of ſome ſingle Per- 
fons ora few men that have embraced and enter- 
tained them. Some Diſſenters have uſed ſome un- 
comely, indecorous, and. unadviſed Expreſſions 
In their extemporate Prayers, and therefore they 
reproach and reje&t all extemporate Effuſtons ; 
ſome of them have preached DoCtrine not agreea- 
ble to ſome mens conceptions, or have uſed homely 
Language and Similitudes, and therefore all their 
Mouths muſt be ſtopped, and the Church of God 
will do better without them than with them. Some 
Conformiſts rcad the Liturgy without any ſeeming 
ſeriouſneſs or Devotion, they are in ſuch waſte to 
have done with it, that they can ſcarce give them- 
ſelves time enough to pronounce the words in their 
full extenſions, and therefore they infer that all 
forms of Prayer are inconſiſtent with, and enemies 

- to Devotion, and good for nothing, but to pro- 
mote Lazineſs, and introduce Formality , and a 


kind of Lifeleſs Worſhip of God, ' 


Another 
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Another thing that fixes mens prejudices, is their 
worldly Intereſt and Advantage, this is that which 


1s the ſtrength of the Papacy, and the ſupport of 
the Antichriſtian Hierarchy and Kingdom. The 


Romaniſts are by their Educarion ſeafoned and im- 


bued with the Opinions of that Church, and their 
Intereſt confirms them im the belief of them. When 
they come to the uſe of their Reaſon, and a Ca- 
pacity of judging concerning them,men do ſeldom 
embrace Opinions that are inconſiſtent with their 
voridly Advantages, or forſake thoſe (though ne- 
ver ſo unreaſonable) that do favour and advance 
it By believing the DuEtrine of that Church they 
poſſeſs Eſtates and Honours, they live in Ezfe: and » 
Peaſure, and exerciſe Dominion over the Conſci- 
erces of men; and theſe things are pleaſant to de- 
praved Natures and corrupted Minds, and by them 
men are charmed and bewitched into a Belief of the 
wildeſt and moſt unreaſonable perſuaſions in the 
Werld. ?T were impoſſible to hold the Members 
of the Church of Rome to a belief of its own Do- 
Ctrine, were there no worldly Intereſt to biaſs and 
ſway theirJudgments thereunto; Biſhopricks andAb- 
bacies, Caps 'and Miters , and the many Prefcr- 
ments and Advanrages wherewithal that Church a- 
bounds, do more to preſerve it than all the Power 
of Princes, yea than all the writings of the great- 
eſt and moſt learned Champions of that cauſe, And 
*11s not only in the Rowan Church, bur in ſome os 
ther Churches of Chr:ftendom beſides, that Intereſt 
doth either form mens Opinions, or fix their An- 
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ticipations, and make them ſteddy and immutable 
therein. | 

The variety of mens Underſtandings and Preju- 
dices, being thus obviouſly great and many, how 
1s 1t poſſible chat there ſhould be Union and Concord 
among Chriſtians, if Church Communion be ſuf- 
pended upon the belief and acknowledgment of 
doubtful and unneceflary things? May not their 
concord with as much reaſon be ſuſpended upoa a 


{anulitude of faces, features, and proportions ? 
SEG. VI 


UT I ſhall argue the improbability of it, from 
B Experience, as well as from its proper Caufes. 
Do we not ſee great variety of judgments, and 
. apprehenſions in all parts of Learning and Know- 
ledge ? Do not Grammarians difler in the ſenſe znd 
meaning of words, and in the explication of the 
Idiotiſmes and peculiarities of the learned Langua- 
ges ? Do not our Mythologiſts differ in the account 
they give of the Fables of the Greek and Liatine 
Poers ? Do not ſome Learned Men think that they 
are ( at leaſt many of them ) corruptions of the 
true Hiſtory of things which we have in the Holy 
Bible? Hath not the Learned Bochartus among 
others given very prohable reaſons for it? and hath 
not an Engliſh DoCtor and Divine of our Church 
derided, and laughed ar him for it ? 

Have not, and do not our Theological Criticks 
2nd Tranſlators difter in their Opinions, even con» 
ccrning the Signification of words, as about the 
x Original 
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Original of them ? Is there any agreement or con- 
cord among them, or do we need to go far for 
proofs of it ? The firſt verſe in the Bible will tur- 
niſh us with enough. IVY X13 Is :be beginning 
is tranſlated by the Feruſalem Targum , NDIMNA 


in Wiſdom, By the Arabick }, the fo, and by 
Aquila & xp2ail, Sammmatim. Nor are they agreed 
in the origination of the word CI'BYW Some will 
have it compounded of the words ED)D and COW 
jb: ſunt aqua, there are waters : Orhers will have it 


derived from the Arabick word , g, altwmeſſe. And 


as great variety may be obſerved in the Tranſhation 
ot thoſe words, The Spirit of God mgved upon the 
face of the waters, but ſuch varictic3 are endleſs, | 
will only mention the different opinions of Criticks, 
upon thoſe words , P/al, 22.17. They ' pierced. 
The word '"IND ſome think is derived from the 
Hebrew word 112 and that the Aleph in the nud- 
ale is Epenthertical, and the Jod in the end of the 
word is put for Vay, either by the negligence of 
Tranlcribers, or the traud of the Jews out of 
ſpight ro the Cliriſtian Religion : Others think the 
radix of the word is V1, and that Aleph is put for 
Ajn, by a permutation uſual in the Eaſtera Lan+ 
guages: Others think that the word is Syriack,and 
that the radix is 5L2 and that *tis here the infnt- 
tive Mood with the affix of the firſt Perſon,which 
often admits the fignification of the prererperfect 
Tenſe among the Hebrews. This opinion they 
think is favoured by the Septuagint, who Trandate 
the word merer, which 1s of the ſame Gignification 
with 
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with 5L2 as Ferrarius informs us. Other diverſities 
: of opinions there are concerning this word, thoſe 
thar pleaſe may conſult De Dren, Glaſſius, Hottinger, 
Amama, Pocock, in Porta Moſis,with many others, 
Are there not preat diverſity of opinions 
among Hiſtorians and Chronologers ? do they give 
the ſame account of things ? is there no diverſity 
in their narrations? Do the Greek and Roman 
Hiſtoriographers, report the ſame things of the 
Emperours, great Generals, and men of War, 
whoſe lives and ations they tranſcribe, and tran- 
ſmit ro future Ages and Generations ? Do they fix 
che ſame Epoches, and Periods to the beginning 
and end of the four famous Empires that have ſuc- 
ceeded each other in the world? Are they agreed in 
what year of the Julian period to fix the Creation, 
or how long it hath been exiſtent ?. Longomont anus 
reckons it exiſtent, 3964. Kepplerus 3493 years 
before the birth of our Lord. Riccrolus ſays in his 
Almageſt that he hath proved in his Chronology 
that this duration of the world could not be exren- 
ded farther than 4076,-nor determined ſhorter 
than the year 3993, from the Nativity of our 
Lord ; And the moſt probable year of the interme- 
diate ſpace betwixt theſe two periods he thinks 1s 
the year 4.06 3. Sce And Tacqu:t. Aſtron. lb. 1, p. 
4.6. This is enough to prove the variety, and un- 
certainty of Chronology, to which many more 
m:ght be added, if it were to any purpoſe. 
\V hen will our Learned Commentators agree in 


ghcir expolitions of the dark and obſcure parts -of 
the 
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the Scripture ? When will they give the ſamefſenſ> 
of the Prophecies of Denicl and the Revelations ? 
Mr.Mede ſeems to have given the faireſt account of 
hem, and yet the Learned Dr. More difſents from 
him in many of his interpretations, as well as from 
Dr. Hammond, and his admired Hugo Grottus. And 
"tis not only among Chriſtian W riters that this di- 
verſity is found, but even among the Jewiſh Do&t- 
ors: I ſhall only give one inſtance thereof amongſt 
numberleſs nnmbers that might be produced: and 
that ſhall be from their expolitions £ the 5 3 Chap, 
of 1/aiah. Abrawvancl in his enquiry concerning the 
Subject of that Prophecy tells us , that many of 
their Wiſe Mer: underſtand it x99 vrwS rmwE Sy 
de Meſſiah venturo and thus Pachmanides under- 
ſtands it : Rabbs Saeidias underſtands it of Fercmy 

the Prophet, and ſo doth Aben Eſra and Rabbi Me- 
vachem, with. whom Grotius afſents, though not 

without ſome heſitation. Farchi and both the Kim- 

chi's ( Father and 50n) underſtand it of the Jewiſh 

Nation, which opinion he embraces and defends. 

Vide eum fi Fo Commentar:is fol 78. Thelike 

diverſity 1s found among the Mabumetans, as thoſe 

that pleaſe may find in Mr. Pococks ſpecimens H1ſto- 

714 Arabumn, and his notes upon it, as alſo in Horrmn- 

gers Hiſtoria Oriemtalis, 

When will the diverſcy of opinions concerning 
the HebrewPoints receive a a9 marr ger 
in his Arcanmm puntationis aflerts the novelty of 
them, fo dothour Learned Walton. Buxtorfius Fu- 
nior aſſerts them in his mts Critica, Capaln af 
ends 
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fends his opinion with acrimony and fcorfi 
enough towards his adverſary, as may be ſeem 
throughout his whole defence; Baxtorfins replies a 
gain, and the Con:roverſy 1s nor yet ended, nor | 
think like to be. Thefe things Create no diſputes 
among Carpenters and Maſons,among Plough-men 
and Carters, and Perſons thar live 1n an utter 1 
rance of them, bur they are, and wilt be contro- 
verhes among the Learned, tit Elzas come. 

And are there not as many controverkes , 
varienes, and uncertainties in natural Philobphy, 
as in what I have already mentioned ? are nor all 
things variouſly argued there, and are not mens 
Judgments in thoſe matters as multifarieus as theio 
Perſons in them ? Have not DeszCharter, and fome 
other Philoſophers of hte overturned the whole 
Syſteme of the Ariſtotelian Philoſophy, and may 
not others do the like by what they have 
hed, and are there not as great objections lying a- 
painſt rheir Novel Syſtemes, as againſt thoſe thao 
they have rejected ? Ov are rhe minds of ingenious; 
and inquifrtive men any more fatihed in the one, 
than im the other ? | 
Are Phyſicians agreed in the nature of Simples, 
"Drugs, and Minerals? have they any fixed Method 
for the Cure of Diſeaſes ? are they apveed in the 
Nature and Caufes of them ? Can they tell what 
cauſeth Convulſtons, and Epileplies? Are they's+ 
greed, or ſatwhed in what Dr. Wilks hath difcour« 
fed concerning them ? Do they know' what cauſes 
an Apue, or in what part of whe body, and "_ 
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veſlels thereof that Fomes lies, which at ſtated times 
ferments, and produces thoſe various Symptomes ? 
Are they agreed m their judgments about theſs 
things, or are they ever like to be? Do we not 
find new methods of Curing Diſeaſes propounded 
every day,which after they have bad their turn up- 
on'the Stage, they go off, and otbers ſucceed them. 
As the varienes in-natural Philoſophy are many, 
and the differences among thoſe that converſe there- 
in innumerable, fo are there the like among the 
Writers and Students in Metaphyſicks. What is 
there in that Science that is not variouſly 
and diſputed? When, willthey be agreed. about the 
Principle of Individuals,about the nature & number: 
of Cauſes, about, Quantity, Habits,Relations, and 
other things paſt count and number? Whca will 
they with oneconſent te{{ us the difference between 
the Decrees and Eſſence of God, whether it bereab 
virtual, relative, or by extrinfick denomination? 
To theſe variexics and differences in Science,add 
thoſe that are found. among Mathematicians' un 
Aſtronomy, andother-parts vf Mathematical Lear 
ning, When will they be agreed about the Dia- 
meter and Circymference of the:Earth, when will 
—_— pry 4 _ we muſt tis 
ward,ere t elevated one degree bi | 
'*cis it. the place of qur prefent abode and habitari« 
on? 'W hen will: they determine the quantity of the 
peralaclaical Angle af the Sun 2B 16two degrees, 
or.three ; and ſame prime minutes, as Likes 
regning will have it; or is it only 14. or 15, - 
conds 
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conds a3 Vendeline determines it; or at the moſt 
but 3o ſeconds even When the Sun 1s neareſt the 
Earth as Tacquet reſolves it? Aſtron lib. 3.p.131. 
132, When will they fix the diſtance ot the Sun 
and Moon from the Earth, and from each other? 
when will they determine the nunber of the Earths 
Semidiameters, by which theſe diſtances may be' 
meaſured? when will they agree in the height and 
extenſion of the Atmosphere, and haw much the 
Diameter thereof exceeds that of the Earth, in its 
length and extenſion ? when will they conſent in 
the proportion that the ſeveral planetary Orbs 
have to each other, with many other queſtions of 
| like nature and uncertainty, too many to mention ? 
If the variety of mens Judgments in matters of | 
Humane Learning and Philoſophy be ſo great, it 
cannot reafonably be expected, that they ſhould be 
one and the ſame in the DaCtrins of Religion. There 
are as great depths,and as many unfathomleſsabyſles 
in Rehgion, as in any part of Learning or Philoſo- 
phy; and indeed thoſe very things that are difhcul- 
ries in Religion, at leaſt ſome of rhem,are not pecu- 
liar to Chriſtianity, but were the ſame before it was 
known in the world, and are indeed difficulties iri c 
Philoſophy, as much as in Religion. Such are the || | 
difficulty of reconciling the Divine Preſcience and || , 
Decrees with Liberty &Contingence,or the Liberty a 
of mams will with the Jnfallibility of Gods; Such 1s 
the original of Evil, ad many things about the || £: 
nature and as of God, and therefore whit there 
F are controverſies and obſcurities in the one, there 
+ will 
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- will be in the other. The things themſelves bein 
mixed and blended, the Obſcurities that —_— 
” | them muſt be mingled and confounded allo. 
« In brief ; There is nothing but a profound Ig- 
, norance that can make Men of one Judgment 
(pardon the exprellion, for *us Catachreſtical and 
$ . . 
- | improper) in the obſcure, dark, and unneceſſary 
1 Do&trines of Religion. This is obvious among 
. | the Papiſts themſelves ; for though the common 
© | People, which are kept in Ignorance, and nor per- 
5 © mitted to read the Bible, manage no Controver- 
G ſies concerning Points of Religion , nor are 
c divided in their Judgments about them; yet their 
5 Learned Men are at as great Differences , and 
cf there are as great Feuds among them, as amon 
| Proteſtants, unleſs it be in ſuch things where their 
y [Intereſt unites them. This is ſufficiently known 
4 by all Learned men, what everlaſt.ng Quarrels 
= || there are between the Teſuites and Dommicans, 
Ss || the Tanſemſts and Moliniſts, and many other Or- 
$ ders among them ; ?infomuch thar his infallible 
”” | Holineſs himſelf durſt not determine them, for fear 
” | of difobliging the one or the other Party of them. 
» I indeed keeps men quier, and fr 
" gnorance indee ps quier, ce 
| from raiſing Controverſies, and running into vari- 


af of Judgments.Plough-men & Carters, donot uſe 
- || to differ about the lt of words 1n the 
7 | Greek, Hebrew,and Oriental Languages, bur Lin- 
guiſts do, and will everlaſtir.gly differ about them. 
5 Tradeſmen and Farmers have no Debates about 

the paſling of thipgs our 4 a State of Poſhbility 
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into a State of Futurity; or whether there needs 
a Decree of God for the effeCting of it. The Mer- 
cers and Haberdaſhers are not divided in their 
Opinions about the variation of the Sun's fartheſt 
declination, the mutation of his Excentricity, or 
' the unequal Motion of his Apoge. Thele are 
things they prerend no knowiedge in, and there- 
fore they entertain no diverlity of Sentimeats 
concerning them : But Aſtronomers have been of 
different Judgments in all theſe things, as may be 
ſeen in the Author lately quoted, pag. 45. 37- 


SECT. VIIE 


ET' after all that I have ſaid to evince the 
Improbability , or rather Impothbility of 
Union among Ceriſtians in many things, eſpecially 


ſuch as are dark and doubrful, and of little uſe or- 


neceffity, I do not intend to athrm that Chriſtians 
can agree in nothing, or that all Uniformity of 
Judgment is impoſiible and impratticable among 
them ; no, I do with much affurance ſay, That 
Chriſtians may, do, and will agree in all the Efſen- 
tial and Conſtituent Parts of Chriſtianity, and that 
Peace and Love may be maintained notwithſtand- 
ing very 'great variety of Opinions, and ſome dif 
| ferent iccs too in other thin 
That Chriſtians will agree in the great Efſen- 
- tials of Chriſtian Religion, is «en ; for they 
do ſo. Greeks and Romans, with all the ſeveral 
Subdiviſions that are among them, do gonlenr in 
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one Common Crecd, Rule of Life, and Compen- 
dium of Prayer and Devorion ; all Proteſtants, 
Calvimiſfts, Lutherans, and Arminiars, or by what- 
ever Qther title they may be known or called, 


cimicnt w th them in the great Agenda,Credenda, 


{'ctendain Religion. In theſe things there 13 no 
diverhity among them ; thoſe thinss are ſo obv1i- 
ous in the Scripture, and many of them in the 
L'ght of Nature, and by the Providence of God 
have been fo fuperintended, rhat 1n the greateſt de- 
tections of the Church, and Apoſtacy of Chrt- 
ſtians, the knowledge and belief of them hath 
been preſerved and continued amongſt all. 

Yea I am paſt doubr, that it only theſe things 
were made the Conditions of Communion among 
Chriſtians, with Liberty of Difference in other 
things, and ſome variety of practices in particular 
Churches, more Unity, Peace and Love would 
thereby be produced, and Knowledge, Piety and 
Godlineſs be more advanced than by any other 
means in the world. In the daies of the Apoſtles, 
and in ſome Apes after thew, perſons were ads» 
mitted into the Chriſttzn Church, upon their be. 
lief and conſent to theſe few plain things ; yea up- 
on a bare conſent ro the Contents of the Baptiſmal 
Covenant ; and whilft they continued that Con» 
ſent and Faith, rhey were continued in the Com- 
munion of Chriſtians; and I da not yet under- 
ſtand why men may not be Chriſtians, and par- 
take in the Communion of Chriftians upon the 
ſame terms\now as then y I think the Apoſtles 
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were 25 wiſe men, and knew as well what they 
dil, as any that have come after them in the Go- 
vernment of the Church; and I do nor as yer ſee 
any reaſon why their Laws and Conditions of 
Communion ſhould be altered. 1 am afraid the 
alteration of them hath done more hurt, and oc- 
caſfhoned more miſchief ro the Church of God, 
than they that were the Authors thereof will be 
able to give a fair account of ro God Almighty 
one day. | 
It is not to be doubted, but that there was 
reat diverſity of Opinions (and iome diverſity of 
Pratices) in things of inferiour nature among 
Chriſtians, and among Churches, even in the 
Primitive Church ; "The Jewiſh and Gentile 
Converts had not the ſame Opinions, nor were not 
of the ſame Juigment ; Some differences there 
were among them, both in Opinion and Practice, 
as is obvious in the Scripture: And Sr. Paul al- 
lowed it, and communicated with them therein. 
And thus it was in the Apes ſubſequent to the 
Apoſtles, as Euſchizzs reports from the Letter of 
Irenezzs to Victor Biſhop of Rome, lib. 5. cap. 24. 
Vifttor had Excommunicated the Aſiaticz Churches, 
becwiſe they would not obſerve Eaſter after the 
Roman manner, for which Irenexs Biſhop of Lyons 
in France reproves and admoniſhes him not to 
Excommunicate and Cut off whote Churches, for 
obſerving the Tradition of their Fathers ; for they 
had alwaies oblgrved it on the fourteenth day of 
the Month, and would not change it, ro comply 
with 
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with the Roman Cuſtom, who obſerved it on the 
Lord's Day. Ireneus tells Vifor, That there was 
not only a Controverſie about the Time of Ob- 
ſerving Eaſter, but alſo about the Obſervation of 
the Faſt that did precede it; ſome thinking theme 
ſelves obliged to obſerve one,ſome two,ſome more, 
and ſome torty Dates ; and this variety was not a 
Novel Cuſtom lately introduced, bur had been 
ſuch long before in the Times of their Progent- 
rors and Predecefſors; but this brake no Peace, 
though they diftered about theNumber of the Daieg 
of Faſting. n dia&cy;e 5 mcias Thu ouoraty f mwwe ob 
can, The diverſity of the Faſt did commend the A- 
greement of Faith. He adds that Hyginus, Anicetas, 
Pius, Zyſtus, and Teleſpborus, which Ruled the 
Church of Rome before him, though they never 
obſerved Eaſter after the Cuſtom of the Aſratiques 
nor permitted it to be done in their Church, yet 
they kept Peace with thoſe that came to them 
from other Churches where it was ſo obſerved ; 
and gives inſtance in Polycarpzs, who being at 
Rome in the time of Anicetus, was treated by him 
with Love and Honour, and permitted to conſe- 
crate the Euchariſt in his Church : And if Biſhops 
and Church-men, were as humble, pious, & peace- 
able as thoſe two Biſhops were, there might be 
the ſame Peace among them and their Churches, 
though they differed in ſome Cuſtoms, Practices, 
and Obſervations, 

I know no more reaſon that Biſhops and 


Churches ſhould quarrel one with another for the 
C 3 fake 
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fake of ſome differing Opinions and Praftices,than 
that they ſhould quarrel abont the difterence in 
their bodily ſtrength and ſtacure (1 have inſtanced 
in the face before) or the various ſorts of Faſhions 
and Ornaments wherewith they are covered and 
adorned. Were it not a pleaſant thing to obſerve 
men huthng,and raging.anathemartizing,& curling 
each other , becauſe one wears brown coloured 
Cloth, and another wears Gray ; one wears Serge, 
and anather Freeze; anc buckles his Shors, and 
another tics them with Strings? And are not ma- 
ny of the Coatentions of Chriſtendom indeed 
founded and eſtabliſhed upon Reaſons of equal 
weight and value? Are not moſt of the unchri- 
ftian Feuds and Heats that are in Eng/and, of this 
fort and kind? What jf one man tirs ar rhe hoty 
Sicrament, ancther ſtands, 4nd another knce!s ? 
Is nor a Unity of AﬀcStion and Faith reconcilable 
w:th this divcrlity of geſture ? What it one man 
reads his Prayers, and another repeats them from 
his Mcmory ? Whar if one man utes a Form, and 
another prayes Extemporately ? may they not be- 
Tieve the Common Faith, and live in Love and 
Peace together ? I am ſure this may be, and if it 
be not fo, *ris not hard to tell what is the reaton of 
ir, oor where the blame nut be laid. 

It Peace and L.ove may be preferved, amidft 
fome diverſity of Opinions, in the lefler things of 
Religion, and ſame variety of PraCtices, alſo (as 
f am very fure it may, if nothing elfe do hinder it) 
it may be hoped that the Chriſtian world may en- 
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joy ſome quiet once again, and loſt Charity, Love 
and Kindneſs may revive among the Diſciples 
and Servants of the God of Love and Peace ; but 
if nothing will ſarisfie the Guides and Rulers of 
Chriſtendom,but Uniformity in all things z and no 
Liberty be given for ſome diverſities of Pra 
there will be, nor can be, any Peace or Concor 
upon Earth ; for Chriſtians never will agree in 
many things ; nor is it morally poſſible the 
ſhould, as I have evinced (I ſuppoſe) at large al- 
ready. 

The truth is, the idle Dream, the fond Imagina- 
tion of a poſſibility of makingChriſtians of one uni- 
form Judgment and Practice, hath filled the Chuiſti- 
an world with variance, ſtrife and contentions, with 
blood, violence, rapine, and oppreſſion, with pro- 
ſcriptions and baniſhment: Yea harh left little 
more than the name of Chriſtian Religion in moſt 
parts of the world. For that men may be of one 
Judgment and Practice ir Religion, there mult be 
Impoſitions, and theſe Impoſitions muſt be in> 
forced by Laws, and the contempt or breach of 
theſe Laws muſt be penal, and thoſe penalties muſt 
be ſharp and ſevere, and ſeverely executed, and 
bring us to ſuch a _ or elſe they are only Mau- 
kings, and men will laugh at them, and differ ftill 
as much as ever. 

And ſure it is, that men fearing God, will not- 
debauch their Conſtiences, nur Gn againſt God, 


they will not hazard their Souls to preſerve and 
ſecure their Lives, their Bodies, and their Eſtates ; 
C 4. they 
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they will not run the hazard of being damned 
everlaſtingly, to eſcape the temporary puniſhment 
of impoſing and domineering Rulers and Church- 
men ; __ therefore they mutt be impriſoned, 
fined, baniſhed, hanged, and damned too, if ir 
werc in the power of their good Friends and Pro- 
ſecurors to do ir. And thele are the blefled Effects of 
Tyrannical Impofitions ; theſe the means of Peace, 
Union and Concord among Chriſtians and 
Churches. But I would fain learn who taught them 
theſe means, waies and methods of Peace, Unity 
and Concord. Ot all the Creatures upon Earth, 
a man would ſuſpeC&t they learned it from the 
Devil, who was a murtherer from the beginning ; 
ſurely they never learnt them from the holy Jeſus, 
for he never uſed any luch methods of Peace, nor 
taught any ſuch to his Diſciples that I can find in 
the Goſpels. Je know not what manner of ſpirit you 
are of. | 
And what follows ? When they have baniſhed, 
ruined, burnt and murthered all rhe Difſenters ot 
one Ape, the next Ape furniſh*s them with more, 
ro exerciſe their C:u:lty up3n, and imploy their 
Rage which they call by the name of Love and 
and Zzal for Union and Peace : And thus tor the 
maintenance of their Impoſitions and an Imagina- 
ry Peace by the means thereof, they are obliged 
to live in perpetual War, and to maintain ſome 
Legions in conſtant pay, to ruine and deſtroy 
thoſe which are much better than themſelves, and 
dearer to God and Chriſt, as they may alſo dearly 
I ow 
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know when they come to account to him for it. 

But if they chance to ruine all Diſſenters, and 
none ariſe in ſucceſſion to them, then muſt men 
grow to a careleſneſs & indifferency in all Religion; 
they ſhall retain the name, and perform and exer- 
ciſe ſome of the exteriour parts and formalities 
thereof, but as for the Power of it, and a conſcien- 
cious reverence and veneration for the Authority 
and Laws thereof, they are utter ſtrangers there- 
unto. Impoſitions aud Proſecutions upon the 
breach of thoſe Laws that do enforce them, puts 
a period to all ſearch and enquiry ; it gives a check 
to all endeavours after an Encreaſe in Knowledge: 
For it men uſe the means thereof, they will differ 
in their Sentiments and Apprehenſions, and thoſe 
differences will expoſe them to the publick Rods 
and Axes; and therefore they muſt grow utterly 
negligent therein, chuſing rather to be ignorant 
with ſecurity, than to obtain Knowledge to their 
ruine and deſtruction; and whatever puts a pe- 
riod to all endeavours after Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding : doth certainly ruine and deſtroy the 
Power of Religion. For Ignorance introduces 
Irreligion, Formality, and Superſtition, but is no 
Moxher to, or promoter of true, internal, hearty 
Religion and Devotion. And this is one of the 
diſmal Efte&ts that Impolirions and Laws for the 
inforcing of men have had m Poptſh Countries, 
eſpecially in Spain and Italy. There's nothing left 
in thoſe Countries, but the name of Chriſtianity, 
and ſome outſide Formalities of Worſhip and De- 
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votion ; they know nothing of the Power of it : 
And I am not withovt fears, that if the preſent 
Impolitions in England be continued, and the 
Laws proſecuted, and Diſſenters ruined and de- 
ſtroyed thereby, that (unleſs God raiſe up others) 
the Life and Power of Religion will decay, and 
Tepidity, Formality, & Indifferency, with an en- 
creaſe of Senſuality and Prophanenefs ſucceed 
thereunts. 

And really, ſuch a State peradventure may be 
acceptable enough to ſome men; for ſo they may 
live in Plenty and Peace, and have what may 
careſs their ſenſes, and pleaſe and pgratihe their 
Juſts, they care not much what becomes of the 
Honour of God, or the Souls of Men. Thus *tis 
in Popiſh Countries ; the Pope and his Cardinals, 
the Biſhops, Abbots, and moſt of the Clergy, live 
in Honour, and at eaſe ; they abound in all things 
that are gratcful to the Fleſh; they withhold not 
their hearts from any Joy ; but whether the 
People ſerve God or the Devil, whether they be 
ſaved or damned, is very little their concernment, 
Let them believe as the Church believes; let them 
he obedient tothe Orders thereof ; let them ad- 
vance no Opinions contrary to its Inſtitutions, and 
for other things they are at liberty, and may do as 
they liſt. "There 1s no fin like Inconformity, and 
breaking the Orders and tyrannous Impofitions of 
the Church, They may break all God's Command- 
ments with more ſecurity than any one of them. 
| Some thete be do not fear to ſay, That there are 
others 
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others in the workd that are much of the humour 

of thoſe Catholick Gentlemen; and many there be 

that do not know very well haw to confute' 

rhem. 

Ler it not be faid that I impute all ſeriouſneſs: 

in Religion, to variety and difterences of Judgs+ 

ment and Opinion; I mean no ſuch _ [ io 

pute it to an encreaſe of Knowledge, and skill in 

the Scriptures and Doctrine of Chriſtianity , ro 

wh'ch diverſity of Opinions, and ſome diverſity in 

Pradtices too 1s, for ought thar I can ſee, unavoid- 

able ; nor is there any way of pong one 

without the other. This the Papiſts fee well 

enough, and therefore forbid the m_ of the 

Scripture to the Vulgar; and ſome Proteſtants ſee 

Ir too, See Biſhop BrambalPs Vindication againſt _ 

Mr. Baxter, who ſhall ſcape fairly (he ſays) | 

caſt it in his teeth, that the promiſcuous licence 

which they give to all ſorts of people, qualified or un- 
qual:fied, not only to Read, but to Interpret the Seri 
Pure accordmg to their private ſpirit, or particular 
fancies, without any regard either to the Analogy of 
Faith which they underſtand nor, or the Interpreta- 

rion of Dcfors of former Ages, ss more prejudicial, I 

might better ſay pernitions, bcth to particular Chri- 
ftians, and to whole. Soctertes, than the over rige« 
rous reſtraint of the Romaniſt. p. x16, 117. There 
are mare may ce it in due time, and "tis to be ſuſ- 
ſpected, that thoſe that commend that Book, and 
have eſpouſed ſome other notions of that Author, 
concernivg Patriarchal Power, and the Obligation 
to 
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to obey the Laws of Univerſal Councils,till they be 
repealed, (which how they ſhall be I cannot tell) 
may have ſome kindneſs far the ſame Opinion, and 
ſome illuminations concerning it, though it be roo 
early in the morning, as yet to propoſe them to 
publick Conſideration. 

However I have entertained the perſuaſion 
which I think I am not ſo like to forſake , that 
Knowledge with ſerious Piety , and Godlineſs , 
though mixed with ſome real Errours, Diviſions, 
and Miſtakes (tor mm variety of judgment concern- 
ing the fame things all cannot be true) is more eli- 
gible, than Union, and lameneſs of apprehenſion, 
with Ignorance , Prophaneneſs, Formality , and 
a form of Godlineſs without the Power of it. A 
living man, though ſomething miſhapen ard de- 
formed, is better than a lifeleſs Sratue, rhoughir 
be never ſo beautiful and comely ; and moſt Pa- 
rents had rather have their Children alive, though 
by their little pieviſh humours and quarrels, they 

ive them ſome trouble and vexation, than to be 
deprived of them, having nothing but their pict- 
ures and lifeleſs Marbles, which never need their 


Umpirage to reconcile their animolities and waſp- 
1ſh feuds. 
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UT what means all this Diſcourſe? Why this 
' 1s the meaning of it. Union and Peace among 


Chriſtians is a very fine thing, and greatly defire- 
| able ; 
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able; but ſo various are the Underſtandings, and 
ſo great and inveterate are the prejudices of men, 
that Union of Judgment can never be expected, 
with any probability,unleſs in a few,plain,neceſſa- 
ry things. Peace,Union,and Love was preſerved in the 
Chriſt:anChurch in the Pr;mo-Primitive times, upon 
ſuch terms,upon the conſent unto,and agreement in 
a few, plain, neceſlary things. Thoſe were thought 
then ſufficient, and they are ſo, ſtill, though the 
belief of it be periſhed from among men. Thoſe 
perſons that ſuſpend the Peace of the Church, up- 
on many dark, uſeleſs, and controverted Propoli- 
tions and Doctrines, and will proſecute all Difſen- 
ters by ſevere and fanguinary Laws, (I will fay it 
over again) do but take a fair way to deſtroy the 
Church of God, and leave nothing but the emp- 
ty Name of Religion in the World. 

You will ſay, What then would you have? 
Would you have all men left at liberty, to believe 
and do as they lift in Religion? Would you 
have no Laws or Rules be impoſed upon the Judg- 
ments and Faith of men? Shall they be permitted 
to believe and publiſh what DoCQtrines they pleaſe? 
Before I make any Anſwer to this Obzeftion, | ſhall 
with all humilicy beſeech both our Civil and Ec- 
cle{1aſtical Governours, eſpecially the latrer,{whoſe 
Government certainly is paternal) that before 
they make Laws and Rules for the Conſciences of 
men, they would a little conſider, 

1. The Weakneſs, Impotence, and Depravation 
of bumane Mind:. Methinks thoſe that govern 
the 
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the Churches of Chriſtendom, ſecm to have very 
little ſenſe of rhe common Calamity of Mankind ; 
they ſeem to have forgotten the great and lamenta- 
ble ImperfeCtions of the whole poſteriry of Adam: 
Are nor the Underſtandings of moſt men pitrituily 
blind and dark ? Are they not ſtrangely impotent 
and weak, yea, unable to diſcern ſometimes the 
cleareſt Evidence and Light? Are they not ftrong- 
ly influenced by Education, Company, Intereſt, 
and many other things? Do not mens Luſfts and 
Paſſions very much influence and ſway their [n- 
tellets? And arenottheir apprehenſions of things 
very much formed by them? This I do acknow- 
| ledge is a fault, but *tis a common fault, and ſure- 
ly ſome conl1deration ought to be had of it, inthe 
making and impoſing Laws 3nd Creeds, upon the 
Comſciences of imen. 

2. The very great Trouble, Tiranmy, and Vexa- 
tow of a ſcrupulogs Conſcience. They that have 
had to do with thoſe kind of perſons , know 
ſomething of it, but none underſtand i fully but 
thoſe that have had experience thereof. The bur- 
then, the trouble, the anguiſh, and the torment 
of it is not «to be expretied; the ſeverity of its 
Laſhes, the rigour of its Rule and Dominion, 1s 
almoſt inſupportable. Perſons of this temper there 
have always been, and will be, and though ſome 
zncompaſſionate men, ( whoſe Bowels ſeem to be 
made of Braſs) laugh ar them, and ridicule their 
tenderneſs and ſcruples, 'yet I do believe thar 
Church-Governours (who ſhould be Fathers to 
| theig 
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their "__ ought to have ſome reſpeft unto 


them in their Conſtitutions and Impofitions. 

3- The impoſſibility of moſt mens giving aſſent 
with judgment to things controverted, difficult and 
cb/care, Let men ſay what they liſt, *cis not con- 
viCtion that makes moſt men aflent either way in 
the difficult controverſies of Religion. Do moſt 
men, yea molt Clergy men, give their aſſent in 
the controverſies between Remonſtrants and Con- 
tra-Remonſtrants, out of convition of Judgment ? 
No: Thoſe things are of ſuch profound and deep 
Speculation, that very few men 46 cuther leiſure, 
Books or Brains to fathota them, and make Jude 
ment of them. "The Controverlie about the dit- 
ference between Biſhops and Prebyters, whether 
it be a difference in Order or in Degree, requires 
ſo much reading and skill in ancient Authors, Fa- 
thers ang Councils, with the debates of Neotericks, 
that many men are not able with any ſettled judg- 
ment, to determine on the one {ide or the other. 
T'is true, that ſome of the Church have lately , 


. With great confidence, without diſpute, concluded a 


difference of Order between them,and we muſt now 
believe it with as much aflurance as the Apoſtles 
Creed # yet I ſee no juſt reaſon to doubt, but that 
the Controverſie will remain longer than our Eſta- 
bliſhment,&peradventure there may have been,and 
ſtill are as great men, and as well skilled in ancient 
Learning, as the late and preſent Biſhops, that are 
of the contrary perſuaſion. I might inſtance in ma- 
ny of their Controverſies at this time, but this ſhall 


' ſuffice ; 
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ſuffice, for I am perſuaded, that all men that have 
impartially ſtudied, and thought of theſe matters, 
and made obſervation on the underſtandings of 
men, muſt acknowledge, that very few men of 
free judgments, can be brought to a full agree- 
ment in controverted and obſcure points of Relig1- 
on: And as fo the moſt conſequently, that ſub- 
ſcribe to what is impoſed becauſe they muſt, they 
do generally ſubſcribe to things which Combien 
entiendan come puerca de freno,they are as well skulPd 
in as a Sow in a Bridle, as ſays the Spaniard. 

4- The mcongruouſneſs of Laws, Fenalties, and 
Executions, to make men wiſe, or groe them large- 
neſs of underſtanding, to bring them to thus Concord. 
Will Laws and Penalties give Eyes to the Blind, 
or Ears to the Deaf ? Or will they enable a weak 
and impaired Eye to ſee Hairs, or the Webs of 
Spiders? Wall they enable the quickeſt. ſight to 
ſee the Woods and Forreſts, the Rocks and Moun- 
rains, the T'owns and Villages, the Caſtles and 
Forts that are in the Moon? Laws and Penaltics 
may ſometimes put men on ſtudy and con(ideration, 
(though I think 'tis not very often, they rather p 


warm and enrage mens Spirits, and put them up- | 

on the defence of their own Opinions, than on the || 7 
conſideration of the truth of thoſe that are impoſed || 77 
on their aſſent and Faith) but they can never make : 


men underſtand beyond their Capacities: All the 
Teaching and Inſtruction in the World will not 
make ſome men wile and learned, and what In- 
ſtruction can't do, I am ſure Laws will not do. 


5. The 
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5. That Laws and Executions may make ſome 
men Lie and Diſſemble, and Conſent agamſt therr 
Conſci:nees to Impeſitions: but of all men juch 
are the. ſharpeſt and meſt inraged Enemies; And 
none upon Earth will be more ready to revenge 
themſelves upon the Impoſers, than they will be, 
whenever an opporrunity be offered ro them. 
Thus in the Dajes of Queen Mary, many dif- 
ſembled, and afſented ro rhe Roman Impoſitions, 
ro preſerve their Eftates and Lives, but they re- 
rained their "Id Opmt:ons, and conceived a mor- 
ral hatred againſt thofe rhat put them on thofe 
ſtrairs and difhiculties,as Dr. Brirner obferves( Hiſt. 
Refor. part 2. page 364.) : And there is no doubt 
but they were the keeneft, and moſt eager Ene- 
mies to the Romanifts, in the Daizs of Queen E1:- 
zabeth, when they had the opportunity of re- 

verging themſelves upon them. | 
G. That »f is not impoſſible, bat the ſame 
meaſure that ſame mete to others, maj be meajured 
to them again ; and that thoſe that Impole upon 
the Faith and Conſciences of others, may b: !;:p9- 
{cd upon themſelves with the [arne, yea far greater 
Tyranny and Rigour. The Papilts are endeayonr- 
ing to fubvert our Government and Rehgion ; 
they bave had Defigns upon the Perfon and Lite 
of our Soveraign, and fome men think rhey till 
have z and I know no reafon to imagine that 
they bave forſaken them, unleſs they be convin- 
ced in their Judgments that there is no mT 
ot profpering, or being fuccefsful therem, whick 
D | why 
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why they ſhould be, I confeſs I do not under- 
ſtand. ?Tis true, a man would think they ſhould 
find mighty difhculties in accompliſhing their 
Plot, but it muſt be conſidered that we have 
been, and til] area ſinful Nation, We have cx- 
*ceedingly provoked the Majeſty of Heaven, and 
whether or no for the ſake of our Iniquities, God 
may nof give us up into the hands oo Popiſh 
Enemies, I cannot tell; I am ſure we have de- 
ſerved it; and if he hath determined to puniſh 
us for our ſins, by delivering us up 40 the Ro- 
-an Scourge and Tyranny, *tis to no purpoſe to 
talk of Kiſfculties; they ſhall be the Rod in his 
hand, and he will chaſtiſe us in defpite to all the 
oppoſition that we can make againſt ir. 

7. That God who ts the great Sovereign and Go- 
vernour of the whcle Un:wverſe, does ſuffer or per- 
mit many things in this Inferiour World, which he 
doth not approve, propoſing himſelf a Pattern to 
Rulers, God ſulters much among Heathens and 
Infidels, much among profeſled Chriſtians, yea 
and many things he patles by in thoſe that are 
truly his Children; He knoweth their frame, be 
conſideretk that they are but duſt. God is not 
ſevere, nor doth puniſh every fault and miſcar- 
riage among mortals ; and ſurely thoſe that are 
his Vicegercats here on Earth,and repreſent him, 
would do well to mitate the Example of the moſt 
Supreme Lord of all ; or at leaſt I think *twere 
not amiſs to be as equally ſevere againſt Atheiſm, 
Prophanene(s, groſs Immorality, and a contempt 
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of all Religion, as againſt ſore ſmall Errours ir 
Opinion and Differences in PraQtice, from the 
Fitubliſhed Dodtrines and Methods of Divine 
\Vorlhip preſcribed. Ecclcſiaſtick Rulers (whoſe 
Government I have ſaid 1s paternal) are more 
eſpecially obliged to conſider this, foraſmuch as 
they are, orat leaſt ſhould be, beſt acquainted 
with the underſtanding , of the Patience, Long- 
ſuffering and. Forbearance of God : But all 
ſhould conſider it, foralmzuch as all have expe- 
ricnce of it, and muſt have, or they are undone. 
Civil and Eccleſfiaſtick Governours both have 
experience of much Indulgence and Connivance 
from God Almighty, and they have ſtill grear 
nced of more; and *were well that they which 
enjoy and need ſo much, would impart and com- 
municate ſome degree and meaſure of it towards 
others. 

$8. That the requiring of greater Unifcrmity ine 
Opinicn and Prattice in the things of Relig ion,than 
the Church of God is capable of, is no means 
Union, Peace, or Concord, but a moſt effettual and 
certam means of Diviſion, ph LETS Strife and 
Contention, The Chriſtian World hath found 
this true by ſad and lamentab!e Experience, and 


| there is no man of ſenſe or brains, but may eaſily 


perceive it, if he apply himſelf ro the con{idera- 
tion of it. Were it a likely way to promote 
Peace in a Kingdom, yea or in a fingle Town 
or Village, to oblige a)l the Inhabirants thereof 
by Laws, Penaltics and Executions, to learn and 
Tt WON |  ſheak 
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ſpeak the Greek, the Chaldee, or the Arabick Lan-' 
guage, and no other ? Are they capable of it? or 
have they Time, Leilure, Wit, or Helps ſuth- 
cient to obtain a skill and dexterity in t? Have 
they Teachers to inſtruct them in the meaning, 
reading and pronunciation of 1c? Or ſuppoſing 
they had Teachers, Have they al! of them oppor- 
tunity, lciſure, or capacities tur 12 Would this 


make Union, Peace, or Concors irronglt them? FN 


Or would it not certainly mut;'.y, trouble and 
divide them ? No more is it any probable means 
of making Peace, Univa, and Concord among 
Chriſtians, to oblige them to think, ſpeak, and do 
the ſame things, in the many doubrtul and Con- 
rroverted Caſes and Points of Religion and Wor- 
ſhip in agitation amor.g us?. Are their minds all 
of the ſanic thpe and f12e?, Are they all of equal 
capacity and comprenenſion? Yea, are the minds 
of all Clergy-men of equal quickneſs and perſpi- 
cuity? Are they of the ſame vigour? And have 
they the ſame. advantages for the improvement 
and cultivation of them? Or are Tapabiona like- 
ly to unite them ? Or are they nor rather a ſure 
Means, and certain Eng.ne of Diviſion and Sepa- 
ration? ?*T'ss morally impoſſible that men ſhauld 
have the ſame thoughts and apprehenſions in the 
Controverſies of Chriſtianity, as I have ſaid and 
proved in the preceding Diſcourſe ; and if the 
Governours of Churches will require things im- 
poſſible, they may eaſily perceive that it 1s nor 
the way to make Peace, but War; not Union, 

bur 
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but Diviſion; not Love and Friendſhip, but Ha- 
tred, Variance, and Strites: For though ſome 
will afſcnc to all that rhey require, out of In- 
tereſt, and for their Advantage ; others, by the 
hope of a fair and paſſable Interpretation ; others 
will run with the Herd, and ſwallow all without 
any chewing ur conſideration ; yet there will be 
men of tender, ſcrupu'ous, and ſevere Conſcien- 
ces, that will everlaſtingly difſent from them. I 
do humbly conceive ſome regard ought ro be 
had to ſuch perſons by Governours in their Im- 
poſitions, and that thoſe that are moſt afraid of 
oftending God, thould not for that very reaſon 
be expoled to the greateſt Sufferings and Cala- 
mities. 

g. That it ſeems ſomething hard, that it ſhould 
be in the power of Church-G &vernours (who have 
all their Power for Edification, not for Deſtruftion) 
to make men Schiſmaticks at their lift and pleaſure; 
and yet ſoit 1s, if they may Impoſe what Contro- 
verted, Doubtful, and Unneceſſary Dottrines and 
Practices they pleaſe, upon the Belief and Obſerv4- 
tiow of men. It this be granted, thoſe that are 
Go2d and Catholick Chriſtians this day, may be 
a company of Schiſmaticks ro morrow ; *tis bur 
the Impoling ot ſome Doubrtul Opinions on their 
Faith, and ſome Suſpicious Actions upon their 
Practice, and the work is done, And on this 
Suppelition ?ris come to paſs, that all the Chr 
ſtian{ World are by ſome part or other thereof, ac+ - 
counted Schiſmaticks. Fas Romaniſts _* 

3 | 
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all Schiſmaticks,that refuſe and diſſent from their 
Impoſitions. "The Proteſtants are of ſeveral Judg- 
ments, and various Practices, and are more than 
enough ſevere in their Cenſures of each other. 
Some ſeem to account all rhofe Churches Schif- 
matical, that have no Biſhops, or Epiſcopal Or- 
d nation ; others think them Schiſmatical thar do 
aſſert the neceſſity of it, and will Impoſe the Be- 
Lief and Practice thereof.. The Caſe being thus, 
an honeſt and ſober man would be ſhrewdly 
tempred to think, that Gad never gave an 
Power to Church-Governours to Imp6ſe Doubt- 
ful and Unneceflary things upon the Belief and 
Practice of Chriſtians,and thereby make Schiſms, 
Sceparations and Diviſions at their pleaſure ; but 
that all the Power they have, is to Command 
and Impole things plain, neceſſary, and certain ; 
and that thoſe are enough to maintain rhe 
Churches Peace. 

Io. That : ſcems very hard aiſo, that men 
that believe all the Antient Creeds, aſſent to al 
the Fundamental Articles of the Chriſl tan Relt- 
gion, and live a picus and holy Life, denying all 
umgodlineſs and' worldly luſts, living righteouſly, 
{overly and podly in this world, hunld be denyed 
rhe Communton of the Church : And yet thus ut 
71;, and thus it doth happen, by reaſon of the 
Þnpoſition of ſume Doubtfel and Unneceſſary things, 
Thus 'tis in England; let a man be ſcund in the 
Faith, an | live an Angelical Life, in the exerciſe 
of all kinds of Chriſtian Virtues, yer if he ſcruples 

| Kneeling 
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Kneeling at the holy Sacrament, he may not par- 
take init ; if he doubts the lawfulneſs of Godfa- 
thers, and Godmothers, or the uſe of the Sign of 
the Croſs in ——_ he may not have his Child 
Baptized, or admitted into the Church of God, 
chough he be a perſon ſound in Judgment, and of 
unblameable and exemplary Converſation in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. No Clergy-man can of- 
hciace inthe Church, that ſuſpects ur doubts any 
thing in the Liturgy, Book of Ordmation, and. 
Articles, to be contrary to the Word of God; 
belides ſome other Subſcriptions which a think- 
ing man may be able to find ſuch difficulties in, 
that he cannot anſwer to his own ſatisfaction. 
Be his Abilities never ſo great, be his Delires to 
ſerve God in the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus never 
ſo warm, lively and paſlionate ; yea though he 
have been ſolemnly devoted thereunto, he mult 
not come near the Altar, nor meddle with any 
Publick Miniſtrations, for the promoting the 
Honour of Ged, an | the Salvation of Souls. The 
preateſt skill in Languages and Philoſophy ; the 
largeſt knowledge in Fathers, Councils, Hiſtories, 
and the latter Books and Writings of Divines, 
joyned with uncorrupt Faith, and an unblemiſh- 
ed Life, are not ſuthcient qualifications for the 
Prieſthood. The Impoſitions muſt be all fwal- 
lowed, or the Candidates for it may go feed 
For the Flocks of God (which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood; they ſhall nar 
feed, though rhexe be no others to ſubſtitute in 
ED | D 4 the 
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the Room of them, and they wander, po aftray, 
and periſh eternally by rhe want of Teachers and 
Inſtructers. 


SEC3. 1% 


Aving beſought our Civil, and moſt .eſpe- 
cially our Ecclefraltical Governours,to con- 
fider theſe few things now diſcourſed, ] proceed 
to make ſome Anſwer to the Objection ; What 
would you have? And in general [ reply, I am 
no Advocate for Univerſal Liberty, that men. 
ſhould be lefr to believe, ſpeak, and do as th 
Iſt, I would not that permiſſion ſhould be given 
to any to blaſpheme God, ridicule rhe Chriſtian 
Religion, decry and burleſque all Morality, and 
Jaugh at the day of Judgment, and a State of 

Rewards and Puniſhments. 1 would nor thar 
men ſhould be permitced to Preach Rebellion, 
and Mutiny the Poople againſt their Prince ; nor 
that they ſhould be allowed to fow Sedition, or 
reach fuch Dof&trine =s will ſubvert Q7der. and 
deſtroy all Peace among men; for thele thingy, 

and others of like narure, | am no Patren. Let 

theſe be prevented by all juſt care and endea- 

7 vours, and let fich as offend in any of them un- 

Si} dergo the ſharpeſt paniſhments. p 

&} But zi partienar, for farisfa&tion to this grand 

{I1ery or Obj<ction,as being the chief bulineſs of 

my undertaking, [ humbly propoſe theſe ſeveral 

things which follow. 

* 1. Thar nothing be Made or Inpoſed as Con- 
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ditions of Communion, but a few plain, obvious 
and neceſlary things. In theſe Concord among 
Chriſtians may be expected, and will be found, 
bur in many Doubtful and Unneceflary things it 
is unpaſſible. Grammarians, Hiſtorians, Natu - 
ral Philoſophers, and Mathematicians, agree in 
ſume things. There arc certain Axioms, com- 
mon Notions, and Propolitions, in which they do 
mutually conſent, whatever their Differences be 
in thouſands of other things. In ſome few, great, 
plain, and ulcful things, Chriſtians do and will 
agree, though in many things of lefs certainty, 
uſe and importance, they may and will differ to 
the worlds enu. Exiſftimmat ejus Majeſt 4 nullam 
ad ineundam concordiam Lreviorens fore viam,quam 
ſi diligenter [efarentur nece{ſaria a non nece{ſariis; 
CF ms de neceſſariis conventat, omnis opera inſuma- 
tur, in non neceſſariis Chriſtiane libertats Iocus de- 
tur. Epiſt. Cauſabont ad Card. Perronzwm. fp. 31. 
Let the things Impoled as Terms and Condi- 
tions of Communion, be the Great, Eſlenrtial, and 
Conſtuuent Parts of Chriſtianity : Let them be 
ſuch as are of the Etficnce of Religion ; ſuch as 
without Aﬀent and Conſent unto, no man is, or 
can be a Chriſtian. Thar Religion (I mean the 
Chriſtian Rehgion) hath its Eflzntial and Conſti- 
tuent Parts, cannot reafonably be denyed ; for 
it it have no Eſſential Parts, *cis not Lusd Compe- 
fitum, *tis no compound thing, which no man in 
his wits, I think, will attirm ; and :f ir be acom- 
pound thing, jt muſt have its Efſential Parts, 
ee TD diſtinguiſh- 
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diſtinguiſhable from thoſe that are Integral and 


Accidental. We are not to be tyed up to the one as 
to the other. Certamement i/ ſeroit bien & deſirer 
qu'il n'yeuſt pour tout aucunt drverſite, ni bigarrure 
entre les fideles a cet regard. Mais -_ que dans 
Þ infirmite, ou nous vivons en cette chatr mortelleyce 
bon beur eſt plus a ſoubaiter, qu a eſperer, il fant 
refreindre la neceſſite de union de nos ſentimens 
aux points, qui ſont Eſſentiels, & ſans la creance 
des Þ on ne peut parwvenir au ſalat, A leur egard, 
tous les fideles doivent ſentir une meſme , choſe. 
Nulle ne peut y avoir de drverſits [ans rompre. 
Mais quant aux auters, qui ne ſont pas de cette 
smport ance, nous devons y ſouffrir la drverſite quand 
il y en a Pexample de  Apeſtre, qui oblige” bien ci 
apres tous ley fideles a cheminer i une me(me raple 
1 Ce 4 quoy ils eſtoyent parwer.us, mais ſupporte 
neantmoins ceux qui aux reſte ſentent quelque choſe 
autrement que lay, & les fideles parfants, eſperant 
que Die le leur revelera auſſi. Comme vous vwoyer, 
que dans nn eftat, pourveu que tous les citoyens 
tiennent les maximes fondamentales, & meceſſaires 
pour la ſanilion des devoirs efſentiels @ ſa conſer- 
vation , Pon tolere entre eux de la diverſe en 
Pluſieurs autres ſubjefts de moindre importance. 
Daille on Phil. 2. 2. 

3. Let the Eſſential Parts of Chriſtianity be 
ſo carefully colle&ted, that there be no deteR, 
nor no zedundance : Let there be no defed&, leſt 
ſuch perſons as are no profeſſed Chriſtians, be ad- 
mitted to the Communion of the Church : _ 
tacre 
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there be no redundance, leſt thoſe that are true 
Chriſtians, and believe all the Efſentials of the 
Chriſtian Religion, be excluded and denyed their 
proper Priviledge and Right. Facobus Acontius 
diſcourſing of a Common Creed to be uſed amon 

all Chriſtians, and ro be reputed rhe Teſt 'and 
Condition of Communion, ſpeaks as followeth. 
* Ac oportet quidem confeſſionem ejuſmodi eſſe 
<< inſtar definition:s cujuldam, quemadmodum enim 
* requiritur, ut definitio neque plura compleftatur, 
&* neque pauciora,quam res ipſa,que definitur, (vi7..) 
&% ut nibl deſit, nihil redundet : ita m fidet [ymbolo 
5 mihil deeſſ: oportes eorum que ſunt ad ſalutem 
* copnitu neceſſaria; nil etiam contmers debet, 
&* abſque cujus cognitione contingere ſalus poſſit : Si 
«* deeſſet etenim aliquid copnitu neceſſarium, fieret 
* ut qui Chriſt:ianus habers non debuit, neque Ec- 
* cleſiz Dei Membrum, propterea quod profiteretur = 
* allud ſymbolum, haberetur pro Chriſtiano. Sin con- 
* tiner:rur Symbolo aliquid non neceſſarium cogni- 
© tu, uſu venire poſſet, ut qui confiterentur que eſ- 
© ſent neceſſaria, ut qui cum ſud qualicunque fide 
* ſalvi eſſe poſſent, propterea quod non reciperent id 
* ab{que cuſus cognitione contengere ſalus poſe cum 


& eſſent pro Chriſtianis & Eccleſia membris agno{- 


©« cendi,reſicerentur, at fineque deſi. neque redundet 
© quicquam, jam reque rejicerentur, niſi qui ſunt 
&© rejiciendi, neque reciprentur , niſi qui ſunt 
* recipiendi, atque ita aptiſſimum fuerit Symbolum, 
* quo Chriſtians a non Chriſt ianis diſcernumtur, A- 
contu Strat. Satane. lib. 7. p2g. 366, 
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4. Let ſome difference be made between a 
Confeſſion of Faith, and a Summary or Inſtitu- 
tion of Chriſt:an Religion. In a Confeſlon of 
Faith let nothing be igſerted which 1s not necel- 
fary to Salvation : In a Chriſtian Inſticution all 
things may be diſcourſed which may be thoughr 
any way uſctul or advantageous. Whatever 1s 
mentioned in a Creed Symbol on terms of Com- 
munion, beyond what is abſolutely neceſlary, 
breaks the Church of God into Sects and Factt- 
ons, and kills it full of quarrels, ſtrife and conten- 
tions. Thoſe that will promote the Peace of it, 
mult require Aflent and Profeſſion only to forme 
few neceſlary things ; and in vain do men hope 
or expect, that the whole Church of God ſhould 
be of the ſame mind in many or all things. * /n 
* confeſſione [cribendd, ut nibil qu d ommins ſit cog- 
<< uitu_meceſſarum pretermitte1dum tt: ita quice 
<« quid addatur non neceſſarium (etiamſi aticqui Ve- 
<< rum & bonum fit) 14 ad Eccleſia dizzfronem in 
< Sectas pertinet, atque ad diſcurdias &.rixas, qui 
<« pacerms & concordiam mm Eccleſia vult efſe,oportet 
© cur rerums neceſſariarum Tonfeſſione content un 
*fſe; fruſtra enim ſperaverit auquss fore unquam, 
* ut cur Dei Eccleſia tam bene agatur, ut de rebus 
E* omnibus onnes idem ſentiant ; quare «na illa 
< reliqua eft concordie ratio, ſi qui neceſſaria am- 
<« plettuntur, fei a :t ſe mutuo, TI (uas comroverſias 
< inter ſe amanter, humaniterque uti fratres, tra- 
& tent. Aconr, ubi ſupra. pag. 367. 
5.Let this Contcilion,CreedSymbo),or Teſt of 
| | __ Come 
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Communion be expreſſed, as near as poſſible, in 
the words of Scripture, Nibil complefttatur nift ex« 
* preſſum eiſd:m etiam verbis, & loquends formulzs 
* (quead ſcirigporeſt,) quibus ipſe Dei Spiritus uſres 
eſt : For thers may be many men that will own 
and ſubſcribe a Creed, or Confeſſion, exprefled in 
the words of the Holy Ghoſt, which peradven- 
ture may ſcruple that which is expreſſed in our 

own. All Proteſtants do grant, that all thin 
neceſſary to be believed and praCtiſed, are plainly 
and clearly revealed, and expreſſed in the boly' 
and ſacred Volumes. What hinders then, but 
that our Symboly Creed-or Confeſſion, may be 
drawn up in the words of Scripture? Do we 
imagine that our own words will be more apt and 
roper, and fitter to ubviate Hereticks than thoſe 
of the Holy Ghoſt ? Shall we pretend to be more 
wiſe and cautious than the Divine Spirit ? Or do, 
we know what is more or leſs liable to Cavils and 
Exceptions better than God himſelf? Whar ar- 
rogance, madrieſe, and preſumption 1s this? Are ' 
we wiſer than Gcd? Or are we more prudent and 
adviſed than he whoſe unJerſtanding is infinite F 
6. Let nothing be condemned or rejefted in 
this Creed or Symbol, but what is inconfiſtent 
with the Faith ot things abſolutely neceflary to 
Salvation. Let no Errours be condemned in it, 
but ſuch as exclude from the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. It Errours of ioferiour nature be condemn- 
ed in it, twill become an Engine of Diviſion,and 
not.an Inſtrument of Peace ; "twill exclude many 
trom 


60 The Samaritan. 


from the Communion of the Church, which 
ought to be received unto it, and fo be an occa- 
ſion of Separation and Schiſm. And | know no- 
thing almoſt that hath occaſioned more miſchief, 
and brought more fatal Calamittes upon the 
Churches of Chriſt, than the enlarging of Creeds 
and Confeflions, under pretence of obvating Er- 
rours and Herelies, "This one Engine hath cau- 
ſed more Schiſms and Separations, and ſhed more 
blood, and cauſed more deſolations than ail the 
Heathen Perſecutions; and yet notwithſtanding 
the Lamentable Experience of ſo many Apes, 'tis 
ſtill kept in uſe: AndI believe the Devil 1s very 
loth ro part withit ; he hath found ſuch ſucceſs 
and advantage by it, that he will never forſake 
or abandon the uſe of it, if poſſibly he can : And 
there are many men (and ſome that do pre- 
tend to be no Friends to him, or his Intereſts) 
"that ſeem tu be almoſt as Joth to part with 
this bleſſed Invention as the Devil himſelf. 
Optandum foret ut qui publica templa & mu- 
mera occurant, in ſua confeſſione, dettrina, ceremo- 
niis, alliſque ſe intra primorum Chr:ſtianorum & 
Apoſtolorum ſimplicitatem C& generaltatem conti- 
nerent, aut ; X87 90 il'ts Catbolice Fides Articu- 
lis, Symbolo Apoſtol . contentis, hoc eſt Paucis ad- 
modum, © paucis ceremoniis, contents eſſent, & in 
aliorum conſcientias Dommum non uſurparent, adeo 
ut omnes ab/que animi offenſione PE illos catus 
Frequentare, & ibs iter ſe Euchariſtiam celebrare 
Poſſent. Curcelleus in bis Preface to NPIS. 
7. L&t 
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*, Let us know that, the things abſolutely 


neceſſary to Salvation, and utterly inconfiſtene 
with it, are but few. The Learned and peaceable 
Author laſt bur one mentioned,reckons nothing di- 
reftly neceſfary, but Faith in the Son of God; 
and nothing inconfillent with ir, but Unbelict 
of the ſame proportion. By conſequence he grants 
ic neceſſary that we underſtand the depravation & 
guilt of our own lives and natures, and the pur- 
poſe and refolution of God to judge the Living 
and the Dead. Vid. Fac. Acont. Strat. Satanz, 
lib. 3. 4 pag. 123. ad pag. 131. And according to 
theſe apprehen(ſions of things abſolutely neceſſary, 
both dire&tly and by conſequence, he. forms a 
Symbol, which I will propoſe to the Reader's 
view and conſideration in his own words. 

I. ©* .2uod unns fit verus Deus, & is quem 
* ille miſit Jeſus Chriſtes & Spiritus Sanflus, & 
«* quod non recte negatur alius eſſe Pater, alins eſſe 
« Filius; quia Feſus Chriſtus vere fit Dei Filius. 

2. * Ducd homo ire judicioque Dei fit 0b- 
© roxius ; & quod reviviſcent mortui, juſts qui- 
« lem ad ſempiternam beatitudinem, impis wers 
&© ad ſempiternos cruciatus. 

3. © Luoed Deus Feſum Chriſtum Filium ſuum 
&« im orbem miſerit, qui homo fattus propter pec- 
* cata noſtra mortuus ſit, F propter noſtram ju- 
* ftitiam a mortuis excit atus. 

4. * Lund fi crediderimus Dei Filio, per ejus 
« omen wvitam conſequuturi, ſimus. 

| 5. * Qaod non ſit in ullo alio ſalur, non in beata 

« Virgine, 
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" _ aut Petro, aut Paulo,aut ullo alio Sanffo, 
&© vel quoVis alio nomine, & quod non ſit juſt 1tia in 
© Lege, neque in hominum manadatis, aut muyentis; 

6. © Quod unus fit baptiſmus in nomine Pa- 
&« tris Filu, & Spiritus Sanit;. Vid. pag. 373: 
lib. 7. Edir. Oxon. ; 

In Engliſh thus : 

t. There is one True God, and Jeſus Chrif 
2h9m be bath ſent, with the holy Spirit, and 118 
falſly denyed that the Father is not another, and the 

Son another, becauſe Feſus Chriſt is truly the Sont 
of God. 
4 z. Matt is liable to the Wrath and Tudgment of 
God, awd the Dead fhall riſe, the Fuſft to everlaſt- 
ing bappine{s, and the Wicked to everlaſting tor- 
ments. : 

3. God {ent bis Son Jeſus Chriſt into the world, 
wo0 was ma4e Man, and died for our fins, and roſe 
agam for our Tuſbification. | 

4. If we believe in the Son of God, we ſhall ob- 
tain Life by bis Name. 

5. There is Salvation in no other, not in the 
Blelſed Virgin, not m Peter, Paul, or any other 
Saint or Name. There is no Righteouſneſs m or by 
the Law, or by the Commandments and Inventions 
of men. 

6. There is one Baptiſm in the Name of Father, 
Son, and Holy Gheſt. I have not ſer down the 
Creed of this Judicious Author, as if F thought it 
the beſt and moſt exatt rhar can be formed, bur 
becauſe it 13 ſhort, and expreſiked 3h the words of 

Scripture, 
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Scripture, and an Evidenceof his Judgment, thar 
the Communion of Chriſtians, and conſequently 
the Peace of Churches, yea of Chriſtendom, mutt 
be ſuſpended, only on a few plain neceflary 
things. And peradventure our Common Creed, 
with the Lord's Prayer. and 'Ten Command- 
ments. as I have already intimated, might be 
£ | [mpoſitions ſufficient for the Union o: Chriſtians 
; and Churches. 

8. Let the Miniſters of the Goſpel be obliged 
» | to declare their Fai h in, and Aint unto, no 

more than ſome ſuch brief Symbol, or Confeſ- 

f {10n, or rather to thoſe three Summaries of Chri- 
j_ | ſttanity aboveſaid. Let them not be obliged tro 
-. | ſubſcribe unto a multifarious number of Artcles, 
or to proteſs a Faith or Conſent unto them. Let 

4, | them heartily believe thoſe tew great things, and 
/e | reduce their Faith to Praftice, and perſuade 0+ 
; thers (I mean their ſeveral Congregations) ro do 
b. | fo. and this will be a more cficCtual way of pro+ 
ducing and preſerving Peace and Umon, than any 

he | orber way or means whatſoever, and with leſs 
ex | miſchief and inconveniencies *T'ss true, good, 
by || /arge, numerous and ſwinging Impofitions, rati- 
ns | ficd by ſevere Laws, and proſecuted by ſomething 
like an Inquifttion, would pcradventure filence 

er, | Pore Diſputes and Controyerlies ; bur then there 
he | are two ſmall miſchiefs confequent thereunto, The 
ie | one is, ir would deſtroy the beſt part of Man- 
ar | kind trom off the face or the Earth: The other 
of | =, it will deſtroy all ſerious Religion, and leave 
| nothing 
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* nothing but an empty name or ſhadow of it if 
the World. And I am of the mind that ſome ſe« 
riows Religion, though atzended with Contro+ 
ver{res and Contentions zbout ſome ſmaller things, 
15 more eligible than no Religion, or an Pa 
Formality and Vizour of it, though accompanied 
w:th the greateſt Agreement, Union, and Same» 
nels of Judgment - and Apprehenſion imagin- 
ab.e. Mn are not Majtcrs of their own Perſua-« 
frons, and cannot change tbetr Thoughts as they 
pleaſe. He that believes any thing concerning Re- 
ligion, cannot turn as the Prince command: bim, 
or accommodate him[elf to the Law, or b1s preſent 
Intereſts, unleſs be arrrue at that pitch of Atheiſm 
as to look on Relig ion only as @ matter of Policy, 
or as an Engine for Crvil Government. Burnet 1 
his Preface to his late Book of the Right of 
Princes. 

9. Ler Miniſterial Qualihcations be ſer as high 
as prudently they may : Let them be required ro 
have good Skill in the Learned Languages and 
Pailofophy : Let them be skilled in Hiſtory,cſpe- 
Ctaily that of the Church : Let them know ſome- 
thing in the Controverſies of Religion,and in the 
\Vrirters of the Primitive Times. And in theſe 
things, let them undergo a ſtrict Tryal and 
Examination ; and if they be not found compe- 
rently inſtructed in them, let them be rejected. 
Let it not be thought a ſufficient Qualification,to 
have ſeen a Univerſity, and ſpent ſome little 
rimze there, Lt enquiry be made, what Advan« 
tage 
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tage they have made, what Learning they have 
obtained by the time they have ſpent there. Pet- 
ſons may come 8s arrant Fools, and [grprants; 
from thence, as they went thither, and ſometimes 
much more. If no place in the Miniſtry, nor 
Preferment in the Church were to be obtained 
withour Learning, it would oblige young Scho- 
Jars to follow their Studies, and imploy their 
Time in the proſetution of neceſſary Qualifica- 
tions for the Miniſterial Office, that they mighe 
be capable of it: Bur where little elſe 1s requis 
: red in order thereunto, but Submiſſion ro the 
Eccleſiaſtical: Yoke, and a good wide Throat 
that can ſwallow a Pompion, *tis no wonder if no= 
n | 'þing elſe be Learnt or Laboured after by a 
F | great many. 

to. Let greater care likewiſe be taken of the 

h | Picty and Sobriety of their Converſations. Ad 
Perſonarum quidem delefium quod attinet , qui 

4 | 44 mmnus ejuſmodi publicum elgi debent, tales efſe 

oortet ut duo iſta mm iis iroeniantur, Primo, Do- 

Hrina ſana & orthodoxa, Deinde wits & mores 

ne || <oMvenientes 107 modo profeſſiont Religionis Chri- 

6 | fiane, werum etiam tam ſentto & fingulari mu- 

4 | "71 Ad hoe etenim wocantur, ut alivs tum ſer- 

mone, tum vite exemplo doceant. "Theſes Salmur. 

ig, | Pe Miniſt. Evangel. vocatione. Let none be 

\ | admitted to the Sacred Office, that are of Impious 


"1s Lives, and Immoral Converſations ; fuch perſons 
\ne | £ive occafion to men of Prophane and Atheiſtical 


Tempers and Inchriations, to ſcoff, ſcorn, and 
þ E 3 deride 
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deride all Religion, and burleſque it our of the 
Wurld: and to others that are of pious and de- 
your laclinations, to forſake Publick Aſſemblies, 
and runafter Private Meetings,and Convenicles, 
Theſe things are obvious, and no man that hath 
Eyes in his head, can very weil mis the Obſer- 
vation of them. And tu; *twiil be, till greater 
care be taken of the Liics and Practices of thule 
that are admitted to m niſter in holy things ; of 
which at preſent [ 1ce no great | keiihood, fee "g 
thoſe that make the fercelt Declamations againi 
Sepiration & Convent.cies, & do ſometimes com- 
plain alſo of the Athe ſm, Prophaneneſs, and De- 
bauchery of the 'I'ifncs, take no care of removing 
away the Cauies, ard Occafions of them. For [ 
do not doubt bur that very much of the Impiety, 
Irreligion, Separation and Diviſion, which do a- 
bound among us, 1s in a great degree imputable 
to the Ignorance and Wickednels of Clergy-men. 
Were Clergy-men perſons of Wiſdom, Learning 
and Gravity, and of unblemithed Converlation, 
that had nothing to do with any of the unfruat- 
ful Works of Darkneſs themſelves, they would 
thame and rebuke the Licentiouſne(s of the Ape, 
and more «ality draw people from the Pr:1ate 
Aſſemblies to the more Publick Worſhip of GoJ, 
11, If the Governours of the Church ſhall 
think ht ro Commend a Chriſtian Inſ(tuution, or 
Form of Doctrine to the Clergy,tor the DureCtion 
of their Sermons, and Publick Diſcourtcs, 1 know 
no hurt in it, it may have its Advantages and 
Urilities , 
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Utilities; but the [mpoſiog fuch a thing 1s to ine 


an Averſion. I know not what to compare it to 
better,than a Rack, where mens Joynts & Limbs 
are retched and extended to their very great tor- 
ment and yexation. 'T'o Impole a large Confeſs 
ſion, Containing many and uncertain Propoſi- 
tions, and ſuch as have exerciſed the Wits of 
Learned men for many Ages, and are like to do 
ſo tothe Worlds end, 1s to ſet mens Minds upon 
the Tenters, and to exerciſe an inſupportable 
Tyranny over their Judgments and Conſciences, 
to the breaking of the Peace of Chriſtians, and 
the Ruine of multitudes of good, and pious, and 
holy men, and rhis to the great derriment of Re- 
ligion, and the Souls of men, and the Joy of the * 
Devil and his Angels. And I do proteſt, } can- 
not but wonder, by what fate even ſome good 
and excellent men are engaged in favour of Im- 
poſitions ; Is it not as evident as that the Sun 
ſhines at Noon, that they have Rent, and Torn, 
and Divided the Churches of God in all Ages for 
theſe 13009 years, and have engaged them in 
thoſe Hears and Animolintes againſt each other, 
that by munual Cenfures and Excommunications 
they cenſire the whole Univerſe of Chriſtians 
unto Hell? I doubr not but that God will be more 
kind to them all, then they are to each other, or 
elſe I know not what will become of them, and 
where their Portion mult fall, But this is'one 
of the happy EffeAs of Impoſitions, which I can 
hardly mention without Indignation,and yet fome: 
E 3 go0F 
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good men ſeem to be m ght.ly in Love with it, 
and hug and embrace it as an excellent Jaſtru- 
ment of Union and Peace. Je demande que 
was diftingutons ſoicreuſement entre it's Doctrimes 
fi clairement eſtabilies en la Parole de Dicu, 
que tors les Cheſtiennes jont obliges de les rece> 
voir; & celles qu; ont beſoin, pour lexr eclairciſ- 
ſemert, dutravail © de Is Meditation des bom- 
res ponr les ecluircir ; que nous wen admettions 
pomr autres que les premiers pour fondamentales 
+ invariables; que quant aux antres nous 
rifſ-ms nous diſpenſer de les recervoir ſans prejudice 
au ſaint, qui me doit dependre que des premiers. 
Te i gre tout celaſſe ſaſſe ſans rompre 1a 
peix & union que nous devons entretenir avec 
CeuX 7 4 on: des ſentiments different. I delire that 
we do carefully diſtinguiſh berwixt thoſe Do- 
Etrines that arc fo clearly eſtabliſhed in the VWprd 
of God, that all Chriſtians are obliged to receive 
them ; and thoſe that have need of the Thoughts 
and Induſtry of men for the Elucidation of theas; 
and that we admit no other than the firſt as fun- 
damenta] and invariable ; and that we may dif- 
pence with our ſelves in receiving the others 
without hazird of our Salvation, wiich doth not 
depend bur on the forrzer : And I do athrm, that 
this may be done without breach of that Peace 
and Union wh ch we ought to maintain with 
thoſe that in theſe ſecond ſort of things are of 
diftctent Opinions See that excellent Book Ls 
reunion du C.r f{iani{e, p. 159, 160. and all 
over. 12. Many 
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12. Many things may, be forbidden by our 
Governours to the Clergy, which they _ not 
to oblige them,to abjure or renounce. Suppoſe 
a Clergy-man ſhould have entertained an Opi- 
nion that Ordination by Presbyters is lawful and 
valid, and that a Particular or Parochial Church 
is engowed with all Power, that Chriſt Jcſus hath 
given to his Church : Peradventure our Gover- 
nours may without any hurt or ;njury to him, or 
any other elle, forbid him the publiſhing of theſe 
Opinions, or making Proſelites ro them ; but why 
he ſhould be obliged ro renounce them, I do nat 
underſtand. He may be a good man, an\ ca- 
pab'e of ſerving God 1n the Goſpel of his Son, 
though he ſhould be of rhat perſualion in thoſe 
things ; and though he cannot renounce them, 
he may be yery willing to ſilence, and keep ſe- 
cret his Sentiments, in ebedience to his Superiors, 
and for the fake of Peace. Again,to the like purpoſe 
Submiſſion to many things may be more ſafe! 
required, than approbation ; and there are = 
titudes of pious and peaceable men, that could 
endure and bear with many things that they 
can never approve. Many men peradventure 
might endure the aſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and 
the denial of the Sicrament to ſuch as refuſe to 
take it kneeling, and the ſinging of Prayers in 
an unintelligible tone, and, many other things 
which they would never like nar approve. And 
indeed ſuch is the World, and ſuch is the Church, 
that many things muſt be endured, which'cannat, 
E 4 nor 
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nor ought not to be approved, for neither the 
one, nor the other, will ever be fo good as the 
ſhouid be, And here do I like well that go 
tempered Rule of St. Auſtin, and which indeed ts 
alwaies reaſonable, Adbibendus eft mods tempo- 
raque ſ:rvanda, nec in confirmetione virtutts neg- 
ligenda eft dijcipling ſeverntas, nec immoderatione 
correionts dirurzpendum vincuum ſecietatis, Cont. 
Ep. Parm, La. c. 6; 

1. It Sitence and Submiſſion had been requi- 
red, where Abjuration and Approbation hath 
\ been Impoſed, the Chriſtian World had known 
more Peace, and Religion bad flouriſhed,and been 
much more ſucceſsful, than it hath þeen for many 
hundred years. Silence and Submiſſion would 
have obtained all thoſe ends, which have been 


ſought tor in vain, by peremptory and rigorous | 


Impoſitions. Bur when ſome men are not ſatishetl 
thar others do quictly bear and ſfubmir ro their 
Pri.c, their Domination and imperious Folly,but 
they mult alſo approve ir, juſtifie it. & commend 
it. This is ſo monſtrous apiece of Tyranny,th: tl 
know not to whom originally to impure 1t,unlefs 
to the Devi], who requires the ſame of his Ser- 
vants ; but thoſe that are the Freemen of Chriſt, 
Cain never endure it. Nay, I will add this li:tle 
on the contrary hand, "That had ome things 
been condemned only to Silence, inſtead of Re- 
nuxciation, and others been required only as to 
Submiſſun,nſtead of Approbation, 1 do believe we 
ſhould have never ſcen thoſe Diviſions, nor known 
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thoſe Perſecutions, nor heard thoſe Outcries and 
Complaints of Schiſm and Separation, nor been 
in this danger of being ſwallowed up by the Pa- 
piſts, as now we are. But there are ſome Clergy- 
men in this, and ſome in another World, that 
were of another mind, though it is like they have 
by this changed rheir Opinion, at leaſt ſome of 
them, and others will do it in due filme. Deci- 
fiones Divifiones pariunt,& quo plures filermt deci> 
frones, 'e9 plures inde oriuntur Druifiones & Schiſ- 
mata.' Curcellzus ubi ſupra.  ' 7, 
14. If Herericks in Fundamentals;'and Perfons 
of pernicious and dangerous Opinions, creep ints 
the Church, let them after due Admonition, by 
their Superiours and Callegues, be rejected. This 
1s the Merhod 1hat 'the Apoſtle preſcribes, and I 
know nat where to find a berter. Impolitions tg 
obviate Hereticks, have kept many ſober and 
uſeful men our of the Church, bur in my appre- 
henfjon very few Hereticks. They are ufually 
men of a lubricous and-{hppery ingeny, and *ris 
a very hard martter to ſet any traps.or gins, which 
they will not eſcape, or to make uny nooſes, out 
of which they will not ſlip their necks; and I am 
abundantly convinegd, that where One Heretick; 
or dangerouſly Erroncous perſon, Many excellent- 
ly Learned and Pians Perſons thar might have 
been very uſeful -Inftruments in the Church of 
God, haye been excluded by this means. There 
is car$ ought ro be raken.to prevent Ignorant and 
Scandalous Perfans;from entring into the Church 
6: or 
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or Miniſtry; yet that hinders not but that ſome 
ſuch Varlets do intrude into it. I think now 
that the ſame Methods of proceeding, which are 
uſed againſt wicked and immoral men, are to be 
uſed againſt men of unſound and dangerons Opi- 
nions. The Governours of our Church do not 
think fit to Impoſe Laws and Rulcs of ſevereſt 
T<mperance, Sobriety, Juſtice upon all ſuch as 
are admitted into the Sacred Ofhice, and I know 
no reaſon why they ſhould preſcribe ſtricter Rules 
to their Judgments than they do to their Laves ; 
and that as a wicked Converſation becomes. pena 
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and liable to cenſure, when ar diſcovers it ſelt ; ſo 
*tis time enough to puniſh Erroneous Perlons | | 
when their Errours do appear ; for theſe cntangr | _ 
ling Impofitions (which are a fort or kind of I 


preventing Medicines, ) do, as I muſt fay ſtill, I, 
rather choak honeſt men, than bar the Hereticks, | ; 
or perſons of dangerous and, miſchieyqus Ju. g- 
ments. , No particular Church ought with rigour to " 
require Subſcriptions to Articles.that are evidently 
true and neceſſary to be profeſſed ; becayie in the 
Deviſion of hearts that i in the Werld, it w certary || 
that ſore good men may df]. nt, and then either 
rhe ſhall be afflicted, or tempied ts Hypacriſie.: Of 
s either of which af Eccleſiaſtical, Laws be guilty, they || - 
y are n:t for Edification ; they are nether juſt, not nl 
iS prous,and therefore oblige not. Biſhop 66 ag Duc. 
dubitantium, lib. 3. pag. ,358 ; 
15. If the BAN Church did viguant: 
!y inſpe&t both the Lives and Doctrine of the 
: | Clergy, 
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Clergy, I do nat ſte any great danger conſe- 


quent to the Intruſion of ome ill, and Erroneous 
Perſons into the Sacred FunQjon ; for as ſoon as 
their Prophaneneſs and Errours are mamfeſt,they 
are liable to Admonition and Cenfure, and if 
they remain obſtinate and incorrigible, they map 
be fuſpendeJ, and removed from the Miailterial 
Office, This I do confefs requires great Care 
and lotendance over the Inferiour Clergy, which 
yet] think no more than is the duty of thoſe rhat 
are the Overſeers of God's Houſe, and. do or 
ſhould watch for Souls. Bur alas! that-the ho- 
nour which attends the Epiſcopal Office, ſhould 
be one thing, and the Labour that wannexed uns . 
20 it another ; that the former ſhould be loved fo 
much by ſame men in the World,. who have yo 
extraordinary kindneſs, if any ar; all, | for the 
larter. Perſonally to inſþe& and ſuperintend the 
Do@trine and Manners of the Clergy is. adrudge- 
ry that theſe cannot bear,and mult be done there» 
fore by Commillaries and Officials, and Arch+ 
Peacans, who think nothing penal, or worthy of 
rebuke m them, unleſs it be ſome defeftion in 
Conformity, nor nothing worthy of praiſe, un- 
lefs it be the virtue of Canonical f So pom | 
16. Perſonal Inſpeftion into the Lives and 
Doctrines of the Inferiour Clergy, 1s indeed a 
thing unpracticable in the Church of Eg 
whilſt Diocefles are of the preſent Latitude and . 
Extenſions. ls a Biſhop like ta overſee the Lf: 
and rake knowledge of the Dorine of ents - 
= yLers 
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byters 2s he never tes, nor knows no more « 
than he doth of ſuch as Live under the Empire 
of the Grand Seignior, or the great Duke of Ao: 
covy? To do thele things by Delegates and 
Proxies, is to change the Nature of Eccleſiaſtical 
Governmenr into a worldly and ſecular Method 
of Rule and Empire, of which 1 ſee no tootſte 
in the primo Primitive Church, for the firſt rwo 
hundred years, but thoſe that were Biſhops, did 
the work of Biſhops; and Delegation of Epiſco- 
pal Power and Duty withour the Ofhee, 1 tind 
none. nor [ believe never ſhall, though Biſhops 
of After-Ages I do acknowledge, did hind a way 
of devolving the moſt troubletome and laborious 
part of their Office to others, they themſelves re- 
retaining what was moſt eaſic and honourable, and 
it s well if they could have gone ro Heaven too 
by the Labour and Duties of their Proxies. Ou; 
Epiſcopatum deſiderat, opus bonum deſiderat, opus, 
nou honorem, ſaies Hierom on Tit, c. 1. T8 wane 
Os  s mp1 dd Teivos F apyeuiray. TiTo wt TH 
elputrs mls emmipzoes (i571 0 wirdurus c2h8710). xd 
Tos jan azo]; &O; dnuady)t2; d)y607, "AXM' uy 
rio uns Mye]z!, a>) ames T&Aym;. Then Prefe- 
ure was not Honour, but Care of the Governed. 
Thrs did not make thoſe that were choſen to it, to 
lift up themſelves {for they were called to danger :) 
nor thoſe that were nt ' choſen, to be troubled as 
neplefed. But the matter is not ſo now, but quite 
contrary. Chryſoſt. in At. c. x. 


I 7. Since the neceflary Superintendance o 
the 
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the” Lives and DoQtines of the Inferiour Miniſters 
and People can never be recorciled with the pre» 
ſent Extent of Dicceſes, it were to be wiſhed in 
the next place, that B:ſhops and Suffragans were 
multiplied and encreaſed to, that number, as they 
might be caþable of pertorming all the Duties of 
the Epiſcopal Office, and this I think might be 
done if our Superiours pleaſed, without altering 
the preſent Conſtitution,or diminiſhing the Reve- 
nues or juſt Honour of the preſent Biſhops and 
Epiſcopal Sees. For Example hereunto, St. Au- 
guſtin is noted, who ſent a Biſhop to Fuſſals, only 
becauſe -it was at too preat a diſtance for his 
Care, I think you may hnd it in his 260 Epiſtle. 
Caveant ergo Dottores & Epcoph ſajes St, Fercm 
on Marth. c. 5. Let the Biſhops rake heed, who 
thougn they find Vicarios 1# Officsis,- ſhall find 
none 43 Tormentis (according to Chryſcſfom, and 
him) if they neglect their Charge. This mul- 
tiphcation of Overſeers would advance very much 
the Repuration of the Prieſthood ; for if they 
were diligently watched, it would preſefye'and 
cncreaſe Knowledge and Schriety among them, 
which are the things that muſt give them a Re- 
mmol 10t a diltinctive habit,ngr Titles of 

onour, ner the Counterance of Anthority and 
Laws, that will procure them an Eftecm and Ve- 
neration, but *tis great Rnowledge and Sound- 
neſs of Judgment, great Piety, Moriihcation,Self- 
Cenial, Contempt of the World, Love to God 
and Men, Compatlion towards Sculs, and Zeal 


tor 
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for the Salvation of Sinners, that muſt make them 
loved and eſteemed in the World. And theſe 
things wou'd be mightily promoted, aſl.ſtcd, and 
encourzged by the Superintendence, and Perſo- 
nal Inſpection, Care and Example of Good and 
Excellent Biſhops. 

18. As the Perſonal Inſpe&tion of Biſhops 
would advance the Rej utation of the Clergy, by 
promoting Knowledge, Wiſdom, and Sobriery 


among them ; ſo the Wiſdom, Good Converlſa: ' 


tion, and Eſteem of the Clergy, would mightily 
advance and encreafe Piety, Virtue and Godli- 
neſs among the Laity. There's nothing that [ 
know of, unleſs it be rhe Influence and Ailiſtances 
of the Divine Grace, that contributes more to 
the making of men good, than the Wiſdom and 
Piety of thoſe that Preach the Goipel. For al- 
though in all places there are ſome, yea many, 
that are incurab'y wicked, and fo perverſe, and 
crooked, that nothing will make them ſtraight; yet 
there are more Good and Pious men to be found, 
where the Goſpel hath been preached, by Wiſe 
and Pious Preachers, than in any other places 
whatſoever. The Ignorant and Impious ſeldom 
or never convert Souls ( at leaſt in my Obſer- 
ration.) Animam non faciunt, qui non habent, 
Like begets its Like. Thoſe that are themſelves 
firangers to Godlinelſs and Virtues are not likely 
to make others ſo. I do not abſolutely deny that 
2 wicked man may be an Inſtrument of another 
man's Converſion and Reformatjon ; bur I do 
believe 
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believe 'ris very ſeldom, and of rare experience, 
Ovy, $1619; age T6 revBajw, 6 way © x © Tours 
Clems. Alex. Strom. l. 1. p. 277. 

19. Let nothing be mſferted in the Publick 
Lyturgy of the Church, but what is agreeable 10 
the DuEtrines contained in the three Summaries 
of Chriſtianity, formerly mentioned. If things of 
dark and uncertain nature be mingled in our 


Publick Offices and Prayers, they will occaſion 


| the ſame Diviſions, and Separations, the ſame 


FaQtions and Schiſms, as if they! had been pur ins 
to the Publick T'eft and Symbol of Communion ; 
and thoſe perſons that came into the Church at 
one door, will be ſhut our at the other, and what 
1s given. to them with the right hand, will be 
taken away with the left. Let the matter of 
of Publick and Common-Prayers, be plain and 
indiſputable ; let them contain nothing that can 
reafonably be ſcrupled; let the Confetlions, Sup- 
plications, and 'Thankfgivings that do compound 
them, be ſuch as atl Good Men may conſent un- 
to, and readily and heartily ſay Amen, I muſt. 
adde ; Let them be exprefled in the Language 
and Words of Scripture, this will make them the 
more grateful and ſavoury to Pinus and De- 
vout Minds; this will render them the more un- 
cxceptionable to all men ; and certainly no words 
can be more proper to expreſs our Requeſts” and 
Deſires to God withal, than thoſe that have the 
Holy Ghoſt for their Author. A Propoſal of this 
nature was made to ſome Biſhops ſuddenly upon, 


His 
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H:s Majeſties Reſtauration, bur *rwas rejeted; 
A Lyturgy lo tormed and cxprefled, would nor 
ſerve their Ends, nor proniote their Purpules fo 
efictually, as that which hav been tormerly eſt2- 
blithed and in uſe, znd theretore in d«. hance to 
all Peace anu Union, [hat mult be Re-eſtabliſhed. 
*T'is rrue, thereare not many th'ngs exce ption- 
able therein, bur jvmcthing had been iong objecte 
ed againlt lume patiages in it, and the whole had 
been (everal years. di\uſed in almoſt all Congre- 
gations; and it from thence occaſion had been 
| taken, to new Cait and Mould it, I do humbly 
+ conceive it m:ght have promoted more Love and 
| :\ Unjon, more Charity and Peace, than the Im- 
poling it, as we have done with almoſt no Alte 
rations. I remember a paſſage in Cyprian, De 
Oratione Dominica , When Chriſt bath told wm 
(fayes he) rbat whatſoever we ask the Father in 
his Nams, be will proe it us, Luants efficacius 
impetramus quod petmus m Chriſti nomme ſi peta- 
mus ipſias Oratione. Agnoſcet Pater Filu werba, 
ec. It this be true, thac our Petitions are more 
ctHhcacious for being put in the words of Chriſt's 
Prayer, I am more perſuaded that our Confel- 
lions and Lyturgy, it they were formed only in 
Scripture- Language would be ſafer from excep- 
tion. 

20. I would alſo wiſh further, that ſome L1-+ 
berty were .indulged ro ſuch perſons, ( being | : 
otherwiſe of ſound Judgments, and Loyal and 
peaccable Principles, as are not ſatished 3n their 

minds 
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minds, concerning the Lawfulneſfs of a Form of 
Prayer. I do confeſs that I never read or heard 
any thing ſaid or written againſt Forms ofPrayer, 
that would convince me of the unlawfulneſs of 
them ; nevertheleſs, becauſe there are many ' 
Learned, Pious, and Good Men, of other 
thoughts and apprehenſions, I do heartily wiſh 
thar they might. be permitted the Liberty of 
their Judgments and Conſciences in that Caſe ; 
nor am I able to ſee any danger, miſchief, or in- 
convenience conſequent thereunto: There were 
reater Differences and Varieties among the An- 
tent Churches (without any breach of Love or 
Charity) than the uſe of a Form or Extemporate 
Conceptions do- amount unto; and ſo it might 
be ſtill, if Chriſtians, both Clergy and Laity, 
were as meek, humble, and peaccable as then 
they were, and as great Enemies to Pride, Em- 
pire; and Domination, as then they ſeemed to 
be. h 
W har is ſaid by Socrates and Sozomen concern- 
ing the different Praftices of diflering Churcaes, 
is often mentianed, and ſufficiently known by 
Learned Men, *T's plain from them, that though 
they differed much in ſome Rites and Cuſtoms, 
yet they did not ſeparate from each other, and 
treat and repute each other -as Schiſmaticks, 
They —_ ic, and very juſtly, faith Sozomen, 
a fooliſh thing, to ſeparate from each other for 
the ſake of ſome diflering Cuſtoms, whilſt they 
nareed in the capital Pets of Religion, oi me 
EW 2 2 xgh2tt 


$0 The Samaritan. 


xgcte, + Spnoneics ouperirics, tip, 7. cap. 19. Ab 
mongſt many Diverſities reckoned by Socretes, 
he mentions the great Diverſity of their Prayers, 
and theſe are his words, my]a;y7 x ob mins 

oxeizts, F wyav in Hy woe vupayira; GANINESS 
Fa GH = aur "Cuwron os mn; all Sets, you 
will hardly find two Churches that do altogether 
apree among themſelves in the Manner of their 
Prayers. In vitu precandi, Valeſins interprets it. 
Socrat. lib. 5. cap. 22. 


If any fhall ſay, that Socrares ſpeaks here of 


Sets, and not of the Catholick Church ; T ant 
ſwer, *tis true, he ſpeaks of the Nowetians fome 
few lines before, and of the Macedonians ſome 
few lines after ; bur *tis certain that the moſt of 
the Varzeries that he rakes notice of in that Chap- 
ter, were found among the Catholicks ; and1 fee 
no reaſon that we ſhould underſtand the word 
Senoxeiess which afrer Valefirs 1 have tranſhred 
SeFs, m ſo narrow a ſenſe as may reſpet only 
the Nowatiens, and ſome -other Separatiſts and 
Hereticks ; it ſeems more apreeable-to the Hiſto- 
r1an, to underſtand the word in a ſenſe ſo farge 
and comprehenſrve, as may reach the Catholicks 
2s well as thoſe that were ſeparated and divided 
from them. But ſappoſmg this doubtful, he af- 
frrms (in this fame Chapter) that thoſe rhat were 
of the ſame Faith (by which he means the Or- 


thodox mm oppoſition to Separatifts and Hereticks) 


differed among themſelves in Rites and Cuſtoms, 
+ aurhs mit os, Neaquyen et me In args _— 
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of which he g'ves many Inſtances in the Church 
at Rome, Alexandria, Egyp* Theſſaly, and -4n- 
tioch. They agreed in the ſame Faith, but in 
Rites and Cuſtoms there were great varieties a- 
moug them, ſayes that Hiſtorian. 
or am I ignorant that fome men think, and 
report Socrates a Nevatian, and that what he 
mw of this great variety of Cuſtoms and Pra- 
ices in Churches, is in favour to himſelf, and 
others of that Perſuaſion ; Perſons that ſeparate 
from the Church, being willing to take norice 
of _ lierle medal vhs may be obſerved in 
particular Churches, to countenance their own 
Departure from them, to prove themſelves True 
Churches notwithſtanding rheir Separation. It the 
matter of this Objection be granted, I kn ow not 
what prejudice it is to the Allegations prodiſced 
from him ; for though he were a Novation, 1 
hope he might ſpeak 'Trurh, and that the Credit 
of his Hiſtory is not blaſted by that ſuppolition ; 
nor could he be ſv utterly bereft of all Senſe, as 
ro report ſuch things, wherein *ewere caſte to con- 
fute him, if they had been falſe. Would he have 
affirmed ſuch a Diverſity of Cuſtoms, if rhere had 
been a preſent Concord in Chriſtian Churches 
concerning them ? And would he bave inſcribed 
his Hiſtory to Theodorws, . whom he calls a holy 
Man of God (and therefore a Biſhop, though of 
what City is uncertain) who could not be 1gno- 
rant of it, if there had been no ſuch Div ary ? 
This is ro ſuppoſe Sverates a Faol, or a Mad 
F-4 Man, 
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Man, which 1s an imputation that none but 
men of that Tribe will charge him withal. But 
the ſuppolition of Socrates to be a Novatian, is in 
earneſt but an Idle Dream, there being no Evi- 
dence for it, that is of any weight or value zand 
many againſt it, as thoſe that pleaſe may Read 
in the Life of Socrates and Sozomen Ro far to 
this Edition of their Works by Valeſirs. So 
long as Chriftian Religion was a ſimple. Frofeſſion 
of the Articles of _—_ and 8 bearty proſecation 
of the Rules of good Life, the fewmeſs of the Articles, 
and the clearneſs of the Rule, was the cauſe of 
the ſeldom prevarication. Dr. Taylor in his Liberty 


of Prophecying. 
SL -2, XL 


B= I proceed to the remaining Propoſals, 
muſt take leave by the way to ſpeak with 
an Objection or two T ſome folks, who are like 
to be troubleſome. "That Conceived Prayers in 
Publick Aſſemblies, are unlawful, I never yer 
ſaw proved, and I believe never ſhall. Neither 
do I think itany ſuch Novelty as ſome men ima- 
gine, There are ſeveral Paſſages in the Fathers 
that make it ſeem very probable, that they made 
uſe of Extemporate Conceptions. I will mention 
a few of them. Illuc ſuſpicientes Chriſtians manibus 
expariſis, quia innocuis, capite nudo, quia 101 eru- 
beſcimus, denique ſme monitore, quia de petfore 
oramus, precantes ſumus omnes, Tertullian in A- 


fologetico, cap. 30. What Tertullian means by 
rang 
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praying without Monitor, or Teacher, and by 
praying out of the heart, unleſs it be by a habir, 
by preſent Conceptions I underſtand not. Nor do 
I know how he that prays by a Form 'can be 
laid to pray without a Teacher, We worſhip 
with Supplicat ions according to our ability, »8]e 78 
SI12r5y av inetars, the One God,&c. Origen con- 
tra Cellum,l. 8, And in the fame Book, xr? Tu 
mpsoy x d9:iony Syyauy, according to preſent gu 
ven in Ability, which latter words expound the 
tormer, xm? wary muy, and makes jt appear 
chat their Prayers were Extemporate,/\. To this 
ſame ſenſe ſome underſtand thoſe words of Fu- 
ſtin Martyr. The Preſident as bis Ability ſerves, © 
Jrauy aire, ſends up Prayers and Thankſgivings, 
the People joyfully ſaying Amen. Apol. 2. cap. 39. 
But *ris objeted, that thoſe that uſe that way 
of Praying, do many times ſpeak Nonſenſe, and 
blaſpheme in their Addreſſes and Supplications to 
God Almighty,to which I have theſe few things to 
lay, 1.I believe thoſe that make this report of mens 
Extemporate Conceptions,do not ſpeak upon their 
own knowledge, (they having little or no Com- 
munion with ſuch, as make uſe of them) and 
thoſe that ate their Informers, peradventure may 
be none of the moſt upright, juſt and imparcial 
men, but may put an ull ſenſe upon words that 
are very innocent, and of ſound and ſafe ſignih- 
cation, 2. Let this Objection be acknowledged 
true, what can reaſonably be inferred from ah 
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Is it unlawful to be uſed, becauſe ſome men have 
not skill enough to perform it? Will not the 
fame Argument hold againſt Preaching ? And 
may it not with as much reaſon be ſaid, ſome 
men Preach Nonſenſe, Falle Doctrine , Slan- 
ders; others Preach tooliſhly,and pedantickly, not 
to the Edification, but to the Amazement of 
their Congregations, and therefore Preaching is 
unlawful. If this Method of Argumentation be 
good in one caſe, 'tis good in both ; but I am of 
Opinion, "tis good in neither ;. and that the ber- 
ter way of Arguing from thoſe miſcarriages is 
thus. Some men are neither able to Pray ex- 
temp2rately in a'decorous manner, nor to Preach 
ſoundly, and to the Edification of their hearers, 
rherefore they muſt ler it alone, till they be bet- 
rer inſtructed in the one and in the ather: Or in 
Prayer, let them uſe a Form ( which I do not 
doubt is lawful) and in their Sermons let them 
take aſſiſtance from Books, whoſe Authors were 
better skill'd in the Art of Preaching than them- 
ſelves ; but in the mean time let them not cvn- 
d-mn thoſe, that need not theſe Helps and Af> 
{iſtances, but can Pray and Preach in comely, 
grave, and profitable manner, out of the abun- 
dance of their own hearts. 

Another Objection as wiſe as the former, is 
this: In Extemporate Prayers men ſer their hands 
to a blank, and ſay Amen to they know not what; 
they give the ſame blind Aﬀent to the Prayers of 
every Prieſt, or Extemporner, that the als 
Q 
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do in things doArinal to the Authority of the 
Church. This very filly Objeftion hath been 
inſiſted on,& urged,againſt Extemporate Prayers, 
by ſome very great men: To which I reply. 1. If 
men faid Amen to Petitions before they heard 
them, or before He that Prayes had exprefled 
himſelf in words concerning them, there mighe 
be ſomething of ſenſe and truth in it; but Af 
ſenting to Petitions before they are made,and ut- 
tered, 1s a thing that I underſtand not, nor thoſe, 
I believe, that have Communion in thoſe kind of 
Prayers ; and if Perſons do not give their Afent 
till the Petition be formed, or expreſſed b 

words, I hope they may deny their Afent, if 
they judge the matter of unlawful, 2. Accord- 
ing to this Doctrine, no man Can joyn with ano- 
ther in Prayer fafely, unleſs he know aforchand 
what is the Matter and Contents of it ; and thus 
we muſt have Forms of Prayer for all occaſions 
and emergencies (if it were poſhble to hit of 
them) as well as for ordinary Caſes, or elſe per- 
ſors may ſet their hands toa blank,and fay Amer 
to they know not what. We muſt have an Uni- 
verſal Form of Bleſſing before Meat, and of 
Thankſgiving after it, or Form of Prayer for 2ll 
Maſters of Families, Tutors, &c. which muſt be 
alwaies uſed, and no other Form; a Notion that 
ſome of thoſe that are in Bedlam may poſſibly 
believe, but it woutd be ſtrange that any thar 


| are out of that place ſhould believe it, unleſs ſome 


few that ought to be ſent thither. 3. The expe- 
F 4 rience 
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rience of multitudes of good and pious People, 
doth confute this Objeftion every day. They are 
ſure they do joyn heartily in Extemporate Prayers, 
and that they do not ſet their hands to a blank, 
or ſay Amen to they know not what. "They 
know that they Aﬀent not to Petitions before 
they be i 

they do not approve them, though *cis very ſel; 
dom that they have occaſion for it ; For who a 
thoſe perſons that expreſs themſelves in _—_ 
ſinful, blaſphemous, and without ſenſe, they do 
not know. But enough of this ; and ry” Shag 
ture ſome may think 7 Na ſaid roo much, ro 
take notice only of ſuch a brainleſs QbjeCtion. 

_ This is ſufficient to my purpoſe, that Diſſent 
from a Publick Lyturgy, and the Uſe of Con- 
ceived Prayers, are no Reaſons for makin 
Churches or Perfons Schiſmarical. If any thi 

of this nature are enough to denominate fingle 
Perſons or Societies of Men Schiſmatical, 'tis im 
the Power of thoſe that are uppermoſt ro make 
whom they pleaſe Schiſmaticks. Perſons and 


Churches may walk in all the Statutes and Com- 


mandments of the Lord blamelefs, and: yer -be 
cut off from the Church of God as Schiſmatical 
and conſequently he excluded Life Eternal ; for 
"tis afhrmed of late, that whoever is cut off from 
a particular True Church, is cut oft from the 
Church Univerſal, our of which there is no Sal- 
vation ; and fo, for ought that I can ſee, a Man 

or a Society of Men may be very good rn" 
an 


d, and that they do Diſſent where 
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and yet ſhut out of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Which I ſhall be very ready to believe when I 
can think the Surface of the Moon to be no broa- 
der than a Sieve, or the Body of the Sun no 
bigger than the Globe that Ar/as bears upon his 
ſhoulders in Cornhill, Ce ſeroit un grand bien 
que les fideles fuſſent fi parfait, ment d accord qu'il 
ny euſt ent'reux qu un ſeul ſentiment ſur toutes les 
choſes de Ia religion: Mais ve bon heur eftant 
pluſteſt a ſoubaitter, qu' a eſperer pour Þinfirmnts de 
noſtre intelligence tamdis que nous voyageons en la 
terre, Þ Apoſtre nous ordonne de nous retiner 
moderer, en telle ſorti quil fi rencoutre de la di 
verſits dans noſtre concord. Daille abi ſupra. 


SEC T 28 
T proceed therefore to three or four things 


more I have to propecſe,and are yet behind. 

The one of them, that is, the One and twen- 
tieth, 15, Let not theſe Tolerated Churches be ac- 
counted Schiſmaticks, but let them have the ſame 


1 Eſtimation that the Churches of the Jewiſh Com- 


munion had from thoſe that were of the Gentile 
Communion, ſome Diverſity in Rites and Cere- 
monies there was between theſe Churches then, 
bur they did not repute each other as Schiſma- 
ricks; they accounted each other True Churches 
notwithſtanding that Diverſury of Opinion and 
Praftices that were among them, and ſo for ought 
{ can ſee, might we alſo. Is it reaſonable cr juſt 

- to 
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to deny thoſe to be true Men, that do differ in 
the Sams of their Dreſs, and in the Colour or 
Faſhion of their Garments? Or can it be af- 
fhrmed with Truth, that the Indians in America 
arc not of the ſame Humane Race with us, be- 
cauſe they go almoſt naked, and we cover, and 
dreſs,and adorn our ſelves with all the fine things 
that Nature and Art can furniſh us withal ? In 
ſome parts of Perſia (as Herbert reports in his 
Travels) they expoſe their Dead, inothers they 
burn them, and. we bury them. The Eſſedons 
among the Scyrhians mince their Dead Friends 
with the Fleſh of Beaſts, and eat them. Meorendo 
| padre ad alcuno, tutti i ſuos parents portano ivi 
Pi pecore, & amnz2etele E fattele in pe225, mi- 
nuzZtLano ancho il morte padre de colui, ce gli ba 
mitate, e meſcolate tutte Ie carni infieme, mon- 
giano di compagmia, e ſcorticata e nettata la teſia 
del morto Ia indorano & ſe ne ſerveno per un ſimu- 
lacro al quale agni anno fanno maggiori ceremonie, 
CC amazzano mappgior wittime, as the Italian 
Gicvanmi Boemo has it, in his Book of the Cu- 
ſtoms of Nations. The differing Manners of 
People are reconcilable with the ſame Common 
Nature. And if theſe be true Men, notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe things in which they differ from 
us, ſo may theſe that I have ſpoken of be true 
Churches, notwithſtanding they may differ in 
ſome things from thoſe that have the Counte- 
nance, Favour and Eſtabliſhmeat of the Govern- 
ment and the Law. 

Another 
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Another of them, that is,the 'T'wo & twentieth, 
is, Let it not be thought a Scandal or Reproach 
tor the People of ſeveral Communions, ſometimes 
kx) communicate: (in ſuch parts of Worſhip as 
they can) with eacn other. Why ſhould it be 
thought an infamous thing for a Church-man to 
go to a Separate Meeting.,andg hear their Sermons, 
and partake with them 1n their Prayers ? Do they 
not Preach the ſame DoCtrine, and offer up the 
ſame Petitions, (though nor in the ſame words) 
that is Diſcourſed, _ are ſent up to the Throne 
of Grace, in the Publick and Allowed Aſſem- 
blies and Congregations? And why ſhould not 
the Tolerated and Difſemting part of Chriſtians 
come ſometimes and hear the Diſcourſes and 
Prayers of the Eſtabliſhed Miniſtry ? Do they 
not Preach the ſame Jeſus, the ſame Faith, the 
ſame Repentance, and the ſame Obedience tothe 
Laws of the Goſpel? Will not many of both 
Parnies Live together hereafter in the ſame Hea- 
ven? Will they not behold the Face of the fame 
God and his Chriſt? and joyn together in the 
ſame Prayers and Hallelujahs, in the ſame Quires 
of Saints and Angeis for ever more? And ſhall 
Chriſtians that will live together for ever in the 
World to come, live at that Diſtance and Sepa- 
ration in this, that they will not ſo much as own 
each other, nor communicate in the Service of 
their common Lord and Maſter ? Surely this 1s 
not well, there is fault ſomewhere, and } am 
afraid that neuher Party is Innocent. This 


ſtrange 
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ſtrangeneſs and diſtance is not ſeemmgly in Bre- 
thren ; thoſe that have. the ſame God for' their 
Maker, and the fame Jeſus for their Redeemer, 
and the ſame holy Spirit for their SanRtiher thoſe 
that are begotten by the ſame Word, to the ſame 
Eternal Hope of Glory, ſhould nor live Jike'A- 
liens and Strangers, much leſs like Enemies to 
cach other : "They ſhould have a mutual dearnefs 
and tenderneſs for each other, and communicate 
together in what they can, notwithſtanding their 
differences in ſome, yea in many ſmaller things, 
To advance yet one ſtep more, Let it not be 
thought a crime, for a Publick Miniſter to Preach 
in a Separate Aſſembly, nor for a Tolerated 
Preacher to do the like Office in a Publick Con- 
grepation; I know no Iirt in ſuch a mutual En- 
rerchange of Love and Duty to-and for each 
other : But I am very much aſſured, much good 
would be conſequent unto it. It would beger 
and encreaſe Love and Kindneſs ; it would take 
oft thoſe Prejudices, and Falſe Apprehenſions that 
through Ignorance and Strangeneſs men of difte- 
rent Noda have entertained of each other. 
] do not at all doubt,bur that there are multitudes 
of perſons of contrary Judgments in ſome things, 
that would love each other with great Dearneſs, 
were they intimately acquainted and known to 
each other. Yea I will add, that ſuch a friendly 
correſpondence and entercourſe of Kindneſs, be- 
tween Conformiſt and Nonconformiſt, would 
do more to Heal the Breaches, and Unite the 


Judg- 
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Judgments and Practices of the Diflering Parties, 
than many Impoſitions, ſharp and ſevere Laws 
and Executions. Men are to be drawn by Love 
and Rindneſs, by Charms and Attra&tives to 
Union and Conformity, not to be driven to it 
with Beetles and Sledges, with Swords and Axes. 
The Three and twentieth is, In this Enter- 
change of Love and Duty, let nothing be 
Preached, but thoſe common Truths in which 
both Parties are agreed. Let them not be al- 
lowed to meddle with thoſe Doctrines which are 
the Subjet and Matter of Controverſie between 
them. This will not generate Love, or ſerve 
w good end that I know on, but will enkindle 
rath, and make Animoſities and Feuds, and ſet 
thoſe that differ at an irreconcilable diſtance from 
each other. "There are things enough in which 
they agree to furniſh matter for their Diſcourſes 
of this kind : And to come into each others Con- 
gregations, to rail upon cach others Perſons and 
Opanions, 18 rude and infufferable. Ir 15 very per- 
tinent Advice bere of a Spaniſh Author. Efu dia 
de ſeffrir con paciencia quales quier defetos y fla- 
queLas agenas, mirando que tw tienes mucho que te 
ſufran los otros. Si non purdes hazer a ti qual deſ- 
ſeas, ccmo quieres tener al otros a tu ſabor ? Pa- 
tiently endeavour to bear the ImperfefFions and 
Weakneſſes of cthers, conſidering that there is 
much in you that others muſt bear and endure. If 
you cannos make jbur ſelves ſuch as you would be, 
how can you expef that others foul be according 
co 
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fo your lift, or as you would havethem? Neither 
are the Preachers of both {ides ro rail at, or re- 
ap each other in their own proper and pecu- 
ar Churches and Congregations, or in their 
Princed Books and Pamphlets. If rhey do think 
fit ro meddle with each others peculiar Opinions, 
let them do it with calmneſs and meekneſs; let] . 
them in fair language, confute one anothers Ar-ſ | 
guments, withour all unneceſſary Refle&ions, orſ 
perſonal Provocations, Reproaches, and Mutualſ| ; 
Expoſing of each other to common ſcorn does nof x 
Food. No man ever becomes a Convert in his q 
; xr by being railed on,expoſed, or derided.| & 
This Method of proceeding enkindles and en-| ef 
rages mens Spirits; it heals no Wounds,nor makey .4 
up any Breaches, but makes them greater, and| +, 
more uncapable of Cure. No ay ninguno ſin defeFol C, 
ninguno ſin carga, ninguno es ſufficiente para ſi, nin A 
guno es, complidamente ſat io para fi, y portanto con; pu 
wiene levarnos unos @ utros. No man is without] tis 
defet, no man without fault, none is ſufficient for] ue; 
bimſelf, and therefore we muſt bear and toleratd &/ 
each other. Menos precio del Mundo. uti 
What is ſaid in theſe laſt DireCtions in the bef 3, 
half and favour of an interchangeable Love, and thi; 
Offices of Kindneſs, berwixt Approved and Tof ug, 
lerared Miniſters and Churches, is no more that] ex; 
what Amyraldus pleads for betwixt the Lutheran 
and Calviniſts, and the Churches of thoſe Profelſ yg, 
fians. Having ſpoken of the great diſtance and pg 


prejudices of thoſe two Parties againit each other 
b 
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he adds, Nunc in magnam ſpem venimus fore ut 
in poſterum tempus omnino melius ſe res babeant. 
Nam producere quidem in ſuggeſtum Auguſt «- 
mm, reformate confeſſionis Miniſtrum, qui ir 
remperie aliqua animi, wel Dogma Calvinianum 
in is in quibus diſſentimus wy, populam ſpargerer, 
vel in Dogma Lutheranum iwveherttur, uti pre- 
Poſt erum oe aique temerarium: fic etiam in for- 
mulg Concordia injuſtum pronunciari debet, quens- 
admodum Auguſt ane confeſſionis Preconem, apud 
reformatos -vel detonare in Calvinum, wel eas ves 


quas probare now poſſumus, magna vi perſnadere 


| velle, nemo eft qui non judicet minime ferenduam 


eſſe, quique 1d non pariter prohibendum arb:1retur, 
Ac Aliniftram Auguſtanum & Reformato iv 
vitari, & item Reformatum ab Aupuſtano, we 


pj Communionis teſt and cauſd, Reformatu: populums 


Auguſt anum, Augaſteanus populum Reformatum 
oublic alloquatwr ea lege atque omine ut ſeſe con- 
rimeant intra ambitum earum rvergn, que fant 


wire/que Communes, queque ad edificationem (pe- 


—_ Res eft, quam non modo licitam R 
le 


uttlem, abſolute necefſariam efle putamus. 
Vid. Amyral. in Irenico, pag. 386, 387. Some- 
thing to the fame ſenſe he ſpeaks, p. 383. Hoc 
unum ex concerdiae formula utrinque Pipulars {at 
erit, ut neque Reformatus im Eccleſia Auguffans 
quidquam turbarum excitet adyerſus ejus doftri- 
nam diſputaudo, neque Auguſt ancs in Reformats 


and parwer, ſed ut nterque contentus fidew & copnitio- 


__ new habere apud ſe (ut loquitur Apoſtolus) ſilentio 
; le 
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fe contineat, ne quid temere deblateret ex qud ani- 
worum offenſio vel ſcandalum oriatur. 

The Difference between the Calvini/ts and 
Lutherans, 1s as great, and in ſome things greater 
than betwixt the Churches of Publick Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and thoſe that I do wiſh might be tolera- 
ted among us; and why there might not be the 
ſame interchanges of Love,Familiarity and Kind- 
ne6 betwixt them, as this Learned and Pious 
Pacificator wiſh and deſires, yea hopes might 
be amongſt the Auguſtan: and Reformed, I can 
ſee no reaſon. What reaſon might be given why 
a Conformiſt might not hear Dr. Owen, Dr. Bates, 
or Mr. Baxter at Pinners-Hall, or el{lwhere? yea 
or why he might not Preach there himſelf? What 
reaſon can be given why theſe worthy and ex- 
cellent men might not be permitted to Hearn at 
Guild-Hall Chappel, Bow, or other. Churches 
in the City ? Is not their Doctrine as ſound, their 
Miſterial Qualihcations as great,and their Man» 
ner ot Preaching as likely to do good, at leaſt ag 
ſome of the Conformable Clergy? I am nat 
ignorant what ObjeCtions the Intereſt, Paſſions, 
and Prejudices of men, do make againſt what [ 
have propoſed and diſcourſed, nor ſhall I under- 
take to anſwer them. Humble, holy, mortihed 
men, that love Peace, and the Souls of men, be- 
fore their own petty Intereſts and Advantages, 
can eafily anſwer them trhemlſclyes, and others 
will not be convinced by any thing that I ſhall 


reply unto rhem. "There's no conkuting the Ob-Ji 
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jeftions that are made by Pride, Covetouſneſs, 
Ambition, Love of Empire and Dominion, and 
other Paſſions of Infernal Race; and I have no 
preſent Inclination to ſpend any Words uponthe 
Objections of inconfutable Men. Ir is true, that 
i | what I propoſe may ſeem at preſent unpraCti- 
cable, by reaſon of the Inconſiſtency of ſuch Pra- 
Ctiſes with the Eſtabliſhed Laws: But it is not 
4s | impoſlible, I hope, that His Majeſty (who is the 
X | Breath of our Noſtrils) with His Par lzament, may 
n | come to think fit, that ſuch Laws be relaxed for 
Yy | the Uniting and Strengthening the Proteſtane Ir- 
9, | tereſt, againſt the Roman and French Enemy. And 
2 | if it ſhould pleaſe God to incline the Heart of the 
at | K5ng, and His-Great Council ſo to do; then will 
X- | that which I have ſaid be not only very praCftica- 
at | ble, but, as I think, very uſeful; that is, to leſſen 
e5 | and abate Differences, reſtore decayed and dy- 
ar | ing Love, and to bring Chriſtians to a greater U- 
n-| niformity in Judgment and Practice, than any o- 
a8 | ther Means or Endeavors whatſoever. Redintigra- 
ot | r:0neM amicitie neceſſario ſequs debet officiorum ſeiula 
15, | Communicatio atq; familiaritas. Amyrald.ubi ſupra. 
I] The Laſt Propoſal I have to offer, that is the 
r-| Twenty-Fourth and chiefeſt, & therefore reſerved 
edjto the laſt, is this : Let theſe Tolerated Churches 
x-|be made, and then reputed Parts of the Natio- 
es, |nal Church,whereof the King is the Head. What 
ers other Head to find for it, under that Conſiderati- 
all]on,after all that hath oflate been ſaid concerning 
b-fit, I am as yet to ſeek. If the Biſhops be _ 
ME G | the 
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the Head of the National-Church, by the ſame 
"Reaſon all the Biſhops of the Chriſtian World 
mult be the Head of the Univerſal Church; (and 
.indeed, thoſe that affirm the One, affirm the O- 
ther) which ſome Men will fay, is French Popery ; 
and I know not how to confute them. If the 
Arch-Biſhops be the Head of the Church, it will 
be enquired, whether they claim their Title Fare 
Divino, or Humano ? If Fure Divino, they muſt 
-prove it, which will not eafily be done: If Fure 
Humano, l hope they will grant the King Superi- 
or to them, ard that they arebut His Officers and 
Delegates; which is the ſame thing that I de- 
ſire, and which is agreeable to the Opinion of 
our Firſt Reformers, as is apparent in Dr. Bur- 
net's Hiſtory of the Reformation : For Cranmer took 
a Commiſſion from K. Edward, by which he held 
his Biſhoprick, and exerciſed his: Juriſdiction. 
Vid. Par. 2.pag.6. And fo Boner had done before 
him, from King Herry the Eighth. Vid. Par. 1. 
[. 3. p.267. And this 1s the famething, that hath 
been lately propoſed by that Thoughrful Man, 
Mr. Humfrey, in the End of a Diſcourſe written 
by Himſelf and Others, and dedicated to the 
Right Honourable, the Earl of Hall:fux, that 
great and ſagacious Steteſman. I know ſome Men 
are Deaf Aaders, who will not be brought to re- 
gard it, let a Man have Charmed never fo wiſely; 
but Theſe (I take it) are ſuch only, who are 
Enemies to Peace, and will part with nothing 
for the ſake of it. jp 
A 
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And why now theſe Tolerated Churches ſhould 
not be accounted true Churches, and Parts of the 
National-Church, whereof the King is the Head, 
I do not imagine. In my Apprehenſion, they 
look very like the Churches we read of in the 
New-Teftament, which (no Man doubts) were of 
Divine Appointment. For although Ido not know, 
but that-ſome particular Perſons from among 
the Clergy, fitteſt for it, (As St. Paw chiefly im- 
ployed tuafelf in Preaching the Goſpel, and 
meddled -but little with Bapt:ſ-n) may be law- 
fully and prudently choſen, and employed chief- 
ly in the Governmentof ſeveral Congregations, 
even 25:nany as they can perſonally know, and 
be acquainted withal; and if they be called Bi- 
ſhops,and have apeculiar Conſecration, and no- 
thing-be done in Ordination, Cenſures, and Ab- 
folations, but with their Knowledge, Direction, 
and Approbation, I would have no Controverſie 
with them about it : Yet I do profeſſedly avow, 
that1-can find no ſuch thing in theScripture,nor 
in the Practice of the Church for 200 Years. .I 
know 'tis ſaid, That the Apoſtles were Dioce- 
Jans, and that they.governed all or moſt of the 
Chriſtian Churches whilſt they lived ; but I ſee 
no Proof of it, and there's one Argument againſt 
it, which I cannot tell how to anſwer, and 'tis 
this. If the Chriſtian Churches, in the Apoſtles 
days, had -no Governours but themſelves, 'tis 
certain, that for the moſt part they had none at 
-8ll, for they never fixed in any place, but havi 
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preached the Goſpel, planted Churches, and 
ſettled Officers amongſt them, they left them, 
and went to other Places and Countreys. 'Tis 
true, they did ſometimes return, and viſit the 
Churches that they planted ; but who Governed 
them in the intermediate Periods of Time? Or 
were there no Ordinations, Cenſures, or Abſolu- 
tions performed in them, or none but by their 
Direction and Command ? That ſome Adts of 
Diſcipline were performed by their Direction 
and Command, I do acknowledge ; but that all 
were ſo, and that none ought to be perſormed 
without it, I ſee no reaſon to believe. 
Touching the Practice of the Church after the 
Apoſtles, t11l the end of the Second Century, 1 
muſt ſay, That I can find no Evidence of Dioce- 
ſan Epiſcopacy, or of any Churches bigger than 
ſome ſingle Congregations among us at this day. 
I think the Churches of Corimh, Epheſus, Anti- 
ch, &c. ſingle Congregations, and that they all 
Communicated at cne Altar ; and that there are 


many Congregations In England as numerous, 


and ſome much more numerovs than they. Yea, 
I will add (after all that hath been ſaid of late 
to the contrary) that I am not convinced, that 
the Church of Carthage in Cyprian's po bs which 
was Two hundred and fifty Years after Chr:/t, 
wasany bigger than ſome of our Parochial-Con- 
gregations. In an Epiſtle to the Clergy of Car- 
thage, he tells them, That from the beginning of hu 
Epijcopacy, ke determined to do nothing by bis own 


private 
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private Tudgment, nor without their Counſel, and 
the Conſent of bis People. A primordio Epiſcopatus 
mes ſtatuerim, nihil ſine Conſilio Veſtro, & ſine con- 
ſenſu Plebis mee, privata ſententia gerere. Ep. 6. Cx 
Edit. Goularti1. 

What doth St. Cyprian mean by Hu People, in 
theſe words? Doth he mean the whole, or Ma- 
jor Part of a Dioceſs, in the Modern ſenſe of 
the Word ? Did he aflemble his Dioceſs, and 
take their Conſent in all things that did concern + 
them ? Credat Fudeus Appella. Many Paſlages of 
like nature might be produced from this freat 
Saint and Martyr,andare by Learned Men,which 
[ will not repeat. 

And for ought that I can perceive, Dioceſan E- 
pi ſeopacy was unknown in this Nation, for ſeyeral 
hundreds of Years after Chriſt Feſus. The Culdees 
were the great Preachers of the Goſpel, and 
Promoters of Chriſtianity in Scotland, Thoſe 
Culdees were no Biſhops, nor had any Ordinati- 
on, but ſuch as was performed by the Monk, or 
Abbot of the Monaſtery, in the Iſland His. This 
Monk, (who was himſelf no Biſ1op) and his Pre(- : 
byters gave them their Orders z ard from thencs 
came Aidan and Finan into England, and are cal- 
led Biſhops; but had no other Ordination, than 
that abovementioned. Wii was the firſt Cano- 
nical Biſhop in Britain, as Bede reports. Non 
erat tunc ullis exceptro Wini 1m tora Britannia Ca- 
nonice Ordinatus Epiſcopme. Lib. 3.cap. 28. Which 
was near Six hundred Years after Chr:/#. 

G 3 The 
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Tz PrefeQure and Juriſdiftion of Biſhops 


in E-7/ 1d, ſeems to me of Humane Inſtitution, ; 
| and derived partly from t+- Favour of Princes, D 
' and pa: :iy from the Utu: p.tton -fthe Pope ; and 
thus gotten, and obtained, they enjoyed and ex- 4 
erciſed it for mary Hundreds of Years, eve till T 
thedays of Hemry the Eighth ; whoreaſſuming the cl 
Authority that had been granted by former Prin- | 2 
ces. nd nſ1rped by the Pope, obliged them to ac- S 
knowledge their Juriſdiction, by derivation from a 


Himfelf; and ſubjeCted them to a Premunrere, in 
caſe of refuſal: And of this Opinion thoſe Biſhops | 
ſeem to be, that took Commiſſions from K. Henry 
the Eighth, and K. Edward the Ssxth, for their 
holding their Biſhopricks, and Exerciſe of their þ 
Juriſdiction ; as I have ſignified already. 8 


Let our preſent Dioceſans therefore, as ſuch, = 
acknowledg themſelves the K:np's Officers, and y:; 
by Deputation from Him, let them exerciſe ſuch th 


Authority, circa ſacra, 2s appertains to Kings : 
Let them enjoy their Honour and Revenues, as a (d 
Reward of their Service : Let the Powers gran- 
ted by Chriſt to ſuch Biſhops, as Thave above con- 
ceded lawful, and their Preſbyters, be left invio- | *f 
lable: And let our Dioccans ſaperviſe them in 
the Exerciſe of them ; and fee that they neither G1 
neglect, nor abuſe them : 'And all our Contro- | 12 
veriies about Church-Government, will come to 
an-end. Such Churches as ſhould be thought | 7 
worthy of Toleration, as well as thoſe that have 
the Approbation of Authority, would ſubmit to 
ſuch an Epiſcopacy. When 
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When it ſhall pleaſe God therefore to ſend. us 
a Parliament, that, are able to diſtinguiſh wifely 
betwixt (Tolerable and Intolerable Opinions ard 
Perſons; and ſa by Law to permit to the One 
the. Liberty of their Aſſemblies, and to reſtrain 
the Other; and ſhall then prepare a Bill for De- 
claring the Conſtitution of the Church, as Nati- 
onal; making the King tobe Head of all the Con- 
gregations, which ſhall be Tolerated, as well as. 
of thoſe which are Parochial ; and-the Dioceſan 
Biſbopsto be His Officers or Delegates, forke 
ing good Order amoneſt them all; leaving to the 
Paſtor. of every. Pariſh. or- Congregation that 
Power, which Chr:/#.hath committed to him - 
fox Feeding and Ruling the Flock, over which 
the Holy Gholt hath made Him Overſeer; with- 
out confounding this [zternal Power of His, with 
the External of: the Other, derived from: the 
King ;,. but. preſerving the Rights of both ſo, 
that the One be. not ſwallowed up of the Qther 
(Nor forgetting the Conceſſion of a ſart of Epil- 
copacy, to.periorm the ordinary Work of the 
Apoſtles and Evaggeliſts, in that Multiplicat 
of Superviſors over the Parochial-Clergy, which.- 
I propoſe alſo in theſe Papers); then ſhall the. 
Grounds be laid for a firm and laſting Concord 
in the Nation, about the Matter of Religion. 

There were two Bills in, the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that fate laſt at W:ſkminſter, the One for 
the Unring thoſe that could come in to. the pre- 
ſeat Churc Semen, the Other for Eaſc 
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to ſuch as cannot. Theſe Bills had they paſſed, 
and become Laws, might be a good Interim for 
making up our Breaches, till ſome more effefty- 
al means were alſo applied ;- but when they 
would ſerve for excellent Scaffolds to ſtand up- 
on, while the Work is in hand, the Fabrick it 
ſelf ſhould be formed out of ſuch Materials as 
theſe, which I now offer, and which I find put 
to the End of that Book [I have before mention- 
ed, in the laſt Half Sheet thereof, and called a 
rerials for Union. 
Should it but pleaſe the King then,and a Parlia- 
ment to conſider the Contents only of what Mr. H. 
hath there propoſed, and paſs the Senſe of it 
into a Law, it would unite and heal us; it wonld 


make us a Glorious Church indeed ; firm and - 


Compacted among our ſelves, and therefore im- 
pregnable to the Aſſaulrs of all our Enemies. 
Tho there were Differences in Judgment among 
us, and ſome Difference in PraCtices, yet there 
would be little or no Difference in AﬀeCtions ; 
All would mind and promote the common Peace, 
and unite. in reſiſting the Common Enemy. 
This would put a Period to the Attempts of 
Rome ; for to what purpoſe ſhould the FaCtors 
and Emiſſaries of the Roman Conclave attempt to 
ſubvert an Eſtabliſhed Church and Religion, 
where there is no probability of prevailing ? 
And what likelihood is there to prevail, where 
all Parties are ſatisfied ? The One in the Fayour- 
and Encouragement of the Government and 
Laws; 
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Laws: the other in their Indulgence, and Pro- 
tection by them. 


SECT THT 


A Ethough it be plain enough from what 1 
have diſcourſed, that I plead the Cauſe of 

none but Tolerable Diſſenters, and am Advocate 
for no Perſons or Churches that maintain perni- 
cious Errours, and are impenitent and incorri- 
gible in them : Yer to prevent all Miſunderſtan- 
dings, I do again here {ubjoyn, That I plead not 
the Cauſe of ſuch as ſubvert the Chriſtian Faith, 
in the great Eſſentials of it, which the Fews, 14a- 
homet ans, Socinians, and all other Jnfidels do. [ 
would not have Men permitted to Preach down 
Feſus Chrift, and the Goſpel, and to Preach up 
meer Theiſme, or the Religion of the Antique or 
Modern Heathens;z nor of ſuch as Preach Immo- 
rality and Licentious Prophaneſs. I would not 
have Men permitted to encourage or juſtify Vi- 
olence'or Rapine, -Senfvality or Luſt, Rebellion 
or Treaſon, or any thing that is plainly Wick- 
ed, and condemned by the Light of Nature, as 
well as the Doctrine of Chriſtianity : And of 
this kind are many Popiſh Doftrines, as is evident 
to all Men, that have converſed in the Writings 
of their Ca/wſ/ts, and ſuch as have the Conduct 
of Conſcience among them. Particular Inſtances 
whereof may be ſeen in the Myſtery of Teſuitilm, 
and the Feſuirs Morals; by any Man that hath a 
; deſire 
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deſire to be ſatisfied concerning them: Nor of: 
ſuch whoſe Doctrines are inconſiſtent with Civil . 


O_o 
7 


Ig: - b- 4 As. 


Government, and Publick Peace ; and ſuch is the 
Dodtrine of the Roman: ſts. AP. pſt (if he be true 
to the Opinions and Decrees of their Own Popes 
and Councils) muſt be a Rebel, and. a Traytor, 
whenſoever his Holineſs pleaſes to command 1t. 

This hath been ſufficiently proved by many Au- 


thors, and is obvious enough to ſuch as read. 


their Books: And if there be any other Sect or 
Sort of People, that maintzin ſuch DoCtrines, as 
do diſturb the Peace of Mankind neceſſarily and 
truly, (and not occaſionally, and by.accident, 


for 10 the Goſpel doth it) I haye nothing to ſay; 


on their behalf. 

But if the Toleration- that I have propoſed 
and pleaded for, ſhould be theught a Means: of: 
increaſing the Separation from the Publick: Con- 
gregations; I reply; Let care be taken (as I 
iaid) that the Clergy, who officiate inthem, be 
Men of Worth, Ability, and good Converſation; 
that is, ſuch as preach and live Pioully, and love, 
the Honour of;Ged, and the Souls of Men: And, 
let ſome Diſcipline be reſtored to particular 

Churches under the Inſpection of the; Byſbops, 


and difference be made betweenthe Precious, and; 


the Vile, by the Exerciſe af it; that none be re- 


puted and accounted Chriſtians, and admitted, 
£0 all the Priviledges of Chriſtians, that know. 


nothing but the Name of Chriſtianity, and live 


in open Dehance to all the Laws thereof a” 


Rs” \ a a" F 40>; 
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f theſe two things were done, there would be 


; ſho great danger of encrealing the Separation by 


olerating ſome Difſenting Churches; but on the 
ontrary, I do think that Separate Churches 
vould be drained and emptyed, and in a few 
'ears almoſt quite diſſolved thereby. For in 
ny Obſervation, 'tis the Ignorance and Pro- 
;haneſs of Clergy-Men, and the Corruption 
ind Impurity of Churches, that began and doth 
2ntinue the Diviſions, and Separations, that 
ave been, and ſtillare among us : Let the Cauſe 
x removed, and taken away, and the Effect will 
caſe. 

Nay, ſuppoſe ſome ſingle Perſons, few in 
umber. ſhould leave the publick and Allowed: 
:ongregations, on occaſion of this Toleration, 


"and joyn themſelves: to ſeparate Aſſemblies ; 


har great hurt 1s there in it, and why ſhould: 
ny Publick Preacher be offended at it ? What 
hurt or wrong 1s it to my Phyſician, .if I leave 
him, and go to another, if he cannot cure me, 
or I do not like his Methods and Preſcriptions ? 


*[Hath he any Reaſon-to be offended, if another 


do that which he cannot do ? I know. the Mini- 
ſter of my own Pariſh does oftentimes meet 


[ſome or other of his Pariſhoners, going to their 


Comventicles, when he hath been going to 


-|Church, and the like in his and their Return ; 


and yet I never heard that he grew into any 
Paſſion or:Diſpleaſure with them about it, much 
leſs that he proſecuted them at Law for it : But 

| he 


we 
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he hath been heard to ſay, Thar if they learned 
the Way. to Heaven at their Private Meetings (aff, 
he hoped they did, at leaſt ſome of them), he did, and 
would rejoyce : And why others may not do fo too, 
I ſee noreaſon, nor underſtand any thing to the 
contrary. Muſt Men die, if I cannot cure their 
Diſeaſes ? Muſt they periſh, if my Pills and Po-|,., 
tions will not recover them ? Muſt Men be dam-|, 
ned, if the publick Preacher cannot perſwadef, . 
them to Faith and Repentance, or teach them, 
the Way toHeaven? Surely,methinks thoſe thatF.,; 
know the Worth of Souls,ſhould rejoyce in theirſ;;, 
Salvation, whoever be the Means of it. _ 
I will add, that Intereſt hath ſo powerful and|,,, 
mighty an Influence upon Mens Judgments, that].j 
were nothing but things abſolutely neceſſary tol,,, 
Salvation impoſed, and aForm of wholſom words|, 
commended to thoſe that are admitted to theſ. / 
Publick Congregations, and Preferments of thef,,;. 
Church, I am very much inclined to believe,.,., 
that in a few Years it would be hard to find Per-|, 
ſons to officiate in ſeparate Congregations :þ;., 
Moſt Men would believe thoſe DoCtrines whichh,j, 
have publick Approbation, and which makef. , 
themcapable of Livings and Advancements; and 
others would filence their particular Apprehen- 
ons, and make no oppoſition untothem, . that] ,_ 
they alſo might ſhare in them, and where to a 
hind Perſons to miniſter in holy things, at Sepa-|,q 
rare Churches, would peradventure be no ealte|,; 
thing. And if at His Aajeſty's ag wr 
ome 
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ome few, plain, neceſlary things had been im- 
cal, oſed, and all the Teſt only commended and 
4Fountenanced, I do believe, that where there is 
"sh.ow Ten Diſſenters, there would not have been 
Dbove One. 'Tistheſe numerous and unneceſſary 
EI mpoſitions, that are the Plague of the Chriſtian 
WEVorld, as well as the Church of England; and 
O-þ:ve both made and continued all the Breaches, 
N-End Separations, that our Ears have heard, and 
debur Eyes have ſeen. Qu naturam Religions pre- 
MF;pue Chriſtiane, que tora Spiritualss eſt bene per- 
all: am habuerit, facile animadvertet vim & coa- 
ITE: ;onem 101 efſe sdoneum ad eam promovendam medi- 
m. Nec enim Equules aut gladii, aut ignes quibus 
"dl; por a cruciantur quicquam in ammumwvaleant.Cur- 
ath-1. in Inſtitut. 1.7. p. 589. Sednec Religions eſt 
Fobcere Religionem, que ſponte ſuſcips debeat, non 
Sh; Cum & boſtie ab animo libents expoſtulentur. Ita 
hep- ſe nos compuleritis ad ſacrificandum nihil preſta- 
hel.:;s Diis veſtris, ab ions enim ſacrificia non deſt- 
Cf-rabunt. Tertul. i lib. ad Scapulam. p. 447. 
-T-It the firſt Converſion of this Land to Chri- 
S*<Fianity by Auſtin, it is ſaid, That the King (E- 
CU /berthus) embraced all that came into him, hut 
kelle compelled none. Didicerat enim & a Dottoribu 
foribuſq; ſus ſalutis, ſervitium Chriſti volunt ari- 
= 1 non coatticzum eſſe. Bede Eccl. Hiſt. Ang. Gen. 
_— 1. £20. 
to After all that I have ſaid I doconfidently avow 
Ra-1:d affirm, that'tis but a very imperfeCt meaſure 
Net} degree of Peace, that the Church of God is 
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capableofin this World, and that among yariet 
of particular Churches, ſomcare capable of me 
Union and Peace,than others arc;And then to at 
tempt greater Peace and Union, than the Churc 
Univerlal is capable of, is to endeavour to de 
ſtroy it ; And that toendeavyour the reducing c 
one particular Church, to the ſame Peace and 1 
nion, that may be found inanother, is the Hig 
way toruine 1t. I here mean chiefly, Forcible en 
deavours by Impolitions, Laws, and Execution 
'Tis with the Peaceof the Church Univerſal, z 
'tis with the Health of the World, 'twill neve 
be compleat andperfect ; And toattemptto mak 
it ſo, were an impraCticable piece of Folly, z 
would make it more diſeaſed, or deſtroy a gre: 
Part of it. 'T'is with particular Churches as 
with particular Climatesand Countries,in for 
the Inhabitants are more hayle and ſound, th: 
in others, and to eſſay an Equality of Health 
mong them, would bea pernitious and vain a 
tempt ; and make many more lickly, and ſer 
Thouſfards of others to their Beds of Duſt ar 
Earth. 

All particular Churches are not equaly ſow 
and ſtrong, nor capable of equal Peace and et 
on, and to attempt it by violent remedies wy | 
certainly encreaſe their Diſcaſes,and make thq th 
wounds and breaches greater, and deſtroy may ry 
of the Members of it, ifnotthe whole; and I fe 7 { 
this is the Caſe of the Church of England, whif de 
I humbly commend to the Confideratzon of th ce 
Ecc 
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Ecclefraſtical:Phyſicians. I doubr we are not ca- 
ou as yet of ſo much Union and Peace, as may 

found inſoine other of the Reformed Church- 
es; What we may be in thenext, or in ſome fu- 
J ture Ages, if we —_— on Skilful Phyſicians, I 
willnot determine, but I hepe well. 

I have anſwered the grand Cavil, made 
in favour of Impoſitions, and in prejudice to a 
brief Creed and Symbol, containing only a few 
Plain neceſſary things,expreſſed in the Language 
q of Scripture, or rather the three Summaries of 
vq Religion,contained in thecommon Creed, Lords 
ax Prayer, and Ten Commandments. I have obvia- 
tedalſo I think the moſt conliderable ObjeCtions 
that are uſually made by the Patrons of Im- 
poſition. I know what [ have ſaid will not pleaſe 
thoſe kind ofMen, and if I had deſigned their 
I Acceptation, I muſt have rayled at Dilſlenters, 
and havereprefented them a Generation of Peo- 
ple, not worthy to live upon the face of the 
Earth. I muſt have laid fewel on thoſe flames, that 
do already rage ſo furiouſly againſt them. But I 
have other thoughts of thoſe men, and another 
deſign intheſe papers,who would bring myBuck- 
et toquench the Fire, that buras againſt them. 
wi 1 would attempt to abate the rage, and allay 
hq the heats that are raiſed, and do threaten their 
nal ruine. If what I have written may ſerve this end, 
feq I ſhall rejoyce ; If it may be acceptable to mo- 
ſhif derate and Pious Men, [ ſhall not regard the 
f th cenſures of thoſethat rage and rave. Ss non Aw- 
CC rem 
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rem ſolum percutit Ir acundia Criminantis, verumeti- 
am con{cientiam mordet Veritas Criminis ; quid mihi 
prodeſt ſi me continuis laudibus totus munaus attol- 
lat? Ita, nec malam C onſcientiam ſanat Preconum 
Landtis; nec bonam wulnerat Convitiantis Oppro- 
67171. Aug. Cont. Lit. Petilian1. I. 3.C. 1. 

The Sum of all is this, Peace and Union a- 
monegſt Chriſtians, is a thing greatly amiable 
and delirable ; but ſuch are the imperfections, 
124 Corruptions of humane minds, and of ſuch 
Q&iiterent f1z7es and various Prejudices are mens 
vnder{tandings, that 'tis morally impoſſible they 
ſhould agree in more, than ſome plain things. 
And therefore numerous and unneceſſary Impo- 
ſitions, are no proper terms of Peace, but great 
inſtruments of Diviſion, and have been been ſo 
for many Hundreds of Years. And as much peace 
as the Church of God is capable of,ia this imper- 
fect State. may be obtained by other and better 
means ; and the Evils thatare pretended to becu- 
red,cr prevented by impoſing,may be healed and 
provided for by more Chriſtian Methods. Neg; 
a! plerom charitatis & ſocietatis Chriſtiane con- 
cord: cm, neceſſaria eff plena opinionum de Dogmats- 
bus & RitiabusConſenſio - ſedcum aliqua in biſe diſ- 
feafione iniri jure poteſt, ac honeſte fovert inter diſ- 
irdentes Eccleſiaſtica Pax & fraterna conſociatio. 
Forbs. 1:f'ruc. Hiſtor. T heol. lib. 14.7. 

Beſorc I go off, I muſt requeſt the Reader, 
calmly and without heat to conſider the Con- 
tents of this Diſcourſe, before -he cenſure or 
condemn 
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condemn it; an that he will not take ſome ſingle 
Seftions, ſeparate and alone, and _— them 
with Abſurdittes . (which he may eaſily do) but 
conſider the Whole,and compare the Parts with 
each other. - For what in one Place is liable 
to Objection, may in another he freed. from it. 
If any Man ſhall think fit to reply to what [ have 
written, and doth write calmely, and with a 
peaceful Spirit, I ſhall not promiſe a Rejoynder, 
ut I ſhall conſider what he ſays : Bur if he rages, 
aid is angry, and gives me hard words, having 
no cauſe for them, I know how to _— my 
time better, than in anſwering ſuch Folly. 
And now then, I will ſhut up my Book. with 
ſome words, 'which were in the Mouths of the 
Proteſtants, at the Firſt Refortnation in /raly,and 
may be put in the Mouths of thoſe that Dsſſerr 
from us now in England. God knows, how ſoon 
we may be made one to our coſt. 

Ne wi Laſciate dare a Credere da i Voſtri Eccle- 
fraſtici, che quelli che per la 'Lettione de la Same 
Scritture vengono ne 1a copnofcent.a del Siglivolo di 
Dio, et de pee nele quali Confiaats rejet- 
tano tutte le Traditione humane; Sciano (come pa- 
[re hoggi a torto ei chiamanno) Tumultuoſs, Perturba- 
| Prori de la Pace e Quieta publica, Autori de Seajtione, 


' Þc Piers dogns witio e Licenza. m—_— che Dio non e 
Antore di Diviſione, ma di Pace. Ne ſiamonoi i pre- 
|, 5 quali fiamd di tio Stats Salſamente imputati, 
| Conciofcia che a Elia primo ſu dello che egls difturbas 

a il popolo d' Iſrael. KR” Anchora * chiamato 


| ſeditioſs 
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feaitioſo dai Fudei, Egli ApoRtph erano accuſats 
che commoverano it Popolo, Suffer not your 
ſelves to be prevailed upon by your Eccleſiaſticks, 
to believe, that thoſe who by reading the Scrip- 
tures come to the Knowledge of Chri/t and his 
promiſes, and truſting on them, reject all Hy- 
' mane Traditions, are (as at this day, to their 
ercat jury theyare called) Tumultuous, Diſtur» 
rs of publick Peace & Quiet, Authors of Sediti= 
on & Licentiouineſs, tor God 1s not the Author of 
Divition, but of Peace : Weare not the Firſt, 
to whom theic things have been imputed. It 
was ſaid of Elias, That he was the Troubler of 
Iſrael. The Jews ſaid of Chriſt, That he was Se- 
d:tious and Subverted the Peopic : And twas ſaid of 
the Apoſtles, That they did exceedingly trouble 
their Cities and turned the World upſide down. 
Aprue, Aprite gl: occhi voſteri, e conſiderate bens 
7163 che permettere che me voſteri cutta ſtiano Gjudezet 
altri non ſolamente ds contraria Religione a quella del 


ferlivolo di Dio, ma. Diſtruttori d' efſa Anchyora et |, 
A heiſt, et ronpermetrerete chi quellt, i quali ſegur-|,; 
rano la Vera Dottrina e Religione de Gieſu Chriito, þ, 


fare ne voſtri Cittge Caſe loro, contra agns Giuſti- 
tae Legneranto crvile quanto Druma? Open, 0- 
xn your Eyes, and conſider, you that permit 
ws in your Cities, and others not only of con- 


trary Religion to that of the Son of God, buth; 


utter Deſtroyers of it, yea, arrant Athei#ts ; 
And will ye not ſuffer thoſe, which follow the 


true Doctrine and Religion of Chriſt Jeſus, rofl - 


dwell 


/ 
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dwellin your Cities in their own Houſes,contra- 
ry to all Right both Humane and Divine ? 
Theſe are Words in an Addreſs to the Italian 
Princes, and Republicks, in the Year 1562. Un- 
to which I will therefore yet affix a Seiitence 
| that is Freſh, out of the preſent Biſhop of Cork, 
[in his late Book call'd, The Proteſtant Peacema- 
 Jker, who hath rendred himſelf (I take it ) Obſer- 
| vable for his ſeveral Condeſcending paſſages to 
[the Nonconformiſts : and more efdecially, fer 
> [the mention he makes of :1e Book of theirs, 
 Jentituled, A Peaceable Reſolntion of Conſcience 
f ronching our preſent Impoſitions (and it is a Peace- 
- Jable Book indeed) with ſo much Integrity and 
f |Honour as he does, though ſcarce taken notice 
« Jof by others: as alſo, for this oneſaying of his, 
which is fit (I think) to be ſet on a Beacon, and 
8 [ſhall be therefore my Concluſion. [ am, and muſt 
+ fbe of the mind, that the ſtrength of the Proteſtant 
cl Cauſe, both at Heme andthroughous Chriftendom, 
et ies inthe Union of Proteſtants ; andthe Glory, Pu- 
ity, and Power of Chriftianity in this World, ſtands 
9% or falls with Protettantiſm. 


- SECT. Ut. 


UL T2 this Diſcourſe before going, written by 

2 Learned Hand in the Countrey, which 
uthioes here end, the Bookſeller, who knows him 
5 *Þnot. is adviſed to annex the Copy of thoſe two 
heh1;11s for Accommedatior, that were in the Houſe 
il f Commons, when they Sate laſt at Weſtminſter ; 
M H 2 | to 
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to this end, that they may be here as it were up- 
on Record, for the Uſe of the Parliament, when | C 
any ſhall þe called. tt 
It is fome Months ſince this Book (which ſo [| jr 
much concerns that Argument,).was ſent out of | {a 
the Country, andit was retarded in the Preſs | p: 
ſeveral Weeks, in hopes ofa Parliament coming, | th 
that might have made the Subje& more ſeaſon- | :þ, 
able : But now the very Talk of one neony, aan. bls 
ed for this Summer, it is fit ſomething be put [c: 
to it, as may make it to be of uſe in October.| z; 
The Bees and Arts have their InſtinCt in the ir, 
Summer, to make Proviſion for their Lives a-| 4; 
gainſt the Winter. in) 
There are Two ſorts of Nonconformiits wel Sj; 
know : The One who do allow of a Lirarey, and] ye! 
Nr 110 that Churches, and theſe may be all| at 
-4c::4c4 ripon very reaſonable condeſcen-] /; 
. «+: The Other who do not allow of either,[ a1 
;. { L1eſe muſt be Jaaulged, or deſtroyed. It ispr, 
tO bills therefore, or theſe two things in one 
Ri.1, which are necellary to the defigne of Acco} ax ; 
inudaution. the 
in that Parliament, the One of theſe Bills (for yer 
there was woof them, as the Gentleman beforq gf | 
hath told us) the Bill for Indulgence, was careful} - 
ly attended by ſome concerned in it, and way: 
therefore brought to Perfection : The Other Bil} are 
that for Comprehenſion, was looked after very;yhj 
ſorrily ; and if it had Palled as it was Draw gf - 
up, would have brought in, no Body. on. 
| Fo 
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For inſtance, The Declaration of Aſſent and 
Conſent to the Bookof Common-Prayer, Tequired in 
| [the A of Unformity, was taken away wholly 
0 | in this Bill, but the Subſcription required in the 
f | fame A#, was taken away only 1n the latter 
S | part: And when in the former part there are 
> | Theſe words, And I will Conform to the Liturgy of 
- | he Church of England, as it # now by Law Eſta- 
= | bliſhed, (which are really equivalent with the De- 
IT | claration of Aﬀſent and Conſert to the Vje of. the 
r.| Bock, and It is to no more, than to the V/e of 
Clit, the Declaration is required to be made, by the 
a-} Act ), it follows, that to take away Orc of theſe 
injunctions and not the Orher, could be of no 
vel Signification. Upon notice hereof therefore -gi- 
1d] ven to ſome Members of the Houſe, it wasmoved 
11] ar the Committee to take away the whole Sub- 
N-] ſcriprion, as wellas the Declaration; and it being 
Ty] carried in the Affirmative, the Bill as it is here 
15] preſented, hath that Amendment. 
nd There are ſome few Additions more inſerted 
OJ as neceſſary thereunto for the obtaining its end, 
\ [the reaſons whereof appear in their own light, 
ol] yer is it Judged fit, that publick notice be given 
Id of two or three of them. 
ut The Oxe of them is the Parentheſis about 
a the Beginning , where the Thirty-Nine Articles 
Iliare impoſed on every Miniſter to Subſcribe, 
Ty which notwithſtanding the Exception of Three 
Wiof the Articles, do yet require more Cauti- 
on, Whoſoever have read a Book, called, A- 

H 3 part 
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. part of a Regiſter, wherein there 1s a Relation of 


ſeveral things in reterence to the Nonconformſts 
in Q. Eliz.abeths days, they will find that there 
was nothing ſo greivous to them and exaſpera- 
ted them then againſt the Biſhops fo much as the 
Subſcriptions of thoſe times, and the Subfcrip- 
tion to the Articles was one among the relt ; 
which makes me worder what our good men 
did now niean, toimpoſe the S»b/criprionof theſe 
Articles fo rigidly upon all, for the enjoyment 
of the benefit of either of their Bills, of Vmzor, 
or Jndulgence, T hey know not really what it is 
they were a doing, tor ifthe Perſecuting Spirit 
ſh_uld be raiſed hereafter about this Subſcrip- 
tion, and the thing be ſo preſſed that all who 
Subſcribe nor, ſhall be Proſecuted by the Law, 
there were like to ariſe greater troubles to tender 
Conſciences, and ſcruples more unanſwerable, 
then could be about the Cap ard Tipper, 
the Surplice and Croſs, in thoſe dayes. The 
doubtfulneſs of many about the Ceremonies 
1s not to be compared to a Conviction of Con- 
ſcience, that a man muſt not Subſcribe to any 
Point which he believes untrue. By this means 
therefore ſhould theſe Articles of the Church, 
intended for Peace, become the inſtruments of 
Torment, and be had in the greateſt Deteſtari- 
on, which conſequently will defame, and then 
ruine the Proteſtant Religion. There will be 
Perſecution in the Church, that's certain, for the 
Devil will have it ſo : There will be wrt 

- 
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der Conſciences, that's certain, for God will 
have it ſo. When there are no other things 
then to trouble Mens Conſciences but this 

Subſcription , Exceptions and Scruples will 
be raiſed againſt theie Articles ; ard ir a Parlia- 
ment do not prevent them in their Bill by a pre- 
ſent mitigation, they ACt not like wite Men, and 
do nor ſee Ten Years before them. The only re- 
medy 2gainſt this evil is to provide a liberty in 
both the Bills, that every Conſciencious Man 
that really ſcruples any of the: Articles may ex- 
plain his ſenſe, which if it ſhall not paſs unleſs 
it be allowed to be Crthodox by the Biſhop 
Cor by two other Biſhops, in caſe the Dioceſan 
be partial) there can be no harm in it, at leaſt 
none in compariſon of this miſchief, which is to 
be prevented hereby. 

Another of them is about the Middle, concern- 
ing Orders. In thelate Times, when the Biſhops 
were down, many were ordained by Presbyters 
and the Houſe was willing to allow thoſe Or- 
ders, as good in a Caſe of VNecefſty, upon which 
account only the rigid Eprſcopalian will allow 
of the Miniſtry of the Reformed Churches be- 
yond the Sea: but there being others that have 
been Ordained fince the returf\! of the Biſhops, 
the Houſe made no proviſion for ſuch in theB1ll, 
being not willing You may ſuppoſe) to counte- 
nance a negle& of the Biſhops out of that caſe. 
And what then ſhall ſuch do ? There is an Or- 
divation to the Offes, or Miniſtry :t ſelf,, and he 
LO? H 4 | that 
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that is Once Ordained to tit, whether by Pres- 
byrers or Biſhops, cannot receive the Spiritual 
Power (or Character), or be mace Miniſters, .4- 

ain: Burt there is a laying on of hands to the 
Work of that Officein regard to a new Charge, 
as Paul and B.rnabas who were Miniſters before, 
and yet are ſeparated to that peculiar Work, 
(unto which they were called by the Huly Gh.j;) 
by the laying on of the H::nds of thuſe who are 
named A. 13. Such an Oraination now as this 
may be repeated, andis the only 44:4. tor re- 
ſolution of this auinculty. 

. The Third of theie [nſertions is the laſt whole 
Clauſe concerning the Common-Fr.ryer, the di 


conſideration whereof is the very main tie 
upon which the whole matter of this Cup 4141- 
fron does turn. It Utyon it ſelf be neceli ry, it 


muſt be neceſlary ro know what is the t15itom, 
upon which we can be United. In all Recon- 


cilements between different Parties, the firſt 


thing that 1s to be found out, is a Medium ſor 
their Agreement. When we have found this, it 
wult be conſidered, how far each Party can come 
up to that Medium, and then we can make the 
Accommodation. The Medium of Reconcilia- 
tior in this Buſineſs, at this time, between the 
Conformiſt and Nonconformiſt, is the Common- 
Prayer. Some Perſons (as is ſaid before) do 
hold, that a ſtinted Form of Prayer, and Our 
Pariſh-Churches, are_unwarrantable by God's 
Word; who, though they may be /nzdulged, are 

| ”— | thereby 
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thereby uncapable of Comprehenſion. Others are 
ready.t9.maintain the Lawfulneis.of both theſe ;. 
and the Enquiry about ſuch is, How far they 
can do that which is enjoyned ? That 1s, How 
far they can Read the Common-Prayer, and how 
far they cannot Conform to it ? This is the Cri- 
tical Point, in regard to this Bill between the 
Conformiſt and Nonconformiſt. The One can Read 
ill, the Other ſo much only as will ſerve for Uni- 
on. The Nornconformiit now, who hold a Form 
of Prayer, and the Pariſh-Churches lawful, are, 
for the moſt part of them, zble (through Provi-. 
veutial Mercy) ,to Contorm to the Ordinary 
L:rd's Day Service, their Exceptions (which 
mzke the Litwgy to them unlawful) lying in- 
oLner Parts or Moments of the Book. And con- 
ſequently, if the Bill may be hemmed up with' 
the Clauſe here offered, it will do. Without: 
that Clauſe, it is apparently imperfect : With 


: it, it will be what we may call Perfett, that is, 


By WE 8 ECT ON 5. | Pas wa! A a 8. 


Perfe& in its kind, ſo far as to anſwer 1ts end, 
and bring in Al of the Willing, and Many of the 
Unwill.:;g, that go under the Name of the Preſby- 
zerian Per ſwaſion. This being premiſed, the Bills 
(the Titles onlyas they were in the Houſe, be-- 

ing yoluntarily omitted) areas followeth. 
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THE 


Bill for Comprehenſion. 


V V Hereas the Peace of the Stare is highly con- 


cer3'd inthe Peace of the Church, Therefore 

& -ll T:mes, but «ſpec: clly in this Conjimtture, it is 
moft Neecſſ..ry to be preſerved, In Order therefore 
go remove D:fferenices and Diſſatisfaftions, which 
my ariſe among Proteſt ants, Be ſt cenactcy by the 
Kings moſt Excellens Majeſty, by, and with the 
Advice and Cur.ſent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons mn thi; preſent Parliament A/ſ- 
fembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That 
if ary Per ſon ſhall (without making any Interpret: ti- 
Pl w/ his own, wunle(s it be ſuch as ſhell be allowed to 
be Orthodox by his Dioceſan, or two other Bi- 
ſhops) Subſcribe, and Declare his Aﬀſent and Con- 
ſent unto, and Apprebation of the Articles of Rel;- 
on, mentioned in the Stature made in the 13th. 
Tear of the late Q. Elizabeth, excepe only the 3 4th. 
35th. and 36th. Arrivles ; and alſo, except theſe 


fra. 
þ 


and 


words in the 20th. Article| Viz. The Church hathÞEz 


power todecreeRites & Ceremonies,& Authori4 


ck 


ty in Controverſtes of Faith,” in like manner as he isPÞtin 


atready Obliged to Subſcribe, and Declare his Aſſenth 
and Conſent unto, and Approbation of, all the ſais 
39 Ar 


Prie 


he 
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39 Articles : Eveny ſuch Perſon fhall be as capabtt off 
taking ny Degree im ether Unruer ſity, or being Or« 
dined Prieſt or Deacon, or of being Cdllated, Ad- 
muted, or put into, and to Hold and Enjoy any Ec 
cleſiatical Benefice or Promotion, asf the ſard Per- 
ſon had Subſcribed and Declared his Aſſent and Con- 
ſent unto, and Approbatian of all the ſaid Arricles of 
Reli710n, 

And be it further Enafted by the Authority afore= 
ſaid, That every Per ſen Ordained between the Tear 
of our Lord 164.4, and the Firſt of May, in the Tear 
1680, according to the Form of Ordination, uſed by 
laying on of hands by the Presbytery, ſhall be as ca- 
pable of any Eccleſiaſtical Benefict, or Promotion, as 
if he had been Ordained according to the Form of 
Making andOrd uning Prieſts and Deacons im the 
Church of England : And that every Perſon Or- 
dained only by Presbyters ſince the Tear of owr Lord 
1660, ſhall not be admitted to any Benefice, unleſs be 
receive a ſecond Impoſitron of Hands from ſome 
Biſhep, to recommend him to the Grace of God, for 
the Work.or Exerciſe of his Office, in the Place or- 
Charge unto which he # call'd; and the Biſhop ſhall 
frame his Vords accordingly. 

And Whereas, by a Srarmee made in the 13th. 


th. 
eſe 
ith 
T1 
JE 

ſen 
a1 


Ar 


nd 14th. Tear of His Majefties Raign that now is, 
nt:tuled, An Act for the Uniformity of the Pub- 
lick Prayer,and Adminiſtrationof Sacraments,&- 


Fother Riresand Ceremonies,and for Eſtabliſhing 
the Form of Ordaining & ey es Biſhops, 
Encland, 


there 


Prieſts, and Deacons, in theChurch 
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there are two Declarations impoſed upon ſcveral Per- 
ſons, and in ſuch manner as us there ſpecified. 

Be it further Enacted by che Authority aforeſaid, 
That no Ferſon that hereafter ſhall be Preſented, or 
Collated, or Put into any Eccleſiattical Benefice or 
Promotion, ſhall declare his unfeigned Aſſent and 
Conſent to the Uſe of all things contained, and 
Prcjcribed in the Book of Common- Prayer ; 
zor Make and Srbſcribe the other Declaration , 
or Acknowledrmer, (Viz. ] A. B. do declare, 
That 1t is tot Lawful to take up Arms againſt 
the x:..g, C&c.}] wrcording to the tormes in the 
aid Act, tn the 131. and 14th. Tear of Hu /Ma- 
je$*1es Reign, irected and appointed ; bu: that Both 
the ſud Decl-w..110:5s ſhall be wholly Omitted, any 
thing ta the aforeſ.ua Statute to the Contrary Not- 
withjtanding. 

And be it ſurther enatted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That no Perſon ſhall hereafter be capable of 
being collated, Admitted, or put into any Eccleſta$ti- 
cal Bencfice, or Promotion, before ſuch time as the 
ſaid Perſon ſhall have takenthe Oaths of Supremacy 
and Allegiance (which Oath of Allegiance «© con- 
rained inthe St.cture made in the 3d Tear of King 
James.) before the Brſhop of the Duoceſs, (who is 
hereby Imporrred to admmiter the. ſame) and ſhall 
alſo Myke and Subſcribe the Declaration mentioned 
in an Att of Parliament, made in the 3oth. Tear of 
His Maje5ties Retonthat now 15, Entituled, An ACt 
to prevent Paprſts from Sittiug in either Houſe of 
Parliament : Ard the Name of every Perſon gen 

ing 


s 0 ww 
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king the Oath, and Making and Subſcribing the De- 
claration aforeſaid, ſhallbe Enrolled with the Day 
and Time of his T aking the ſame, in Rolls to be kept 
by the reſpeftive Biſhop.of each Dioceſs for that pur- 
oſe. | 
: — be it further enatted b y the Authority afore- 
faid, That" no Perſon ſhall hereafter be Obliged to 
take the Oath of Canorical Obedience, or to make 
the Subſcription required by the Canons, or to go 
ro the Biſhop for a Licenſe to Preach, being already 
lawfully Ordained, any Statute or Cuſtome to the 
contrary Notwith$t anding. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority afore= 
ſaid, That from hencefoxth, no Perſon whatſoever 
wear a Surplice, durmg the time of Reading Come 
mon Prayer, or Preaching or Per forming any Keligi- 
ous Worſhip, in any Charch, or Chappel whatſoever, 
except only in the C _ of the Kings MajeFty, 
and all Cathedral Churches of this Realm of Eng 
land, and Dominion of Wales. 

And be :t further enafted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That from henceforth, no AMinifter, or other 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, ſhall be Obliged or compelled 
to uſe the Signe of the Croſs in Baptiſm, or any Pa- 
rent Obls 4 have bis Child Chriſtened by the M5- 
miter w the Pariſh, if the ſaid MiniHter will nor 
uſe or omit the Sign of the Croſs, according to the 
Deſire of the Pareat, whoin that Caſe may procure 
ſome other AMimiiter to do xt. Nor ſhall the Child of 
any Perjon be refuſed Baptiſm, for want of Godfas 
thers and Godmothers, ; long as the Parent u pre- 
ſent to fill their place. | Ry Any 
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And bexe ſurcher enatted by rhe Arthority afore- 
| ſaid, That ao Mimifter, or Eccli ſtaſtical Per ſon, that 
ſball Ofirtate wn the Adnimstration of the Sacras 
ment of the Lords Supper, ſhall refuſe ut to any Per- 
ſon that deſires tobe admitted to the ſame, although 
ſuch Perſon ſball not uſe the Geſture of Kneeling in 
the Att of Receiving, nor Come up to the Communion 
T able, bmt ſhall 7017 ſuch Convenient Place in the 
Church, where ſuch Perſon 1s, and there give tt him 
in ſome other decent Geftwre of Ordin..ry uſe in the 
ReformedChurches. Nor ſhall any Mamftcr be troubled 
for the nithholding his own Aft, in delivery of the 
Sacrament f;om ary, whom he Fudges notoriouſly un- 
worthy,or unfit for it : Nor for ſu'/pending his reading 
#2e Semence of Excommunication ag aint any of bus 
Pariſb, urtil be be [arrsfied inthe Caſe, that bis crime 
ſerves it, 

And ro the imcent that Uriformity may (ſo far a4 
8r55-weedful, and ſo far 4s it can) be ſtill maintain- 
ed, Be it enafted Mereover by the Authority afore- 
faid, That every Parſon, Vicar, and Letturer, ſhall 
conform to the Liturgy of the Church, inthe Ordina- 
ry Lords-day Service, reading the ſame by bimſelf, 
or by bis Citrate, as by Law it is Eſtabliſhed : Re- 
ferving a Neceſſary, and Juſt Liberty, for his Con- 
ſeience in any Matter, or Words, which himſelf 
eſtcems unlawful ( and ſo to bim it is ſin) in the By- 
Officcs, Occaſional Service, the Rubrichs, and other- 
wiſe : and alſo, for Prudence in the whole Mannage- 


ment, to Aft withreſpet to Trme, Place, and Cir- [ 


eurftances, ſo as appeares moſt conducive ro Edifica- 
| tion. 
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tion, And ſolong « the main or. of the Service 
appainted, is there Read, and the Subſtance of the Ofe 
es there performed, be ſhall not be Puniſhable for 
any Breach otherwiſe of the Acts of Unifornaty, a 

thing in the ſaid Statures ro rhe Contrary —_— 
ftanding: | 
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TH E 
Bill for Inaulgence. 


F-Oraſmuch as Some Eaſeto Tender Conſtiene 

ces in the Exerciſe of Religion, may be an 
EffeCtual Means to Unite His Majeſties Proreftant 
Subjects in Intereſt and Aﬀe&tion, which is high- 
ly neceſſary in this time of Eminent Danger 
from the common Enemy the P-pi#s : Be it Fn- 


__ ig ——_ 


acted By the Kings Maſt Excellent Majeſty, by 


and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons in 
this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, Thar neither 
the Statute made in the'234. Year of theReign of 
the Late Queen Elzabeth, Entituled An AF to 
retain the Toe MajeSties Subjets in their due O- 
:edience : Nor the Statute made inthe Twenty 


Eighth Year of the ſaid Queen, Entituled 4: 


At for the more ſpec and due Execution of cert ain 
Branches of the 


tatute made in the Twenty Third 
Tear 
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Tear of the Queens MajeFties REIGN, (Videlicet ) 
the aforeſaid At: Nor Statute made inthe Jhhird 
Year of the Reign of the Late King Fames, Enti- 
tuled An Af to prevent and avoid dangers which 
may grow by "__ Recuſants: Nor any other Law 
or Statute of this Realm, made againſt Poprſh 
Recuſams, ſhall be conſtrued to Extend to any 
Perſon or Perſons Diſſenting” from the Church 
of England, that ſhall (being lawfully required) 
take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy 
(which Oath of Allegiance is contained in a Sta- 
tute madein the Third Year of the Late King 
Fames), and make and Subſcribe the Declaration 
mentioned in a Statute made in the Twentieth 
Year of His Majeſties Reign that now is, Enti- 
tuled An AF to prevent Papifts from Sitting in e:- 
ther Houſe of Parliament, .And be it further En- 
afted by the Anthority aforeſaid, That all and 
every Perſonand Perſons already ConviCted, or 
Proſecuted in Order to Convittion of Recuſancy, 
by Inditment, Information, Aftion of Debt, or 
otherwiſe grounded upon the aforeſaid Statutes, 
or any of them that ſhall take the ſaid Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, and make and Sub- 
ſcribe the aforeſaid Declaration, in the Court of 
Exchequer or Aſſizes, or General or Quarter Sef- 
ſions, to be held for the Connty where ſuch Per- 
ſon lives, and to be thence reſpeCtively certified 
into the Exchequer, ſtiall be thenceforth dif- 
charged from all the Penalties,Seizures and For- 


ſeitures incurred by force of any the aforeſaid 
\ Statutes, 
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Statutes, without any Compoſition, Fee, or fur- 
ther Charge whatſoever. And be it further Eg- 
acted By the Authority aforeiaid, that all and 
every Perſon and Perſons, (that being lawfully 
required) ſhall take the ſaid Oaths, and make 
and ſubſcribe the Declaration aforeſaid, ſhall 
net be liable to any Pains, Penalties or Forfei- 


tures mentioned in an Act,madethe Thirty Fifth 


Year of the late Queen El:zabcth, Entituled, Av 
Att to retain the Queens Majeſties Subjetts in their 
due Obedierice ;, Nor in an Act made in the Twer- 
ty Second Year of His Majeity that now is, .En- 
tituled, An AF to prevent and ſuppreſs Sedirior s 
Corrv.nticles; Nor ſhall any of the faid Perſons be 
Proſecuted in any Eccleſiafticcal COURT, for 
or by reaſon of their Non-conforming -to the 
CHURCH of ENG LAND. Fes oY 
TheBill proceeds next to:a Proviſo, That'the 
Doors be not Locked, Barred, or Bolted; where 
there are Meetings : T hen to the Relieving Cor- 
ſtables, Church-Wardezs, andthe like Offcers, 
that Scruple the Oaths thar belong tothoſe Offi- 
ces,by admitting a Deputy: 'Chen tothe Repeal- 
ing the Oxford Act (or Releating the Penalty) 
to all ſuch as ſhall take. the-Oarhs" of Supremacy 
and Alle75arce, and Subſcribe to the Declaration 
aforeſaid, and the Doctrival Articles - of the 
Church of England, with the exceprions.-of the 
former Bill:. Upon the ſame Terms, Liberty is 
granted to any Penlon, to teach a:School, ar be 
a Tutor in a Private Family. It Proceeds to gt 
; [ COMEEEER, of - 


12$ The Samaritan. 


ving Eaſe _= the ſame, to Diſſenting Proteftants, i 


who Scruple the Baptizing Infants: Then to 
the Eaſing other Perſons, who ſcruple Taking 
all Oaths; whom it ſhall ſuffice to ſay, Thar 
J.A.B. Acknowledge, Profeſs, and Teſts _— 
of FJ. A. B. Swear That, &c. Accoo 
Words of the Oaths of Alleg:ance, and 

- Then there isan Excellent Provifo, T 

ns who do not go upon s, to ſome 

Copgt ation of Religious Worſhip, allowed 
by t ſhall have any benefit at all by it. 

The Bill is Long upon theſe Contents, and 
- therefore upon Conſideration alſo, that it hath 
been once Printed already, ſo that the Copy 
thereof is in the hands of many (when it is not 
ſo,.-nor could be fo with the other) it is concet- 
ved beſt, to forbear any further R ion. For 
indeed, if the whole Bill for were 
waved, and one Clauſe onely advanced into the 
Bill before for Comprebenſion Apr it the Ti- 
tkofa Rel for Camrebenſia Indulgence both) 
it were rather to be Cs and res. Paled. 
That Clauſe ſhould be to this cffect. 
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AS ty op as there are ſome AMonifters of « 
s that Camot (according to th 

tr) aloof Pardchial Churches, ner 
; biz do chuſe to Worſhip God 

. fs the way of their Gathered &« 
paninnnd en crave the 24-40 
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 Bex Enafted for the Happineſs and qui 

of the rluregnr the rich gy 44 e Men, mo 
ther means than thoſe which have bitherto proved 
unſucceſsful, That every Chriftian Subjef} through- 
out the that profeſs the Reformed Religion, be 
pardened all Fanits and Penalties, incurr'd upon the 
Account of any forepaſt Nonconformity; And that all 
Proſecutions of the Penal Laws, which concern the 
Religion, ſhall be Suſpended, Unil by a fugther A& 
of Fertiumant, thoſe that are fit to 5 bo paar 
the Intoller able be diſtinguiſhed ;, and ſuch Order be 


Laiting Unionintbe Nation. 


ERRAT A. 


Pac 20. 1. 8. read azerwo. P. 27. 1. 15. I. Nachmanides. 
P. 45+ 1. 31. r. many other. P. 54. L. 5. for bepe r. belp 
P. 56. 1. 10. r, deſquels. 123. r. function. p. 58.1.8. f. ar. 
or P. 61. 1. 7. r. propoſition. p.72. 1. 21. after are r. xot. Some 
literal miftakes there are in the Oriental words, as Cheth 
for Ain, and Pe for Mem, and others, wnich I omit. Be- 
fides the mangling ſome French and 1ta/ian Quotations. 
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Proteſtants, and no the Papiſts, 5 the matter of 


taken, as is neceſſary to the ſettling a more Firm and - 
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